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Unit T:]

s

TEXT
I Love My Job

By Bertha Haynes

I began teaching at the James School twenty-two vears
ago when I was twenty-six. In those days the place was very
different. But times change, and of course educational theory
changes, too. Methods and materials change. Even the
classroom looks different.

Twenty years ago, our classroom was a lot less pleasant,
Very old-fashioned. We had fewer windows, for example.
There were five rows of desks, six desks in a row. Since every-
thing was nailed to the floor, a student sat in the same place
all day long. Oh, we had to be very strict ! Now students move
all over the room. They go to different areas for different sub-
jects, and they write at those. movable desks. The students
are more mobile, and because they’re more mobile, they’re
less restless, and because they’re less restless, they’re more
attentive. At least that’s the theory ! And as a matter of
fact, we really don’t have many behavip~ problems here.
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We use a2 modified open classroom system here at the
James. Pl try to explain what that means. Each student
makes a work contract with his teacher, Basically, he agrees
to do a certain amount of work on a certain project. He hands
the work in when he gets it done, He works at his own speed
and plans his own time. If he is particularly motivated in
one subject — math, for instance — he can explore that
subject more thoroughly than the others. But he must also
complete his contract in arts or reading or social science. Free-
dom within a structured system: that’s what we are trying to
offer.

We can see some of the advantages of an open classroom
at work here. See that blonde girl in the corner over there ?
Julie Clampit. Right now she’s working on the loom, as she
does once a week. She does beautiful work en that loom, and
she’s as good in math as the best students. But Julie has a
learning disability in reading: she’s dyslexic. She is still far
behind the other students, but we are working hard with her,
and she’s making good progress at her own level. More im-
portant, she is continuing to work and grow with students her
own age. This is the right environment for her. But twenty
years ago we put special or remedial students like Julie in lower
classes, sometimes in separate schools. We considered them
all “retarded”. What_ a wajts !

Nowadays we are trying to extend our classroom beyond
the walls of the school buildings. We're using the whole neigh-
borhood and people of the city. This is not compartmental-
ized education. The kids are learning by living.

e 2 0



1 think school is very different now from what it was twenty
years ago. I’m different, too, of course. For.one. thing, I
work harder. Twenty years ago I made one lesson plan for
thirty students, whereas now I make thirty lesson plans for
thirty students. That’s what the contract system does for you !
Twenty years ago, I slept like a log at night. Now I often
wake up and start thinking about my students. I go to bed
later, too, and when I go te bed I don’t always get to sleep
right away. I’m lying there thinking and planning and worrying.

But there are more interesting things than sleep. I'll
tell you the truth: ten years ago, I was getting a little bored
with teaching, Now I’'m excited about it again. I’m not
saying that the new system is perfect or anything. I'm just
saying that my job is more exciting than it was. Excitement:
that’s what learning is all about. You can’t be an exciting

teacher unless you’re excited yourself.

(4

Word List
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Jwhereas @.ki, bored perirct
)i t& ..
. Useful Expressions

all days long a3 a matter of fact
hand in for instance

right now at work

once a week for one thing
right away - tell you the truth
at least Wor anything

Notes to the Text

1. Bertha Haynes: a teacher at the William James Elementary School in
US.A,
2. behavior problem: a child who behaves badly or causes trouble
. open classroom system: an educational system for elementary and high
schools in which the student has some choice in his or her educational
" activities '
4. dyslexic: adj. form of dyslexia, which is one type of learning disability
often involving a visual problem in the central nervous system
5. social science: a science that deals with human society including sociok
ogy, economics, politics, history, etec.
6. lesson plan: the plan a teacher makes for a certain amount of class time

WORD STUDY
get
get vt vi. & Hnk o.
1. receive; have; buy; earn; fetch; ete,
When did,yqu get my letter ? -
- We got a lot of help from them.
I’m going to get a packet of cigarettes.
- He bicycled to town at night to get me some medicine -
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2. become
Let’s go home. It’s geiting dark.
The lecture will begin in a minute. Let’s get ready.
The children got very excited when they saw the film.
3. move to (a place) or arrive at (a place)
It was already dark before we got to the place.
How can we get across the river ?
The door was locked. We couldn’t get in,
4, bring sh. to do sth.; cause sth. to be done
Be sure and get him to come over this evening.
I’ll get someone to fix the radio for you.
They got a photograph taken together,
get on fine [ well with sb.
get on [ off a bus, a train, etc.
get into [ out of a car

get into/out of trouble, difficulty, danger, etc

move

move vt} vl
1. (cause to) change position
‘We moved our chairs nearer to the speaker,
Let’s move the furniture downstairs.
Keep still — don’t move.
2. change one’s place of living
They have moved to another town,
When are you going to move in ?
He moved his family to a smal! house.
3. arouse, work on the feelings of
We were all moved to tears by his story.
It’s a moving story.
4. go forward; make progress

