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FOREWORD

Before New York City made graffiti world famous, BLADE
was one of the people who made it famous in New York. He
made it famous by making it look fun, and when he made
it look fun, every kid in New York wanted to have fun too.
BLADE’s letters are readable, clunky and funky. Unlike
most other kids, who were copying comic strip characters,
the beasties, ladies and gentlemen that heralded BLADE's
pieces were original to him and full of charm. His color
palettes were thought out and carefully planned, even though
that meant a whole lot of work to maintain a paint stash.

Many dozens of graffiti books have been published in the
past fifteen or so years, and BLADE has been in most of
them—the story of graffiti without him is wrong. While
graffiti writers around the world often visibly trace the
lineage of their lettering style to one of BLADE's very few
peers in the history of New York subway graffiti, those who
follow BLADE seem to do so in spirit, in looseness, and in
a sense of freedom and fun. With BLADE’s work, it’s about
that essential freedom of execution, and not the technical
bends, breaks, and contours of the design he’s rendering.
And while it's impossible to measure, we’d guess that
BLADE had the most fun of anyone out there.

For all of the—ahem—freedom that BLADE enjoyed in the
1970s, he still has an incredible memory and sat for countless
hours with Chris Pape (another kind of FREEDOM) to
remember the highs and lows of his storied career. While
well spoken and a gentleman, BLADE also held nothing
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back. His story spans some very difficult years, but he stays
remarkably upbeat. It speaks well of BLADE that the dozens
of people who were contacted to help with this book all did
so with alacrity and were eager to tell a story, help confirm
a date or contribute images.

BLADE's influence on the history of graffiti is undeniable,
and the number of writers whose output even approaches
his on trains and streets of New York is tiny. No one book
could ever hold it all, but this one brings us more images
of his pieces than have ever been gathered in one place
before. A read through this book will show that for reasons
of quantity, quality, and perhaps above all for force of sheer
spirit, BLADE may well be most graffiti artists’ favorite
graffiti artist. He’s ours.

- Roger Gastman and Caleb Neelon
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