CREEES TS

— ',__ f V4
- Y =i
Ve 4 y [J' =
—_— — -

Macbeth

"WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

PEARSON

SEEME s B



O LrmEiEE S TS (m=se)

Macbeth
A

[

(1200 - 1700 1] )

L AR ARy




BEERRE (CIP) iR

FHA/NHKE]P LT (Shakespeare, W.) #F; [ZEIMAMT (Collins, A.) H5.
b tRAEBHRAFILREAT, 20068

(ERIERE 5 IEYFE - B=%5)

ISBN 7-5062-8532-0

L % Il Q- Of-- Il FE—EFEY IV. H319.4

o E AR 4 B 578 CIP BB F (2006) 2 103106 5

This edition of Macbeth, First Edition is published by arrangement with Pearson
Education Limited and Penguin Books Limited.
Copyright © Penguin Books 2004

DA EIER itk (HZF4)

e A=

R # #: William Shakespeare
X § #. Anne Collins
HiEmE: kFH IEF
B R HARBHERAFEERAR
% 7. HAEPBERAFILRLAFE

(Huht: bR KE 1375 #B%: 100010  HiE: 64077922
¥ ZHFHEBEASEE
B Rl ERAREBERBRAF
v A&: 889x1194 1/32
En . 2
B R: 2006cE8 AE 1R 2006 E8 A% 1 IKETRY
BRAUEIR: B 01 - 2006 - 5075

ISBN 7-5062-8532-0/H.942

MR AE BEODLR




XEREESEY FTFEEER (KF

TS EERFEE R IR 2 EWE G RPN, ROEREEE—.
ZHEREVERFNAALHKEW,. E6 8 OATHIEEEY, HFLKIEHA,
RERABAET MR EWNFE, BB RIRIE, EERE LMK
5%, TE P 3R R EEREB RN, TRRILTERBETEN—KEH,

AR LBAAEEEXEEFZ WO A EABAE G IR BHEZ 2K
SEMALREAES, WALKRES, TEF-REAATLEAR, NERERE.
AR, F40EATELEN, HERELBFFSEA, AXHHALT,
ERIERSHY AR A EREEREM Y. A, SHEWEH LY A
. EERE AN, KBS EEHT AR RS X AEEME, HB)
FRAFTHER, BHRUNNEEER. $=, HHEVABIRXFLERET
R, REFHFRANEANE/L, ERARE T XELENHIRE, HTEHT
g, AEFERBEPATERFLUE . REMITIWAXERAFTT .

X ERNAT RG] £ ERFEEFTAHF (Stephen Krashen ) sy —AE LW,
B, ik, FERUIMER-NITE, HEEHHEAEHMEE TRNNESESR
AT, WERGEHESAEREAABIFLENAE, REFWAY, XAFHF
FFINEEIH—NENER, ERNAHEINFEEZRAZEE L, EFENER
RE, SSFEREHEMENESE . B E NN EMREEL TRE,
WA, $4EATREME, AAEEFNRRD, HEEER, HERZHE
TH#AWAZEAR, BHTHRNHEEC, BRINFENABENFELRMEES
AT, AL EHEHY . £85I RENSBHIE Y, “CRIGER S
PR REITAW, PREIZRENHFEY. XR-EXHERBF LK
FHEE, WA REREY, F4ETUERAH, ZSERNEREM
VAR E, AT#RE 8 CHEERT,

B e BUE R ERRR? B4k, ERBRFEELNEY. WR-T
FEEERS, BRRBES, #HRTHER, RTGENEXRT., Tok—
EKEFRW, KENEUNRTHHR, —RRH, FLRBUBEERE, TLE
TFFhH. HA, ERTHERR B, LTE 44307, EFEEREE,
FHEERAREHR &, SANEEREY, BB SUML—H, FLBOREL
ETHEE, WElA, MEREEEY, HEHATAMIEE-LITE, XEHK
RUGEF R, BA, FERTUM—RER, EFLHASHLEIE; TUMK—
WEAWENSES, EFEA4S bt £6FE, TEESLRME. FHEpr
BEE—&, EEHREAR, RRORAEEE RIH s BAHEK,

