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Author’s preface

As a learner of English, you know that building up your stock of
words is your biggest task. You probably already have a
dictionary to help you do this. So why a new one?

Most dictionaries are ‘checking’ books: you come across
a word, for example when you are reading a book or listening to
someone speaking, and you go to the dictionary to check its
meaning, its pronunciation or its use.

This dictionary is different: it is a ‘discovering’ book. It is
designed to help you to expand your vocabulary in the direc-
tions you want - giving you the words you need, to say the
things you want to say.

If you glance through the book you will quickly see that it is
different from most other dictionaries in two important ways:

m instead of listing words in alphabetical order, it groups them
according to their similarities and differences of meaning and
use;

& instead of giving you the word first and then its meaning, it
gives you the meaning first and then the word (or words) that
you are looking for.

This explains the name, Wordfinder.

Working with students studying English, in Kenya and Tanzania
and later in Britain, helped me to see the value of a dictionary
of this sort. I am grateful to all my students, as well as to others
who have contributed more directly to the creation of this
book:

In Edinburgh, Sandra Anderson, Mark Backer-Holst, David
Caulton, Penny Hands, David Hill, Michael Meyler and Ingrid
Yngstrom were ptincipal contributors. I also want to thank
Sheena Davies, Thora Nicholson, Luan Porter, and Elizabeth
White; and, for their interest, their tolerance and their support °
in many different ways, all my colleagues at the Institute for
Applied Language Studies in the University of Edinburgh. ’

In Oxford, Meira Runcie, for her faith in the project, and Sally -
Wehmeier, Judith Willis and, especially, Margaret Deuter, for
their wonderful editorial skills and (apparently) inexhaustible
reserves of patience and encouragement, are due abundant
thanks.

And to my wife, Jocelyn Nceckei, who has lived with this
book from the first idea to the final proof-reading, much more
than thanks.

Hugh Trappes-Lomax



Terms, symbols and short forms

AmE

American English

BrE ~ British English

formdl used in more formal contexts, such as writing a report
or speaking at a conference

informal o u.sed in informal contexts, such as a conversation with
family or friends

nourn,ﬂuerb, . ﬁther part that a word plays in its sentence

adjective, adverb

(Note: these labels are not used in all cases,
but only when they are needed for clarity.)

an uncountable noun

a noun that is often countable but can also be

cu
uncountable

Uf c a noun that i;s”often uncountabI; but can also be
countable

:v;:ngular a noun that is used only in the singular

plural a noun that is used only in the plural

with singular or
plural verb

a singular noun (for example family, government)
which can have a plural verb if you are thinking of
the actions, feelings, etc of the individual members
of the group

;dy before a noun

an adjective which comes before a noun, not after a
verb like Is or seems

not before a noun  an adjective which comes after a verb like is or seems,

not before a noun

usually passive a verb that is more common in the passive than the
active form

* an irregular verb (see table on p 516)

t;bbreuiation a short form of a word

opposite a word which is opposite in meaning to another word

sb somebody

sth something



Using the dlctlonary

ix

1 With Wordfinder, you can:

e look for a particular word that you want

e collect words that are related to a particular topic area
e expand your vocabulary by looking freely through topic areas

Looking for a word

You know the word 'letter’, but you don't know

the word for the way that you write your name |

at the end of a letter. You look at letter and
you find:

You want to know the opposite of ‘sweet'.
* You look at sweet and you find:

You know that ‘promise’ means to say that
you will do something that somebody wants.
If you do not do what you promise to do,

what is the expression for this? You look at ———

promise and you find:

Collecting words about a topic

You are preparing to give a short talk about
holidays. You need to think about the different
kinds of holiday that people choose, how they
travel, and where they stay. You look up
holiday and you find;

From this, you choose ‘going away on
holiday’, and you find: .

| - your name, written by hand in a special way so
that nobody else can copy it: signature
\ - to put your signature on sth: sign (sth)

2

| — having a sharp taste like that of a lemon: sour -
These apples are rather sour.

