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PREFACE
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Rethinking America is a multi-skill cultural series for
students of English as a Second Language. Each book
has ten broad topic areas. However, the subject matter
in these areas varies from book to book. Rethinking
America incorporates authentic texts as a source of
reading. Authentic texts give the student an entry into
understanding American culture by hearing authentic
voices about their views and experiences. These
readings also represent a variety of genres: newspaper
articles and essays, poems, short stories, charts,
graphs, and many others.

The readings and activities throughout Rethinking
America foster cultural awareness, understanding,
and interaction among students, and between students
and their local settings, whether they are studying
English in the U.S. or in another country. This series is
intended to get students to examine not only American
cultural values, but their own cultural values as well.
Through these readings and activities, students engage
in meaningful dialogues, and in the process, refine
their English language skills.

Many of the changes and additions in this new
edition stem from the thoughtful suggestions of
students and teachers who have used Rethinking
America over the years and from the suggestions of
reviewers who carefully examined all three new
manuscripts as we developed the series. It was
extremely gratifying to be able to make use of these
ideas as we expanded the original book into a three-
book series.

This expansion involved several different types of
changes. First of all, there are two new books at the
intermediate and high-intermediate levels. Secondly,
we have increased the scope of the reading
comprehension sections, added specific reading
strategies instruction in each chapter, and provided
some exciting new ancillary components, including a
video segment to accompany each chapter and an
Almanac containing supplementary information at the
back of each book. Thirdly, all follow-up activities now
include exercises which are relevant to students who
are using the book in a setting outside of the United
States as well as within the U.S.

ORGANIZATION
Chapter Organization Each chapter is organized
around a central theme and divided into two

subthemes. Each subtheme contains two readings that
examine the topic from different points of view.

INTRODUCTORY MATERIALS

Before You Read Each reading is introduced by a
photo, chart, or some other visual opener related to
the reading topic. A brief preview of the reading
follows, and students are encouraged to think about
what they already know about the topic and to answer
some questions about the preview.

Cultural Cues Information that may be culture-
specific, such as references to television shows or
historical figures, is explained before the reading.
About the Author Brief biographies of many of the
authors are included. Photos of major figures in
American culture are also provided.

THE READING

Each reading includes line numbers for easy reference
by the student and teacher. In addition, some words
are highlighted for quick reference.

Within each chapter, a video segment related to the
topic and obtained from the CNN video archives is
listed. Each video clip is accompanied by a set of
suggested discussion questions.

EXPANSION MATERIALS

Check Your Comprehension Following each reading
are five or more questions regarding the content of the
reading.

Reading Strategy A specific reading strategy is
highlighted in each follow-up reading activity. A brief
statement about the strategy appears in a box in the
margin along with a reference to the Reading Strategy
Guide in the front of the book which contains a more
complete explanation of the strategy.

Vocabulary In this section, students work with the
vocabulary from the reading. The activities are varied
and designed to keep the interest level high: some ask
the students to think about the grammatical context of
vocabulary, such as the use of prepositions in
idiomatic phrases; some are matching and filling in the
blank exercises; still others are games, such as word
searches or crossword puzzles.

Think About It This section asks students to go
beyond the factual content of a reading and relate



their own knowledge and experience to the themes
that are introduced. These questions sometimes ask
students to apply their understanding to projects, such
as participating in simulations, or looking at outside
materials such as magazines and newspapers.
Synthesis At the end of each chapter, a section of
exercises and activities helps students integrate the
ideas presented in the four readings of each chapter.
These activities are designed to be relevant to students
inside as well as outside the U.S.

Discussion and Debate This section presents
several questions that can be used for class discussion
or debate. This activity encourages students to come
up with their own questions, as well.

Writing Topics The writing topics present different
levels of writing tasks, from simple question-and-
answer assignments or single-paragraph writing, to
journal entries and short essays.

On Your Own This section suggests projects that can
be done outside of class. These activities include

Preface Xxix

watching videos, conducting surveys, doing library or
Internet research, as well as an array of other student-
centered pursuits.

BONUS FEATURES

CNN Video Segments Each volume of the
Rethinking America series has an accompanying CNN
video. The clips on this video are closely tied to one or
more of the readings in the Rethinking America text.
Questions are included in the text to foster discussion
of the video. The video transcriptions are available and
appear in the end of the book.

The Almanac An almanac filled with stimulating and
rich cultural information is found at the back of each
book. It includes a list of major events in U.S. history,
temperature conversion tables, and other general
information.

Answer Keys All answer keys are offered behind the
Almanac for the convenience of those who want to
check their exercises.
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Strategies

The following reading strategies are introduced and practiced in Rethinking
America 1:

Drawing Conclusions Sometimes readings contain suggestions rather
than direct statements. When this happens, you have to guess, or draw
conclusions based on the information available to you.

Finding the Main Idea The main idea is the central, most important idea
in the reading. Finding and understanding the main idea will help you
understand the central purpose of the reading.

Increasing Speed By increasing your reading speed, you will actually
understand more of what you are reading. When you increase your speed,
you read words in groups, rather than individually. This helps you see the
connections between the words and phrases in the reading.

Making Predictions When you make predictions, you use what you
already know to make guesses about a reading before beginning the reading.
Then, as you read, you check to see if your predictions were accurate.
Predictions help you focus and prepare for the reading.

Reading Aloud Reading Aloud simply means speaking what you are
reading, rather than reading silently. When you read aloud you hear the
sound of words and phrases. Reading aloud can help you understand new
words and information.

Scanning Scanning means reading quickly, without reading every word, in
order to find specific information in a reading.

Skimming Skimming means reading quickly, without reading every word,
in order to get the main idea of a reading. When you skim, look at titles,
illustrations and anything else in a reading that will quickly give you
information.

Summarizing Summarizing means taking only the most important ideas
and information from a reading and putting them in your own words. Try
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fitting your summaries on index cards.

Understanding by Categorizing Categorizing means placing information
into groups or categories. Putting ideas into two or more different categories
can help you get a better understanding of the relationships between ideas
in a reading.

Understanding from Context Sometimes you can figure out the meaning
of a new word or phrase by looking at the other words that come before and
after it. These surrounding words can help to show the meaning of the new
word or phrase.

{
Understanding Examples Examples are often used to support main ideas
in a reading. Finding these examples will help give you a better
understanding of the main points of a reading.

Understanding Facts and Opinions A fact is something that is real and
true. An opinion, on the other hand, is what a person believes. An opinion
has no proof. It is very important to make sure you understand when what
you are reading is fact and when it is opinion.

Understanding Humor Sometimes it can be difficult to understand the
humor of another language and culture. However, by looking out for areas
where the author exaggerates, or writes something which is clearly the
opposite of what is true (sarcasm), you can often spot areas of humor in a
reading.

Understanding Processes A process is a sequence of related events.
Understanding the process of events in a reading helps you see the order in
which events happen. Look for words like “first,” “second,” “then,” “next,”
and “finally” to help you understand a process.

Understanding Pronouns A pronoun is a word that is used in place of a
noun. For example, instead of referring to your sister by name, you might
use a pronoun such as “she,” “her,” or “hers.” Recognizing when a pronoun is
being used in place of a noun will help you to read more quickly and with
better understanding.




