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TO THE STUDENT

Has your teacher ever asked you to note down how often and with whom you speak English in daily life? Do
this and you may realize what limited time is used for daily communication in English. In an environment where
there are hardly any native English speakers, you have to meet many challenges in your struggle to become fluent
in English. '

Challenge to Speak is one of a series of textbooks compiled for college students and adults who wish to
develop their fluency in spoken English. This oral English textbook, written in accordance with the English sylla-
bus for English majors, appears in two volumes with 18 units per book. Each volume covers the workload for one
academic year, providing materials for 3—4 classroom hours per unit. Each book is accompanied by a teacher’s
book.

The central idea of Challenge to Speak is to challenge you to gain communicative competence through col-
laboration in the study of the culture of this language. Each unit makes full use of some practical cultural issue with
the aim to stimulate meaningful conversations among you. Conversation models are given to show you how to
master appropriate functional patterns in a wide range of social settings followed by varied practice to challenge
you to speak. Emphasis is laid on collaboration, with you students working in pairs or in groups to help you develop
language competence while gaining new cultural insight at the same time.

This CCC method should work in this way:

COMMUNICATION

_ T

COLLABORATION CULTURE

In Book One each unit is composed of four parts:

PART A: WAY TO SPEAK

Four short dialogues are given as models in varied settings. Each unit has a focal setting, such as at the post

office, at the art gallery, etc., but does not restrict the conversational context to that one situation. Actually the use
of a comprehensive range of situations should be encouraged. The main task for you is to master appropriate
functional patterns and work on basic communication skills. There is a set of supplementary patterns provided for

both teachers and students.

PART B: CHALLENGE TO SPEAK

In this step intense practice should be given for the various challenges before you. These exercises progress
from an elementary level to an intermediate one, from guided work to free work. The purpose is to motivate you in
pair work or group work, without the teacher monopolizing the classroom. The teacher needs to do careful planning

to encourage creative work from you.



PART C: TOPIC TO DISCUSS

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the way people communicate with
each other.

In this section, practical cultural issues, such as time and appointments, education, money, holidays, lifestyle,
etiquette, etc. are brought up for discussion. You are challenged to explore your own cultural background and
compare it with that of the English-speaking world, and thus become aware of the ways in which perception and
communication patterns are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help you become more culturally

proficient and understand the language better by encouraging you to see the differences between the two cultures.

PART D: FUN TO SPEAK

This part is designed to give you some relaxation and fun in language learning. Stories in various forms, songs,
jokes, etc. are introduced to once again challenge your creativity and imagination through role-play, improvisation

and story-telling, etc.

TIPS FOR THE STUDENT

1. Work face to face and try to relax.

2. Look your partner or group in the eye and try to overcome your shyness.

3. Work together, participate actively and reap in the benefits of these joint efforts.

4. Be sure you are making a contribution of some kind. Take on any role that comes your way.

5. Follow your teacher’s instructions. Don’t expect the teacher to ramble on about grammar and language

points. You take the initiative and the Challenge to Speak!

All materials are recorded on cassette.

Challenge to Speak was compiled under the direction of chief compiler Yao Baohui, professor of Linyi Teachers’
University and Li Hongye, professor and dean of the Foreign Language Department, with the help of American
teachers, Elizabeth Wilson and Clayton Olson, who contributed a great deal of time and energy in compiling this
textbook. We would like to express our profound thanks to the above friends.
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UNIT 1

Introductions and Greetings
Making New Friends

Part A Way to Speak

' 1 l A:  Hello, my name’s Zhao Yunfei. Are you one of the new students?
< Yes, [ am. Nice to meet you, Xiao Zhao. I'm Wang Wei. I'm in Class B.

&

And you?
I'm in Class B, too.
How nice! Where are you from?

I come from Changzhou, Jiangsu Province.

W e

Well, isn’t that great! I'm from that area, too. It certainly is a small world.!

2 | A: Great crowd, isn’t it?

B: It certainly is. I never thought
there would be so many students.

A: Same here. By the way, my name’s
Ted Harrison.

B: Glad to meet you, Mr. Harrison.
I'm William Holland. :

A: 1beg your pardon. I didn’t catch
your first name, Mr. Holland.

B: William, but please call me Bill.2

A:  You must be the new teacher from
America. :

B: That's right. And you must be the
other American teacher I'm going |
to work with. I'd love to know
something about your teaching ex- '

perience here.




