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i Hlever Give Tn, Hever, Hever, Hever'

Winston Churchill *

P re-reading questions

1. What do you know of Winston Churchill?

2. Do you know when World War II broke out? What else do you know about it?

Almost a year has passed since I came down here at your Head Master’s kind
invitation in order to cheer myself and cheer the hearts of a few of my friends by
singing some of our own songs’. The ten months that have passed have seen very
terrible catastrophic events in the world — ups and downs, misfortunes'— but can
anyone sitting here this afternoon, this October afternoon, not feel deeply thankful
for what has happened in the time that has passed and for the very great improve-
ment in the position of our country and of our home? Why, when I was here last
time we were quite alone, desperately alone, and we had been so for five or six
months. We were poorly armed. We are not so poorly armed today; but then we
were very poorly armed. We had the unmeasured menace of the enemy and their air
attack” still beating upon us, and you yourselves had had experience of this attack;
and I expect you are beginning to feel impatient that there has been this long Jul]

with nothing particular turning up!

But we must learn to be equally good at what is short and sharp and what is
long and tough. It is generally said that the British are often better at the last. They

q.
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do not expect to move from crisis to crisis; they do not always expect that each day
will bring up some noble chance of war; but when they very slowly make up their
minds that the thing has to be done and the job put through and finished, then, even
if it takes months — if it takes years — they do it.

Another lesson I think we may take, just throwing our minds back to our meet-
ing here ten months ago and now, is that appearances are often very deceptive, and
as Kipling” well says, we must “... meet with Triumph and Disaster. And treat

i

those two impostors just the same. ’

You cannot tell from appearances how things will go. Sometimes imagination
makes things out far worse than they are; yet without imagination not much can be
done. Those people who are imaginative see many more dangers than perhaps exist;
certainly many more will happen; but then they must also pray, to be given that extra
courage to carry this far-reaching imagination. But for everyone, surely, what we
have gone through in this period — I am addressing myself to the school — surely
from this period of ten months this is the lesson: never give in, never give in, ney-
er, never, never, never — in nothing, great or small, large or petty — never give
in except to convictions of honour and good sense. Never yield to force; never yield
to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy. We stood all alone a year ago,
and to many countries it seemed that our account was closed, we were finished. All
this tradition of ours, our songs, our school history, this part of the history of this
country, were gone and finished and liquidated.

Very different is the mood today. Britain, other nations thought, had drawn a
sponge across her slate. But instead our country stood in the gap. There was no
flinching and no thought of giving in; and by what seemed almost a miracle to those
outside these islands, though we ourselves never doubted it, we now find ourselves
in a position where I say that we can be sure that we have only to persevere to con-
quer.

You sang here a verse of a school song: you sang that extra verse written in my
honour , which I was very greatly complimented by and which you have repeated to-
day. But there is one word in it I want to alter — I wanted to do so last year, but I
did not venture to. It is the line; “Not less we praise in darker days. ”

I have obtained the Head Master’s permission to alter darker to sterner. “Not

less we praise in sterner days. ”

Do not let us speak of darker days: let us speak rather of sterner days. These
are not dark days; these are great days — the greatest days our country has ever
lived; and we must all thank God that we have been allowed, each of us according
10 our stations, to play a part in making these days memorable in the history of our
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740 words

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

catastrophic / kata'strofik / a.
misfortune / mis'fa:tfan / n.
desperately / 'desparatll / ad.

unmeasured / ,an'mezad / a.
menace / 'menas / n.

lull /7 1al / n.
deceptive / di'septiv / a.

triumph / 'tratomf / n.

impostor / im'posta / n.
far-reaching / fa:'riitfip / a.

address / o'dres / v.
petty / 'pet1 / a.

conviction / kon'vikfan / n.
apparently / o'perantli / ad.

overwhelming / suvathwelmip / a.

might / mait / n.

liquidate / 'likwidert / v.
sponge / spand3 / n.

slate / slert / n.

flinch / flintf / ».

persevere / paisi'via / v.
compliment / ‘kompliment / .
venture / 'ventfa / v.

stern / stamn / a.

station / 'steifan / n.