FEMAN, HRIBHENYREZREIC2EENER-NTPNHR, £
MEHATT UK — R FHYBRF, NEERELH —FFRA, §HFEAR, K
Y EEA T LM RERE

TS EERFEERR, AR AL




Introduction

‘I have committed so many bloody crimes now that I cannot return to the
Y Y
person I used to be’

Macbeth is about the fall of a fine man who has one terrible
weakness — his political ambition. At the start of the play, Macbeth
is a brave soldier who is loved, admired and completely trusted by
Duncan, the wise and noble King of Scotland. But then he meets
three witches who predict that he will be king, and he starts to
think about murdering Duncan. Macbeth sinks deeper and deeper
into crime; by the end of the play he has become a lonely tyrant,
who is hated by everyone.

Lady Macbeth, Macbeth’s wife, is a very dangerous woman. She
is even more ambitious than her husband, and has a stronger
character. When she hears about the witches’ predictions, her only
desire is for Macbeth to be king. While Macbeth is unsure about
their murderous plans, his wife will not give up. She coldly plans
the details of Duncan’s murder, while pretending to welcome him
as hostess. She calls her husband a coward and a fool as she pushes
him down the road to crime.

Macbeth is a very interesting and difficult part for an actor. His
character is complicated and changes during the play. Even after he
commits terrible acts, we still feel sorry for him. The part of
beautiful, ambitious Lady Macbeth is a dream for many actresses.
She has murderous plans, but can seem so sweet and innocent to
others.

Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s greatest and most powerful
plays. It was first printed in 1623, and the story takes place six
centuries earlier, in eleventh-century Scotland. But we are still

interested today in the effects of ambition; in loyalty and betrayal;
in fate, the supernatural and the battle between good and evil. It is



also a very exciting play, with sword fights, murders, a ghost and
witches. There are few main characters and a strong, simple story
that is easy to read, or watch, and to remember.

William Shakespeare, the most famous writer of plays in the
English language, was born in Stratford-upon-Avon on 26 April
1564 and died on 23 April 1616. He wrote thirty-seven plays and
many poems. Several of his historical plays, like Macbeth, are about
political ambition and the battle for power.

Macbeth was probably first performed in 1606 for King James I,
the first king of both England and Scotland. James was very
interested in the subject of witches, although he was afraid of them
as well. Shakespeare took the story from a book called Holinshed's
Chronicles, and the material in the play is not historically correct.
But many of the places are real: Macbeth’s castle is in Inverness, in
the north of Scotland, and Macduff’s castle is in the area of Fife,
further south.

There have been many interesting and unusual productions of
Macbeth in different countries, on film and on stage. Joe Macbeth
(1955) was a Hollywood gangster film, and Throne of Blood (1957)
was a Japanese film about the battle for power among nobles in
Japan in the past. In 1971 the director Roman Polanski made an
excellent film of Macbeth, which is filmed against a real Scottish
background but also uses special effects for the supernatural.

In British theatres, some actors and stage workers believe that it
is unlucky to call the play by its name. When Macbeth is in
production, they call it ‘the Scottish play’!




Reading and acting the play

You can read Macbeth silently, like every other story in a book.You
will have to imagine the places, the characters’ clothes and their
voices from the words on the page.You can also read it in a group
with other people and bring the characters to life by the way you
speak the words. You can make them sound angry, sad or afraid,
and add silences and important noises, like the knocking at the
gate after Duncan’s murder or the ringing of the bell. You can also
stop and discuss the play. Do the characters mean what they say, or
are they hiding their real intentions and feelings?

But Macbeth was written for actors on a theatre stage. Sword
fights and murders, and the behaviour of unusual supernatural
characters like witches and a ghost, are fun to act. The characters
can speak through their words, but also through their actions:
Macbeth must show his terror of Banquo’s ghost at the dinner;
Lady Macbeth shows her guilty feelings by trying to wash
imaginary blood from her hands; poor Lady Macduftf must show
her love for her son.