having a sharp unpleasant taste: bitter o bitter
coffee

— if you do not do what you promised to do, you
break* a promise, go* back on your word, the
promise is broken o I can'’t believe he went back
on his word! - broken promises

holiday

- a special holiday where you pay for your travel,
hotel and some or all of your meals before you
leave: package holiday

~ aholiday on a large ship: cruise - togoon a
round-the-world cruise

- a holiday in Africa, looking at wild animals:
safari o to go on safari

- a journey when you visit a place and return: trip
o a trip to the seaside

to travel around on holiday carrying your lug-

gage in a bag on your back: go* backpacking o
They went backpacking round Europe last sum-
mer. g Vi) W

- to g;: ona holiday with a tent: go* camping

outdoor activities: adventure/activity holiday

- aholiday that you spend walking or cycling:
walking/cycling holiday

- aholiday that you spend travelling round a
szce, for example in a car or a bus: touring holi-

- aholiday when you do some work: working
holiday

- a holiday that you spend doing sports or other




Using the dictionary

Now you want to think about the different
ways of travelling. You follow up the
suggestion at the beginning of holiday,
‘see also TRAVEL', and you find:

You look at section 2 to check that you know
all the words for means of transport, and how
to use them. (Do we say ‘with the train’,

‘on the train’, or ‘by train'?).

Wi spe

' - (usodaboutlongioﬁmeys)bvmadoruﬂ.m
travelled

=

2 means of transport -
- using a car, bus, lorry, etc to travel: by«mad car,
bus, etc, on the bus/coach

~ to go somewhere in a car: drive; a journey in a
car or other vehicle: drive - We're driving up to
Scotland this summer.

~ to travel by getting free rides in other people’s
cars, lorries, etc: hitch-hike, (informal) hitch; a
person who does this: hitch-hiker - We hitched
down to Devon. I picked up two huch-hikevs on
the way home from m

- usinga bicycle or momn;ycle; by bike, by
motorcycle, etc ?

- to travel on a motorcycle: ride* (sth)

—to travel on a blcycle ride* (sth), cycle o to ride
along cycle tracks in the New Eomst ol usually
cycle to u”k e

- usingatnlnonrains. bytr.ln,oﬁdntnﬁl by

land - We overland to Delhi and then
flew on to Singapore.
- using an aeroplane: by air, by plane

- to travel somewhere by plane: fly*; n]oume‘y.by
plane: flight

w i

- usinga boat: by sea, by boat
- to travel sol re in a boat: sail; along jour-
ney by sea: vo

- totravelbyboat,visidnganumberdfp‘i%s‘,is
a holiday: cruise; noun: cruise - to go cruising in
the Mediterranean o a river cruise

~ without using a vehicle: on foot
- to go somewhere on foot: walk

Now you need to think about types of
accommodation. lnheboxatmequnnmal
keyword travel you saw the cross-references ——
to hotel and camp. Look up hotel to find the
different types of hotel:

- aplace where you stay when you are travelling
or on holiday: hotel - a first-class hotel - We
stayed in a small country hotel.

- ahotel where you can park your car near your
room: motel

- asmall hotel sometimes in a private house:
guest house

- a private house where you can spend the night
and have breakfast in the morning: bed and
breakfast (abbreviation B&B)

- aplace (likeacheap hotel) where people can
stay when they are living away from home: hos-
tel c a youth hostel (= a hostel for people who are
walking, cycling, etc in the countryside)




Using the dictionary

Now look at camp and make sure that you
know the words there:

_ [~ toputupatent and sleep in it: camp (out) - We |

camped in a field by a stream. - We decided to
camp out for the night.

- sleeping or spending a holiday in a tent: camp-
ing (noun U) o They went on a camping holiday.

- to spend a holiday living in a tent: go* camping o
We're going camping in the South of France this
Summer.

— aspecial place where people camp: campsite
(AmE campground)

— a person who camps: camper

Looking freely through topic areas

To help you talk about the weather,
you look up weather, and you find these

cross-references:

You follow up the cross-reference to SNOW.

