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In this section, you'll " |
learn types of caves
and their formation. | .
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Caves

By Meredith Costain

Reading Objectives 513 B #xr

Word Attack and Vocabulary Skills
1713 AU B

Decoding compound words

AT 2 i

Using action words
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Using context clues that give definitions
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Content and Thinking Skills
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Identifying cave features

HEHT IR |

Comparing and contrasting types of caves and cave formation
X EE 7R R OB A

Identifying different cave zones and living things that inhabit
each zone
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Imagine crawling on your hands and 835 i B 3

knees in the dark. The ground is hard. crawl /kro:l/ v. J&, &4F
i knee /ni:/n. B, B
You are covered in mud. You are cold mud /mad/ n. &, %

and wet. It doesn’t sound like much fun,
but it is. What you are doing is dangerous and exciting.
You are exploring a cave.

¥ A man crawls through a small opening in a cave.




Inside a Cave

A cave is a hollow space under the
ground. Caves are also called
caverns. Caves can be found all over
the world. You can find them on the
side of a mountain, inside huge
pieces of ice, or even underwater.

Some caves are made up of many
chambers, or large open spaces.
Narrow tunnels connect the
chambers. Caves that have many
chambers are called cave systems.

i) 13 i B 3 ST

chamber /'t[etmba/
n. ﬁ ’ 7‘—\‘ ’ E§
hollow /'ha:lou/
adj. =Ry, PRy
system /'sistom/
nik®, R4
tunnel /'tanl/
n. BEiE, &

1f % & % 37 iC

Tennessee /.tena'si:/

n. BT (EEMB)

This cave in Tennessee p
is over 33 miles long.







How Caves Are Formed

Caves are mostly found in places where % i# 2
a soft rock, called limestone, is found. fr’:‘cck';e/ f;ﬁt@”ﬁ%ﬁ
Rainwater trickles down through tiny

cracks in the rock. Over thousands of

years, the rainwater wears away the Inzrans e

limestone, forming a cave.
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1. Rainwater trickles into
cracks in the ground.

2. Over time, the
limestone rock
wears away.

3. After thousands of years,
tunnels and chambers form.

4. If enough water enters a cave,
a stream can form.
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Rock Formations

In many caves, pointy fingers of rock
hang down from the ceiling. Rock
formations that hang from the ceiling
of a cave are called stalactites. These
rock icicles form when limestone
mixes with water and trickles
through cracks in the ceiling of a
cave. It can take thousands of years
for a stalactite to form.

Stalagmites are rock formations on
the floor of a cave. Stalagmites form
when water trickles down the side of
a stalactite and drips onto the cave
floor. If a stalactite and a stalagmite
meet in the middle as they grow,
they form a column.

5 132 i3 B 37 iC

drip /drip/ v.ifi, #®T
pointy /'pointi/
adj. RH, HRHE

1 1% £ %47 iC

icicle /'arsikl/ n. Ik #%

Rock formations come in P
many shapes and sizes.
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Life in a Cave

Caves can be home to many types of animals. Plants
live in caves, too. The types of plants and animals
you can find in a cave depend on where in a cave
you are. The plants and animals that live near a cave
entrance are very different from those that live deep
within a cave.

Scientists divide the area within a cave into three
zones, or parts. The entrance to a cave is known as
the light zone. As you travel farther into a cave, it
becomes much darker. This area is known as the
twilight zone. Deep inside a cave is the dark zone. No
light reaches the dark zone.

Twilight zone Dark zone
595K X BREX