The play moves quickly, so scenes must change quickly too.You
will need simple furniture like a table for some scenes in the
castles, and pictures or models of trees for the outside forest scenes.
You will also have to think about how characters dress. Macbeth
wears armour at the beginning and end of the play, but when he
becomes king he wears a crown. What should eleventh-century
noblewomen like Lady Macbeth and Lady Macduff wear? Are the
witches going to be dressed in traditional black clothes? And the
ghost will need a lot of blood! You will also need stage equipment
— swords, daggers and the witches’ magic pot.

The story of Macbeth will really come alive through acting. Act
it if you can, or read it, but enjoy it!
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The Characters in the Play

DuNCcaN, King of Scotland

MALCOLM, Duncan’s son

DONALBAIN, Duncan’s son

MACBETH, Thane of Glamis

LADY MACBETH, wife of Macbeth

SEYTON, Macbeth’s servant

SERVANT, Lady Macbeth’s servant

BANQUO, thane, friend of Macbeth

FLEANCE, Banquo’s son

MACDUEF, Thane of Fife

LADY MACDUFF, wife of Macduff

SON OF MACDUFF

LENNOX

RoOss

MENTETH ; Scottish thanes

ANGUS

CATHNESS

SEYWARD, Lord of Northumberland

AN ENGLISH SOLDIER

A CAPTAIN '

A DocToRr

A GATEKEEPER

AN OLD MaAN

THREE WITCHES

THREE MURDERERS

A SOLDIER, TWO CHILDREN, EIGHT KINGS (characters shown by the
witches)

LORDS, GENTLEMEN, OFFICERS, SOLDIERS, ATTENDANTS,
MESSENGERS, SERVANTS
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Act 1 The Three Witches

Scene 1 A dark forest

It is a wild and stormy night, with thunder and lightning. The three
witches enter.)

FIRST WiTCH: When shall we three meet again?
In thunder, lightning or in rain?

SECOND WITCH: When the fighting has ended. When the battle’s
been lost and won.

THIRD WITCH: That will be before the sun goes down.

FIRST WITCH: Where shall we meet?

SECOND WITCH: On the moor.

THIRD WITCH: We’ll meet Macbeth there.

ALL: Good is evil, and evil is good.
Let’s fly off through the foggy wood.

[They leave.]

Scene 2 An open road in the country

[King Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain and Lennox enter from one side
with their attendants. An army captain, bleeding, enters from the other
side.]

DUNCAN [to his sons]): Who is this man, covered in blood? From his
appearance, he can give us the latest news of the battle.

Maccorm: This officer fought very bravely to stop the enemy
taking me prisoner. Hail, brave friend! Tell the King how the
battle was going when you left.

CAPTAIN: It was not clear which side was winning. Then brave
Macbeth cut a path through the enemy soldiers with his sword



until he came face to face with their cruel leader, Macdownald.
He cut him open from his chin to his stomach, and fixed his
head on the castle walls.

DUNCAN [admiringly]: How brave and noble Macbeth is!

CAPTAIN: But as the enemy were starting to run away, the King of
Norway saw a new opportunity to attack us. He brought in
fresh soldiers and the battle began again.

DuNcaN: Did that not shock our captains, Macbeth and Banquo?

CAPTAIN: No, not at all. They started to attack the enemy twice as
enthusiastically. [holding his side in pain] But 1 am weak; I need
help.

DuNCcAN: Your words show your true character as clearly as your
bleeding cuts. [to his attendants] Take him away and fetch doctors
for him. [ The captain leaves with the attendants. The Thanes* of Ross
and Angus enter.] Who is this?

MarcoLMm: The noble Thane of Ross.

LENNOX: He is certainly in a hurry. He seems to have some
important news to tell us.

Ross: God save the King!

DUNCAN: Where have you come from, noble Thane?

Ross: From Fife, great King. The King of Norway was attacking
us with great numbers of men, helped by that most disloyal
traitor, the Thane of Cawdor. But Macbeth faced him without
fear and fought him, and finally the victory was ours.