You read the section on ‘enjoying the snow’
and you find:

To find out more about skiing, and to see
a picture, you look at the entry for ski.

- to move over snow on long, flat, narrow pieces
of wood, metal or plastic (skis) that are fastened
to boots: ski; a person who skis: skier

- atype of flat board, often with metal strips
underneath, that people use for travelling
downhill on snow for fun: sledge; verb: sledge -
Let’s go sledging!

- alump of snow that is pressed into the shape of
a ball and used by children for playing: snow-
ball o @ snowball fight

~ the figure of a person made out of snow, usually
by children: snowman (plural snowmen)

>more on skiing > ski

2 Finding your way in Wordfinder

Keywords

Words are grouped together under keywords,

which are arranged alphabetically in the book.
Some keywords just direct you to another |

keyword. If you look up able, you will find:

able & g
— able to be done > PossiBLE2
- having skill ©> skiLL

Most keywords have an index which shows
you how the words are organized. If you ————
look up television, you will find:

televis'ion I radio

To help you find your way, some keywords
have smaller sections with their own headings.
Under television and radio programmes,
you will find four headings:

® news and weather
® information and talk
u stories and plays

B games

If you want to go on to learn some words that
are more difficult, you will find a section in
some keywords called MORE. If you look up
blood, you will find this group of words:

®m MORE...

~ easily upset by the sight of blood: squeamish o /
couldn't be a nurse. I'm far too squeamish.

- full of violence and blood: gory - a gory film

- involving bloody injuries: gruesome - The
battlefield was a gruesome sight.

|




Using the dictionary

Words that are related in meaning

Some words are grouped together because
they are related in meaning. For example, if
you look up plane, you will find plane with
aeroplane. They are synonyms (= they mean
the same). You will also find aircraft. This
has a more general meaning than plane and
aeroplane.

You will also find these different kinds of
plane:

if you look up keyword useful/suitable, you
will find the word convenient with its opposite
inconvenient. You will also find the related
adverbs conveniently and inconveniently.

Words that are related in use

Some words are grouped together beeause
they are often used in the same sentence or
in the same situation.

Ll Thtn X4

If you look up butter, you will find spread, ———
and in the same group soft and hard. b
These words will often come up together,

so it is useful to learn them as a group.

f, any vehicle thaic?i]tﬂ in thar:iaircraf{(pjtml

aircraft) o a jet aircraft (= powered by a jet
engine)

— avehicle with wings and one or more engines |
that can fly through the air: plane, aeroplane [
(AmE airplane) - to travel by plane oa plane |
ticket o a plane crash - a supersonic plane (= a
plane that can fly faster than the speed of 1
sound) |

- alarge plane that carries passengers: airliner; a )
very large jet plane that carries passengers: I
jumbo (jet) !

- aplane that carries goods: cargo plane ‘

- aplane that takes off and lands on the sea: sea- |

plane J

' - to put butter on a piece of bread, etc: butter sth o

- suitable or practical for a particular purpose;
not causing d:fﬁculty convenient (adverb con-
iently); ient (adverb
Inconvsniontly) o When would it be convenient
to phone? - Have I called at an inconvenient
moment?

Shall I help you to butter the sandwiches? o but-
tered toast
- to put butter, jam, etc, on bread: spread* Aon B,
:Ruad‘ Bwith Ao Spraadmaiganneonizo
" Spread it with margarine. '
~ butter which is to spread is ooﬂ; opposite:
hard. I oo hard to spread. |

If you look up meet, you will find meet $
meaning to see and talk to a person for the
first time. In the same group you will find the
verb introduce and the noun introduction.
This is because people are introduced when
they meet for the first time. . -

- to see and talk to sb for the first time: meet" (sb)
o I first met my future husband at a horse race. -

Where did you two first meet?