involving or causing sudden great damage or suffering
an unfortunate condition or event
(of a situation) extremely or dangerously

not having been measured
a person or thing that is likely to cause harm; a threat or

danger
a temporary interval of quiet or lack of activity
giving an appearance or impression different from the true

one; misleading

a great victory or achievement

one who deceives under the assumed identity

having important and widely applicable effects or implica-
tions

speak to (a person or an assembly ) , typically in a formal
way

of little importance

a strong opinion or belief

as far as one knows or can see

very great in amount

great and impressive power and strength, especially of a
nation, large organization, or natural force

put an end to; abolish or kill

a gauze pad used to absorb blood and other liquids, as in

surgery
a fine-grained gray or green rock easily split into smooth,

flat plates
avoid doing or becoming involved in (something) through

fear or anxiety
continue in a course of action even in the face of difficulty

or with little or no indication of success
politely congratulate or praise (someone) for something

dare to do or say something that may be considered daring

(often used as a polite expression of hesitation or apology )
(of competition or opposition) putting someone or some-

thing under extreme pressure
social rank or position
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About this text gz This text is a speech made by Churchill when he visited Harrow School on
October 29, 1941. In 1888 Churchill entered this school, which was founded in 1572 by John
Lyon of Preston, under a Royal Charter from Queen Elizabeth. In 1940 he came to this school
for a short visit and he came again a year later to hear the traditional songs of this school.
There he discovered that an additional verse had been added to one of the songs. It ran like
this;
Not less we praise in darker days
The leader of our nation
And Churchill’s name shall win acclaim
From each new generation
For you have power in danger’s hour
Our freedom to defend, Sir!
Though long the fight we know that right
Will triumph in the end, Sir!
About the author =% Sir Winston Churchill (1874 — 1965) was a combination of soldier,
writer, artist, and statesman, renowned for his courage, imagination, oratory and intellect. In
World War II he served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1940 to 1945 and
played a leading role in the resistance against German domination of Europe.
our own songs { Paragraph 1 )&% Songs have been an important part of Harrow life since John
Farmer wrote the first one in 1864. Fifty songs are published in the song book, available from
the Harrow School Bookshop. Songs are sung by the boys in their houses from time to time,
but also by the whole school to audiences of parents, former pupils or distinguished guests —
the latter including many members of the royal family and previous governments.
very terrible catastrophic events in the world — ups and downs, misfortunes ( Paragraph 1)
%> Among the catastrophic events the following are worth mentioning .
® May 1941, German bombers assauited London in what turned out to be the final heavy
mission of the Battle of Britain. More than 500 aircraft dropped highly explosive and in-
cendiary bombs which resulted in many fires and caused more than 3,000 casualties. But
the Battle of Britain was lost, and with it Germany’s chance of winning the war had gone.
® 1 March 1941, Nazi extermination camps began full operation. Over 2,600,000 Polish
Jews were among those killed during the course of the war. By 1945 nearly 6 million Jews
and more than 3 million Communists, gypsies, socialists and other innocent people had
been exterminated.
¢ 1 June 1941, British forces surrendered the island of Crete. About 18,000 allied troops
had been taken off the beaches, but 17,000 men were taken prisoner; the Germans recorded
7,000 casualties including many dead.
¢ 22 June 1941, Germany declared war on and began an invasion of the Soviet Union. Ita-
Iy, Finland, and Romania also joined the German battle against the Soviet Union and de-

clared war.
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® 26 July 1941, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered all Japanese assets frozen. He
also ordered the suspension of all trade with Japan and laid an embargo on oil. All this gave
rise to the attack on American naval forces at Pearl Harbor by Japanese on 7, December
1941.

5. their air attack ( Paragraph 1)@ # On 10 July 1940 began the Battle of Britain, the first great air
attack on England. On 7 September 1940, the “Blitzkrieg” ( attacks from the air) of London
took place, marking the first air blitz of the city. More than 900 aircraft attacked London. Be-
tween 7 September and 2 November 1940 London was attacked on fifty-seven consecutive nights
and experienced further heavy raids in December 1940 and March, April and May 1941. Fifteen
other British cities were subjected to major bombing attacks. Some, like Coventry, suffered ex-
tensive damage. Over 41,000 British civilians were killed and 137,000 injured during the Blitz.

6. Kipling ( Paragraph 3 )@#  Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865 —1936) , English short-story writer,
novelist and poet, who celebrated the heroism of British colonial soldiers in India and Burma.
Kipling was the first Englishman to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature (1907). His most
popular works include The Jungle Book (1894) with such unforgettable characters as Mowgli,
Baloo, and Bagheera. The book was adapted into screen by Zoltan Korda and André de Toth in
1942. Walt Disney’s cartoon version was produced in the 1960s.

Text Comprehension

1. Decide which of the following best states the speaker’s purpose.

A. To alter a word in the verse of a school song written in his honor.
B. To encourage people to hold on in the stern situation.
C. To convince people there that Britain will win the final victory.

II. Judge, according to the text, whether the following statements are true or false.

1. Britain did very little in the past months to counter-attack the enemy that had bombed the

nation ferociously.
2. The British will take action and fight a long war when they have to do it although they do

not want to move from one crisis to another.,

3. Imaginative people are optimistic and courageous enough to conceive of what will occur

next.
4. Many nations believed from the beginning that Britain would win in the end.

1. Answer the following questions.

1. Why does the author urge people to be patient?
2. What is the change in the widespread mood referred to in Paragraph 57

3. Why does the author change “darker” into “sterner”?



