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Preface

The rapid discovery of novel growth factors over the past 30 years led to a
need for standard protocols describing methods for their isolation, identifica-
tion and characterization. In 1993, one of us co-edited a book in the Practical
Approach Series designed to fulfil that need. Since the publication of Growth
Factors: A Practical Approach, the demands of many researchers working in
this rapidly developing field have expanded and now include not only the
analysis of physiological function, but also the engineering of factors with
novel activities and applications. Our aim in producing this new book,
Growth Factors and Receptors: A Practical Approach, was to build on the
success of the previous volume and to meet those new demands.

In keeping with the aims of the Practical Approach Series, our inter-
national cast of authors has provided detailed experimental protocols that
describe everything from basic analytical techniques to complex in vivo
applications. While the protocols are exemplified by reference to the proteins
of greatest interest to the individual authors, they should, in most cases, be
applicable to studies of a range of other growth factors.

In the Contents the reader will find a list of chapters that deal with differ-
ent approaches to growth factor studies, including Chapter 1 which serves as
an overall introduction to growth factors and receptors. We have included
three appendices with useful information, including references to all the
families and individual growth factors known to us at the time of going to
press. In addition to chapters with protocols applicable to their own studies,
we hope that readers will also find other chapters which will help them
understand and apply techniques that they might previously have thought too
esoteric.

Finally, we extend our warm thanks to all the contributors for their posi-
tive response to our, sometimes nit-picking, editing, to Geraldine Garnett-
Frizelle for her excellent secretarial assistance, and to you for buying this
book.

Good factoring!
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