- to tell two or more who have not met
before:hatewhomer'snunesm:hm
sb (to sb); noun: introduction o two
been introduced? - Pauline - Id like to introduce
you to Andrew from the, ment.o

Shall I make the introductions? =~ *

2o ) QU 1 bnitlliv DO OIC



xiii

Toplc areas

The 23 groups of keywords on this and the
following pages will help you to explore an area
of vocabulary that you are interested in and to

find the keyword that you need.

For example, if you want to find vocabulary for
describing people, look at TOPIC AREA 1. In this
section, you will find a number of ideas
connected with this topic, and the keyword
where you should look to find the words that you

1 People

the human race and human nature; people

races and ethnic groups

need. So, if you want to know the words that

live?

The keyword that you need is live2.

If you cannot find what you are looking for in
these groups of words, there are some
suggestions on the right for other related
keywords and topic areas.

— for relationships
between people, look

society and social groups society, group at relationship
LAY ~ for some particular
people as individuals person kinds of relationship,
the stages of a person’s life life, birth, death, young/old look at family, friend,
how people live their lives livez love, marry
babies and children baby, child - for being famous, look
men and women man, woman at famons
male and female sex! - for the human body
1 and its parts, look at

personal qualities and ways personality, behaviour, habit TOPIC AREA 2

of behaving
some particular qualities b ! , g . h t

or ways of behaving kind/cruel, lazy, proud, careful,

sensible

good and bad behaviour right/ wrong?
sexual behaviour sex?
behaviour that is shared by “custom *

groups of people |

irance and clothes
the body as a whole body ~ for looking after your
parts of the body hand/arm, leg/foot, bone, muscle, body and your
blood, skin, heart, stomach appearance, look at

head, hair and face head, hair, face il Waih, cosmutios,
parts of the head and face nose, mouth, tooth, ear, eye enbroiss
tall or short? height mﬂ::d toilet,
thin or fat? fat/thin/thick look at bathroom,
how heavy? weight toilet
strong or weak? strong/weak — for illness, injury, etc,
attractive? beautiful/ attractive look at TOPIC AREA 18
clothes in general clothes ~for looking after your
some particular kinds of clothes  coat, hat, shoe, trousers clathes, loak st waslt,
jewellery jewellery e
glasses glasses
fashion fashion



Topic areas xiv

3 Everyday life

washing and using the bathroom wash, bathroom, toilet - for different kinds of

getting dressed clothes entertainment, look at
TOPIC AREA 11

going to school or work travel, school, work

going shopping shop

cooking and eatingand drinking cook, eat, meal, drink

cleaning the house clean/dirty

resting and relaxing rest, entertainment, exercise

going to bed and sleeping bed, sleep

food and eating food, eat — for things that you use

bread, cakes, etc bread, cake, flour when eating and

butter, milk, etc butter, cheese, egg, milk drinking, look at

meat and fish meat, bird?, fish? knife/fork/spoon,

vegetables, etc vegetable, potato, rice plate/bowl/dish, and

fruits and nuts fruit, nut cup/ghig

salt and pepper salt/pepper ~ for how food or drink

s tastes, look at taste

drinking and kinds of drink drink

coffee and tea coffee/tea

alcoholic drinks alcohol, beer, wine

drinking in a bar or pub bar/pub

meals meal, breakfast

eating in a café or restaurant restaurant

cooking cook

5 Where you live

living in a particular place live2 e for buildings in
town and countryside town, country? general, look at
hi d fl house : oy

ouses and flats ' ’ e TEs B IR o W’ e
parts of a house, etc floor, roof, wln‘l.vl. door, stairs guse o otfiet LA
walls and fences t wall/fence/hedge & \ie - lm T
gardens garden i “ - for keeping a house