The world is moving forward,



With their help, the construction moved smoothly,

extend

extend ot vl
1. make longer; enlarge
Can you extend your visit for a few days?
The paddy field was extended to 900,000 mu last yeat,
2. reach; stretch '
This canal extends for 18 kilometres.
My garden extends as far as the stream.
3. stretch out
She warmly extended both hands towards us,
4. offer or accord (help, welcome, thanks, etc.)
Once again we extended to them our warmest welcome,
The professor extended an invitation to all the students to come to
tea,

grow

grow ot.; vi. & link ».
1. develop; increase in size, height, length, ete.
The sun gives us light and heat and makes everything grow.
How quickly these children are growing}
Rice grows in warm climates.
2. become
She is growing fat.
The noise grew louder.
The old woman soon grew tired of the stone heuse,
3. cause or allow to grow
Mr. Smith grows flowers in his garden,

What crop do you grow on your farm ¥
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EXERCISES

Answer the following questions:

. How old is the writer now ?

. How different is her classroom from what it was twenty years ago ?
. Where do the students do their written work ? ‘

B W N e

. What does the open classroom system mean according to the writer ?

(£}

. Who is Julie Clampit ? Is she as clever as other students in all
subjects ?

6. How were special or remedial students treated twenty years ago ?

7. How many lesson plans does the writer make ?

8. Does the writer sleep well at night now ? Why ?

9. Is teaching boring or exciting to the writer now ?

Decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F):

1. The writer doesn’t have much experience as a tcacher,

Her students do not cause a lot of trouble.

The desks in her classroom are nailed to the floor.

In her classroom, the students make a work contract with her,

2
3
4,
5. __ . All of her students work on the same lesson at the same

time.
A dystexic student is a student who has trouble in speaking.

o

7. ____ The writer says that Julie Clampit needs special help in
one subject only.

8. For the writer, teaching is less difficult but more interesting.
Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions given below:

hauzd in old-fashioned  environment mobile  lesson p]an-

as a matter of fact  remedial for one thing  all day long
nail movable
1. In making preparations for their classes, most teachers write a

Voqy

2. ___ _ ddsks, a lot of light, and the idea of structured freedom all

.

help to create a good educational
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. ““I thought you wouldn’t mind.” **Well,

1
All tcachers wa.nt\their students to their homework on time.

/ .
| — S f the student’ # 5 floor.
n ' __ 'schools the student’s desks are ;.glliﬁf,vfo the floor.

. Peter nceds il work in reading.
. Bertha believes that i i.. = §ﬁt1dents works better and harder than

students who sit in the same place

, I don’t; but you

should have asked me bcforehand .

. 1 don’t work with him, ! 27/ I thmk he is stupid; for another I

don’t like him, N)

VI. Rewrite the following using the words and expressions from the text

instead of those italicized:

1.

2
3.
4

(=2 4 ]

With the help of the teacher, Julic Clampit is gelting better in reading.

. In my opinion, open education has many merits.

Mary wasn’t wearing a blue dress. In fact, she hasn’t got a blue one.

. The house was poorly built; one thing wrong with the house was a leaky

roof.

. John is always behaving badly in class.
. In an open classroom, if a student is interested in a certain subject,

he can spend more time on it.

. Students often feel ill at ease in a compartmentalized classroom.

8. 1 used to slegp soundly at night, but now I wake up several times a

9.
10.

night.

Three people were injured in the accident and no less.

Twenty years ago, students who were slow in learning were put in
lower classes, sometimes in separate schools,

V. Translate the following by using the words and expressions given below:
offer at work contract as a matter of fact at least

right away all over tell you the truth

1.
. ROCEIELE LIE, MRS AMEE,

> W N
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