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Pre-reading Questions:
1. How many languages can you speak?
2. What language will become a world language? Why?

3. What language has the largest number of native speakers?

Comprehension Vocabulary
The advantages of some form of
international language in the modern world are
obvious. Thanks to modern methods of
transport, we can travel everywhere more
easily and more quickly than ever before, but 5
the language problem still remains. Without a
Why is a world common language, misunderstandings arise
language important?  and there can be no real contact between
people of different nationalities.
There are two possible solutions to this 10
problem ;either we choose one of the existing
major languages of the world, or we make up
an artificial * one. But neither solution is % not natural
simple because no existing major language will
be acceptable to everyone and because an 15
artificial language, such as Esperanto, has no
literature and would be thought dull by many
learners.
It is often said that English i1s quickly

becoming a world language. It is certainly the 20

most widely used language in the world, and

“its” refers to ? second only to Chinese in its number of native

*  speakers but there are certain dangers in
choosing English as an international language.
First of all, owing to political reasons and 25
.- Why is English not national pride .,i English is not acceptable to
-acceptable? everyone as a world language. Many dislike

its influence; they see it as a form of

LEE




interference, perhaps even domination ¥
English words enter their languages and this
too causes offence. In France, a new

has been invented to

word franglais
describe the results. Le weekend has existed

for ages and the breath test® is called

[’alcoholtest. Although English is being.

taught in more and more schools abroad, the
process is not always popular. Not every
nation is prepared to accept the dominant*®
position of a foreign language in their
educational system.

Another danger is that differences in
standard English arise from its use throughout
the world. It could break up, with languages
developing from dialects * of English. Already
Indian teachers and Nigerian® students have
been unable to understand each other’s
English. The dialects of West Africa and the
Caribbean® are not normally understood by
users of any of the standard forms of English.

It has also been said that the choice of
English will make native speakers unwil'ling to
learn other languages, as a result- of their
satisfaction with their own. But, for better or
worse, it is English which is being taught
most widely throughout the world. Indeed

“it” refers to ? some would say it has already become the

world language.

Words and Expressions

advantage/ad'va:ntidz/n §H F| &4
nationality/,naefa'naliti/n [E

solution/sa'lu:fon/n ()
existing/ig'zistin/a  BLFEH

@ breath test : TFUE ML, %?WHEE’]"?“&M#U&%‘]TREE@ o S gk,
@ Nigerian; (P4 —[H %) JE H F .4
@ Caribbean; (PR %&Hﬁﬁg)ﬂﬂ%wﬁ

44.

30

35

40

45

50

99

% full control

¥ most 1m-

portant

* a variety

of a language
used in one
part of a

country




artificial/;a:ti'fifel/a Aﬁ%!AI%

Esperanto/.espa'raentau/n fﬁﬁ-iﬁ
literature/'litorit[o/n 3 HEK

influence/'influans/n 32

interference/,inta'fiarans/n T3
domination/domi'neifon/n X BCL,4IG
offence/a'fens/n BB, 1% |
dominant/'dominant/a X ELHY. B IEHT -5 LEHY
dialect/'daislekt/n HL K&, H 5,1 &
unwilling/'an'wilin/a ARER,REBH)
standard/s'tendoad/a FRUEH)

owing to +
thanks to T ,HTF
make up RIS, EH

as a result of fEXHC-HER

for better or worse AWHIR, AT ELE

Exercises

L4

1. Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Write “T”(true) or “F”(false)
in the brackets for each statement,
1) English has become the world language. ( )
~ 2) Chinese is certainly the most widely used language in the world. ( )
3) Indian teachers and Nigerian students have been unable to understand each other’s
English. ( )
2. Analyze the text. Choose the correct answer.

1) There can be no contact between people of different nationalities

A. without modern methods of transport
B. without an international language

C. without Esperanto

D. without English

2) English is not acceptable to everyone as a world language because of

A. some political reasons B. national pride
C.A,BandD D. differences in standard English
3) Owing to ., Indian teachers and Nigerian students have been unable to

understand each other’s English.

A. dialects of English B. different nationalities
C. standard English D. their educational systems
sl 4) has the largest number of native speakers in the world.




A. Spanish B. English
C. Chinese D. French

3. Match the word in the left column with its definition in the right column.

1) artiticial A. something useful or helpful

2) make up B. a vartety of a language used in one part of a
3) offence country, different from the standard language
4) dominant C. condition of being hurt in one’s feelings

5) dialect | D. invent

E. not natural
F. having control,most important
G. clear, easy to understand

4. Select the best answer among the four choices.

1) a good teacher, John passed the examination.
A. Thanks to B. Because
C. Thanks for D. Owing
2) There is more than one solution this problem.
A. for B.in
C.to | D. with
3) The hunter knew the Indians might kill him et him live,
A. neither...or B. either. .. or
C.nor...or 4 D. either...so
4) San Francisco is second only New York as the tourist city of the United
States.
A. by B. with
C. beyond | D. to
5) Many countries to consider nuclear energy.
A. are preparing B. are prepared
C. prepares D. has prepared
6) These results appear only in very artificial conditions. “Artificial” means
A. artistic | B. international
C. not natural D. practical
7) The of Europe over the rest of the world has changed.
A. domination B. occupation
C. inclusion D. competition

8) A serious problem has

A. risen B. arisen

C. been risen D. been arisen
9) 1 missed my flight ~a traffic hold-up.

A. because B. thanks for

C. owing to D. as to
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10) The play is liable to give _

A. defence
C. difference

5. Translation

1) AT RIEIE]L

i
i, —
i,

to many people because it 1s realistic.

ERIRA A

B. dependence

D. offence

b FHEHES . (It is said)

2) X AERRIZATREE — 1N EE T3P . (solution)
3) ANEEE,RIMTER LS, (or better or worse)
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Pre-reading Questions: |
1. Great Britain has three parts. What are the name and the language of each part?

2. Why may English continue to be an important international language?

—— —

Comprehension ﬁ Vocabulary

Many people think the English do not like

to speak other languages. In fact, English is a

mixture * of words from many different * something
languages. Because of this,the vocabulary of made by

“It” refers to ?  the English language is very large. It is much 9 combining

larger than almost every other language 1n the different

world. things

Many English words come from Latin®,the
old language of Rome, and also from old
Greek®. From Latin we get words like 10
‘wine’ , ‘use’and ‘day’. From Greek we have
words such as ‘photograph’, ‘bible’® and
“these two languages” ‘ink’. Because these two languages are dead * * not spoken

refers to ? the words have most often come through other any more

@ Latin:37 715
@ Greek : fy il
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