TSTTES warm or cool, look at

rooms in a house room 2 cold, hot, fire
the kitchen kitchen — for fuel that is used in
the bedroom bed a house, look at ceal,
the bathroom and toilet bathroom, toilet " gas, electricity
furniture furniture, chair, table 4 4
being tidy tidy il

i o 180 o 181



Topic areas

Xv
6 The natural environment

the world as a whole world — for the weather in

nature and the environment nature, environment general, look at

the stars and space star/planet/moon, space? weather

the sun and sky sun, sky - for some particular

the air air kinds of weather, look

e = at storm, snow,

the shape of the land; land use  land wind, rain

the surface of the earth ground

the countryside country?

rivers and mountains river, hill/mountain

the sea sea

beside the sea beach

being alive live? - for animals and plants
b B on farms, look at farm

anima .

some domestic animals cat, cow, dog, horse, pig, sheep = ::::’nllunnng, look at

some wild animals lion/leopard/tiger, snake ;

fish fish' - for animals and plants

Binds bird? as food, look at food

insects and spiders insect, bee, spider

plants plant

trees tree

flowers flower

grass grass

8 Work, business, industry and technology

all kinds of work work - for resting from work
factory work factory, industry or having a holiday,
office work office e ; R look at rest?, holiday
computers computer "~ —for fuel for machines
farm work farm look at fuel, oil,

7 7 electricity
makl:.ng thl‘r&?s - make, design, invent - for miaterials e ok
working with machines machine, tool making things, look at
haying a job employment p e o
working in business business
managing a business management

9 Money and buying and selling

money in general money ¢ - ~ for a country’s money,
banks bank trade and industry,
paying for things pay’, cheque look at economy
having debts debt 4 — for business, see
buying and selling buy, sell, price, rent, shop TOPIC AREA 8
advertising advertisement

money for the work thatyoudo  pay? ne i

tax ’ tax vuilgede

insurance 19y insurance



lopic areas

10 Education and science

education in general
teaching and learning
examinations

schools and universities

science

mathematics

other subjects of study,
how people study things,
do research, etc

xvi

education

teach, learn
exam

school, university

science
mathematics
study

11 Leisure, sport, art and music

kinds of entertainment
having a party
children having fun

television and radio

entertainment

party
play?

- for knowledge and
information, look at
know, information

— for being good at
doing things, look at
skill

television/radio, video

- for going on holiday,
look at TOPIC AREA 12
— for things that interest
you or that you enjoy

doing, look at

films and the cinema film, cinema interesting

plays and the theatre play’, theatre ~ for acting and actors

games game look at act?

some particular games cards, chess — for the people

sport sport watching a film, play,

some particular sports athletics, boxing, football, race?, etc, look at audience
ski, swim - for competitions and

g ords to do with

all kinds of art art :\vrinning ar:)d losing,

particular kinds of art draw, paint!, picture, sculpture look at competition,

photography photograph win/lose

music music, dance, orchestra, pop/rock, i

. record, sing
12 Transport, travel and holidays

transport in general transport — for driving a vehicle,

by air plane especially a car, look

by sea boat at drive

by rail train — for fuel for vehicles,

by road bicycle, bus, car, lorry, look at fuel
motorcycle, taxi ~ for roads, look at road

holidays holiday - for accidents, look at

camping camp accident

going on a journey travel

buying a ticket ticket

staying in a hotel hotel 3 ¥

arriving and leaving arrive, leave

government and politics
kings and queens
parliament

elections

- for countries, look at
country!

~for political and other
kinds of power, look at
power



14 The law and crime

|

the law
crime
stealing
drugs
punishment

15 Fighting and war

fighting in general
hitting and kicking
war

the armed forces
weapons in general
guns and bombs

16 lliness and injury

illness, injury and pain

Topic areas

— for good and bad
behaviour, look at
right/wrong?