DuUNCAN: That is wonderful news! But the Thane of Cawdor will
not betray us again. Go and order his immediate execution. And
give his title to Macbeth.

Ross: I will make sure that it is done.

DUNCAN: He has lost what noble Macbeth has won.

[They all leave.]

* Thane: a Scottish lord




Scene 3 A wild moor

[ The three witches enter to the sound of thunder.]

FIRST WITCH: Where have you been, sister?

SEcOND WiTcCH: Killing pigs.

THIRD WITCH: And you, sister?

FIRST WITCH: A sailor’s wife was eating sweets. ‘Give me some, [
said. ‘Get away from me, you old witch!’ she replied. But she’ll
be sorry. Her husband’s a ship’s captain and he’s sailed to Aleppo.
I'll follow him and start a horrible storm.

[A drum sounds in the distance.]
THIRD WITCH: A drum, a drum! Macbeth is coming!

[They join hands and dance round in a circle. Macbeth and Banquo
enter.

MACBETH: I have never known such an eventful day.

BANQUO [secing the witches and stopping in surprise]: Who are these
creatures, so old and dressed so strangely? They don’t look
human. [to the witches] Are you real? You look like women, but
not like normal women.

MACBETH: Speak if you can! Who are you?

FIRST WiTCH: Hail, Macbeth! Hail, Thane of Glamis!

SECOND WiTCH: Hail, Macbeth! Hail, Thane of Cawdor!

THIRD WiTCH: Hail, Macbeth, who will be king one day!

BANQUO [to Macbeth]: Why, sir, do you look so surprised, and seem
to be afraid of such a wonderful future? [to the witches] You've
completely silenced my friend with your predictions of noble
titles and royal hopes. But you haven't said anything to me. If
you really can look into the future, then tell me. 'm not asking
for your help and I'm not afraid of your hate.

FIRST WITCH: Hail!
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SECOND WITCH: Hail!

THIRD WITCH: Hail!

FIRST WITCH: You’ll be less than Macbeth, but also greater.

SECOND WITCH: Not so happy, but much happier.

THIRD WITCH: Your children will be kings, although you won’t be
king. So hail, Macbeth and Banquo!

FIRST WITCH: Banquo and Macbeth, hail!

[ The witches start to leave.]

MACBETH {following]: Wait! Tell me more! 1 know that I'm the
Thane of Glamis. I got that title when my father died. But how
can I be Thane of Cawdor? The Thane of Cawdor is alive and
well. And it’s unbelievable that I could be king. Where did you
get this information, and why have you stopped us on this wild
moor to tell us your strange predictions?

[ The witches laugh and disappear.]

BANQUO: Where have they gone?

MACBETH: Into the air. They seemed real, but they have
disappeared like breath in the wind. Why did they not stay?
BANQUO: Were they really here? Or did we imagine it? Have we

gone mad?
MACBETH [laughing}: Your children will be kings.
BANQUO [laughing too]: You will be king.
MACBETH: And Thane of Cawdor too, did they not say?
BaNQuo: That is what they said. [calling] Who is there?

[Ross and Angus enter.]

Ross: The King was very pleased to hear the news of your victory,
Macbeth. You put yourself in great personal danger among the
enemy soldiers. Messenger after messenger reported how
bravely you defended Scotland. So, as a reward, the King has
ordered me to give you the title of Thane of Cawdor.



BANQUO [very surprised]: What! Are these evil creatures able to
predict the truth?

MACBETH [disbelieving]: But the Thane of Cawdor is alive. Why are
you calling me by another man’s title?

ANGUS: The man with that title is still alive, but he is going to be
executed. He does not deserve to live. I do not know whether
he supported the King of Norway, or our enemy Macdownald,
but he betrayed his own country.

MACBETH [to himself]: I am the Thane of Glamis, and now of
Cawdor too. That was the first step. [to Ross and Angus) Thank
you for your trouble. [to Banquo] Are you not hoping now that
your children will be kings? That is what those same creatures
promised you.