2 Unit 1 Introductions and Greetings

A:

B:

I would enjoy sharing with you. Shall we meet this evening if you are
free? After all, we are the only two “Laowai” in this college.

That's fine with me. Come over any time. I'm your new neighbor.

Be seeing you then.

Good morning, Mr. Li. .
Good morning, Miss Chen. Please come in and meet our new American
teacher. Miss Robinson, I'd like you to meet one of our teachers, Chen Li.
Chen Li, this is Jessica Robinson.

" How do you do, Miss Chen?

How do you do, Miss Robinson? Welcome to our college. I hope you will
enjoy teaching here.

I am simply thrilled.* I can’t believe I'm actually in China.

When you've settled down, I will show you around. Let’s go shopping
together.

That sounds great. Thanks a lot.

Hi there, everyone. We have a new roommate. This is Wu Ping. She’ll
be in our class. Come in, Xiao Wu, and meet the girls. Now, this is Wang
Wei.

How do you do, Wang Wei?

How do you do, Xiao Wu? Welcome to our dorm.

Hi, Xiao Wu. I'm Deng Ling. It’s nice to have you with us. Please make
yourself at home.

Yes, please do. This will be our “home” for two years.

Thank you. I think I'm going to enjoy college life here with you.




Unit 1 Introductions and Greetings 3

Look at these patterns
> Greetings

> Making introductions




4 Unit 1 Introductions and Greetings

Part B Challenge to Speak

Practice 1 How would you greet and address the following people when you meet them?
1. Your American teacher on campus in the morning.

. An old friend in the street in the afternoon.

Your dean in his office in the morning.

Your friend’s wife when you meet her in a store in the afternoon.

LR W

Your classmate in the canteen at noon.

Practice2  Role Play
1. Introduce yourself to your partner. Tell your partner something about yourself.
2. Introduce yourself to your class. Tell them something about yourself.
3. Move around the class and get to know at least three fellow students. Take notes on
the information you get from them. Then prepare to introduce them to your class or
group.

Practice 3  Looking for Mr. /Miss X:
Make a card with 2 pieces of information about yourself. Do not give name. Hand the card
back to your teacher who will shuffle all the cards and pass them out at random. Read the
information stated on the card and go around the classroom looking for Mr. /Miss X until

you find the right person. Find more about Mr. /Miss X.

Name:
Address:
Dorm. Rm. No.
Tel. No.

Hometown

Begin like this:

Excuse me, are you from 2

Excuse me, is your telephone number ?




Unit 1 Introductions and Greetings S

Part C Topic to Discuss

MAKING NEW FRIENDS

Entering college is a fulfillment of all young people’s dreams. They are
getting the golden opportunity of receiving higher education. A new world is
opening up to them. Above all, they will be meeting new people and making
new friends in a very new environment.

All this is very exciting for Deng Ling, too. She is an English major® in -
the Foreign Language Department. She has just met her teacher of oral En-
glish from America, who is encouraging all the students to speak as much
English as possible. Deng Ling wants to improve her English very much, so
she is determined to be a “brave girl”.

; That evening she met Miss Jessica Robinson on the campus. Deng Ling
warmly greeted her.

“Good evening, Miss Jessica. Where are you going?”®

“Why, good evening, Deng Ling. Please call me Jessica. It’s a lovely
evening, isn’t it?”

“Yes, it is, Miss Jessica,” Deng Ling answered, feeling it inappropriate to
use her teacher’s first name. “Have you had dinner yet?”

“Oh, yes, of course.” Jessica laughed.

Deng Ling was a little puzzled. She was trying hard to be polite and
friendly, but the reaction of her teacher to her questions was not what she had
expected. However, she tried to carry on the conversation, and her teacher
praised her for her attempts to communicate in English.

Later Deng Ling met Miss Chen, another teacher from her department.
She told her teacher about her conversation with Miss Robinson. Miss Chen
laughed, too, and explained away her predicaments.” “Don’t worry. I'm sure
you will be good friends.”

“Thank you very much, Teacher Chen,”® said Deng Ling happily.

Read the passage. Then compare notes and discuss these questions with your group
or partner.

1. How did Deng Ling address her American teacher? What is the correct way of
addressing people of different positions, occupations or relationships in English?
2. What other mistakes did Deng Ling make? What is the customary way of greeting

each other in the English-speaking world?
3. Do you approve of Deng Ling’s attempts at making friends and speaking English?