law, trial, police
crime

steal

drugs

punish, prison

fight - for enemies, look at
hit enemy

war

army, navy, air force

weapon

gun, bomb

iliness, injury, pain - for problems with

accident accident teeth, look at tooth,
mental illness mind dentist
treatment for illness or injury doctor, hospital, medicine,
operation
17 Religion and beliefs
religion in general religion, god ~ for the part of you
some particular religions Christian, Muslim, Jew which is not physical,
Vh” = look at spirit
c ‘urc es church _for belief.that
priests priest 2 is true,
o o e : look attrue
astrology (the stars) and magic  astrology, magic
18 Language and communication
communication in general communication s - these keywords cover
signs, gestures, etc sign particular kinds of
laughing and crying laugh, cry meaning or use of
the human voice voice language:
advise/suggest,

language language agreement, allow,
words and meaning grammar, meaning, word, name and/or/but, bet,
sounds and spelling letter?, punctuation blame, cause/effect,

- complain/protest,

saying what you think, feel, etc
speaking and listening

writing and reading

things used for writing

say, discuss/argue

speak, listen, conversation encourage, example,
write, read greet, if, inform,
insult, invite, lie',

paper, pen/pencil, computer

means of communication
letters, e-mail and faxes
meetings

telephone, post

letter! polite, possible’
meeting :nlu promise,
request, thank,



Topic areas

19 The media and literature

news and information
books and newspapers
television and radio
films and cinema

news, information

book, newspaper/magazine
television/radio

film, cinema

stories, plays, poems

knowing things

using your imagination

20 Knowing, thinking, feeling, wanting, liking

story, play', poem, literature

- for producing a book,
newspaper, etc, look
at publish, print

- for libraries, look at
library

know, understand,
remember/forget
imagination

thinking and having opinions

thinking that sth is certain,
possible or probable

think, opinion
possible!

feelings in general
particular feelings

emotion, suffer

afraid, angry, excited, forgive,
happy, sad, sorry, sympathy,
tired, worry

wanting and hoping

making plans, choices and
decisions

being willing to do sth

trying, avoiding, succeeding,

failing
liking and disliking
describing the good and
bad qualities of things

want, hope
intend/plan, decide/choose

willing

try, avoid/prevent,
succeed/fail, problem

like, enjoy, prefer, dislike
good, bad, important, useful,
value

- for the five senses,
look at see,
look/seem, show,
smell, taste, feel,
touch, hear, listen,
sound

21 Situations, actions, events and movement

events and situations
describing situations

happen, situation, luck
funny, interesting, quiet, strange,
surprise

actions and behaviour
ending an action
repeated actions or events

action, behaviour, habit
stop ;
again

beginning, continuing, finishing

ready or waiting
changing, growing and
developing

begin, continue, end/finish
ready, wait
change, grow, develop

movement in general
going to a place

ways of moving

speed of movement or action

causing something to move

move
arrive, leave, come/go, enter,
climb, visit

run, walk, fly, jump, fall, turn
fast/slow

put, bring/take/carry, lift,
pull/push, throw

the position of your body

lie?, sit, stand

— for giving, getting,
keeping, etc, look at
give, providt

£

get/obtain, s
e e A

have/possess, keep

— for finding, losing and
looking for things,
look at find, lose?,
look for

— for actions towards
other people (such as
helping or protecting
a person), look at
help, protect,
support, trust,
power, duty, obey



Topic areas

xix

22 Time and place
time in general time — for past, present an;i
length of time long/short! future, l(;ok at past?,
when? before/after, early/late, soon present?, future
how often something happens ~ how often - for events and periods
one thing after another first/next/last in the past, look at

i S P S — A history
tellinrg ,[hf,timci - . clock/watch _ for modern times,
periods of time day, night, week, year, season look at modem
the date date
where a thing or person is place!
parts and positions of things place?, direction, right/left,

distance

23 Describing objects and materials; measuring; counting
lines and shapes line, shape, angle, circle, straight — for different materials
colour colour that things are made
surfaces surface of, look at material
s — for some particular
size in general size materials, look at
bfg and small big/small glass, gold/ silver,
dimensions height, long/short?, wide/narrow, metal, stone, wood

deep, fat/thin/thick

weight weight
numbers in general number
some particular numbers one, two, hundred
quantities and amounts how much/many
changing quantities or amounts increase/decrease
average amounts average

enough enough