BANQUO: If that is the direction of your thoughts, then you will
start to think about being king. But it is very strange how, when
evil creatures want to hurt us, they often tell us the truth about
unimportant things. They want to make us trust them. Then it
will be easy for them to harm us later. [to Ross and Angus] Can
I have a word with you, friends?

[Banguo, Ross and Angus walk away from Macbeth.]

MACBETH [to himself]: One of the witches’ predictions has become
true. This supernatural business cannot be evil, but it cannot be
good either. If it is evil, why has it given me a taste of success by
starting with a truth? I am the Thane of Cawdor. If it is good,
why is a horrible idea forming in my brain, which makes my
heart beat fast in a most unnatural way? The thought of murder
is causing my whole body to shake.

BANQUO [fo Ross and Angus, and looking at Macbeth]: Look how
thoughtful our friend is.

MACBETH [to himself]: If it really is my fate to be king, then it may
happen without any work from me.

BANQUO: He has not got used to his new title yet.




MACBETH [to himself]: If it happens, it happens.

BANQUO [aalling]: Noble Macbeth, we are waiting for you.

MACBETH: Please forgive me. [ was thinking about the past. Let us
go to the King. [fo Banquo] Think about what has happened
today, and let us discuss it when we have more time.

BanQuo: I will be very glad to do that.

MACBETH: Until then, let us not think about it any more. [to Ross
and Angus} Come, friends.

[They all leave.)

Scene 4 An open space

[King Duncan, Lennox, Malcolm and Donalbain enter with their
attendants.]

DUNCAN: Has the Thane of Cawdor been executed yet?

MALCOLM: My lord, the executioners have still not returned. But
I spoke to someone who saw him die, who said that he died
very well. He asked you to forgive him for his disloyalty, and
died in such a noble way that his death became the best act of
his life. '

DUNCAN [sadly}: You cannot read a man’s mind by looking at his
face. I really trusted him.

[Macbeth, Banquo, Ross and Angus enter.]

DUNCAN [to Macbeth]: Oh, noble cousin! You have done so much
for me. I do not know how I can ever reward you.

MACBETH: You do not need to reward me. It is enough for me to
serve you and give my loyalty to you and your family.

DuUNCAN: Noble Banquo, you also deserve my great thanks. [to
everyone] Sons, relatives, thanes, and everyone who is dear to me,
[ am going to give all my land and property to my eldest son,
Maicolm, when I die. From today, he will be known as the



Prince of Cumberland. [to Macbeth] Now, let us go to your castle
at Inverness.

MACBETH: I will ride ahead and tell my wife that you are coming.
She will be very pleased.

DUNCAN: My noble Cawdor!

MACBETH [to himself, angrily]: The Prince of Cumberland! So
Malcolm is now in my way. I will have to solve this problem.
Stars, hide your fires! I do not want light shining on my dark,
secret desire to be king. [He leaves.]

DUNCAN [to Banquo]: I am very pleased with Macbeth. He is so
brave, and he cannot do enough for me. Let us follow him. We
have no better friend.

[They all leave.]

Scene 5 The great hall in Macbeth’s castle

[Lady Macbeth enters alone, reading a letter. She sits down at a table.]

LADY MACBETH [reading]: They met me on the day of our victory,
and they know things that no ordinary human beings can know.
I wanted to ask them more, but they disappeared. While I stood
there, shocked, messengers came from the King who called me
Thane of Cawdor. The three witches greeted me with this title
before they called me the future king. I wanted to tell you about
these things, my dearest partner, so that you too can look
forward to our great future. Keep this news in your heart, and
goodbye. [She puts the letter away in her pocket, then stands and
walks around the room.] You are Thane of Glamis, and Cawdor,
and you will be king too. But I am not confident of your
character; you are too full of gentle kindness to act on this
opportunity. You want to be powerful, and you are ambitious,
but you prefer to get what you want without harming anyone.
You want to be king, but you fear what you must do. Come




