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FAST READING 1

1. Mr Perkin’s New Car

Mr Perkin stcod at the bus-stop and watched
the cars go by, Many of the cars were new Beta
400s, and most of them were yellow, Mr Perkin
always wore the same clothes as other men, ate the
same food as other people, and did the same things
after work, and at the end of the week, Mr Perkin
did not like to be different, ‘

The following week, Mr Perkin bought a new,
bright yellow Beta 400, He was very pleased with
it, and drove {0 work in it the very next day. He
was even more pleased with his new car, when he
saw all the other Beta 400s,in front, behind, and
on both sides of him,

Mr Perkin parked his car in a big car-park
near his office, and walked the rest of the way,
Bui when he came back at five o’clock there were
so many bright yellow Beta 400s in the car-park,
that Mr Perkin did not know which car was his,
He tried his key in some of the cars, but people
passing by gave him a look he did not like, So he
stopped,

Poor Mr Perkin had to wait nearly two hours
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until his was the only yellow Bela 400 in the
car-park,
210 words

Comprehension exercise,

1, Mr Perkin wanted a new yellow Beta 400,

because .

A. the bus did not come

B, he liked new clothes, food and cars

C. he liked to do the same as other people

D. he liked to be different from others
2. He drove to work in his new car

A, the day after he bought it

B, the day he bought it

C.a week after he bought it

D. on the day he first watched the car pasking
8. He was pleased with his new car, because___
" A.no-one else had a yellow one

B. it was the same as cars all around him

C. he was in front of all the other cars

D. other cars were not as bright as his
4. At five o’clock, Mr Perkin

A. walked home

B. drove his car out of the car-park

C. came back to the car-park

D. did not know which was his car-park



5., People gave him a look in the car-park be-
' cause

A. he had a nice new car

B. he could not open the door of his car

C. he was in the wrong car-park

D, he was trying to open more than one car
6. Mr Perkin had to wait until .

A, there was only one yellow Beta 400 in the

car-park

B. there was only one. car in the car-park

C, there were no bright yellow cars in the

. car-park

D, there was no one about to look at him,



FAST READING 1

7. Webster Toys Ltd,

You have heard of Webster Toys, Webster’s
have made good, safe, interesting toys for more
than a hundred years, Now, we sell them, and chil-
dren play with them, in countries from New Zea-
land to Norway, and from Japan to Brazil, We are
looking for someone to sell our toys in the Far
East. He (or she) will be between the ages of
thirty and forty, He will already have some years
of selling in world markets behind him, He will
speak good English, and at least one other language
of the Far East,

The people we are looking for will live in
Singapore, and work in our office there, but he
will travel for up to six months in any one year,
He will know the Far East quite well already, He
will know how to sell in old markets, and where
to find new ones, He will understand money, and
make more than ever before, for himself, and for
Webster Toys,

Webster’s want someone who can stand on his
own feet. If you think you are the person we are
looking for, write to Mr J, Sloman at our Head

4



of fice,

Webster Toys Lid,
Church Mill, Watford
Herts, WD3 6HE

191 words
Comprehension exercise
1, Children play with Webster toys .
A.only in countries a long way from each
other
B. in countries all over the world
C. in only four couniries of the world
D.only in New Zealand, Norway, Japan and
Brazil
2. The person Webster’s are iooking for, will be
A, thirty years of age
B, forty years of age
C. less than forty years of age .
D. between thirty and forty years of age
3. “ile will already have some years of selling in

world markets behind him” means )

A, he has already soid things in different parts
of the world.

B, he has sold toys for some years



5.

€. he has already sold toys all over the world
D. he has already sold things for some years
The person *will speak .

A, English and only one other language

B, English or any other language

C. English or any other Far Eastern language
D, English and a Far Bastern language

He will live in Singapore
A, for at least 6 months in any one year
B, all through the year

C. for less than six months a year

D. for up to six months

“Someone who can stand on his own feet”

means .

A, someone who does not stand on other peo-
ple’s feet '

B. someone who can understand money

C. someone who can work by himself
D, someone who understands many languages



FAST READING 1

3. The Dry Dinner

Ben and his wife Susan were on their way to
have dinner with their friends, Ian and Betty, It
was a dark, windy night, and they did not know
the road very well, They drove through Cooks-
town, until they found what they thought was
the road to Dorling, where Ian and Betty lived,
But it soon became clear that they were not on
the road to Dorling at all, The road that they were
on was getting narrower, and there were no other
cars on it, The wind was blowing harder with every
minute that passed, '

They came to a small village, They drove past
a church, and then two houses without lights on,
There was nobody about to tell them where they
were, or where the road went, Just then, Ben saw
a telephone-box, fifty metres or so further on,
While he walked back along the road to see if
there was a name outside the church, Susan tele-
phoned Ian and Betty to tell them that they were
still on their way,

Betty was just saying that the dinner was
already rather dry, when Ben came back to the

7



telephone-hox, his head down against the wind, He

said that there was a tree lying across the road,

and that the tielerhone lines were down, Susan

heard nothing more from Betty abcui ihe dinner,
' 224 words

Comprehensionr exercise

1. Ben and Susan were on their way to___
A. have dinner with Ian and Betty in Dorling
B. have dinner with friends in Cookstown
C.find a telephone-box, to telephonc Ian and

Betty
D, eat with friends at a hotel on the Dorling
road

-

2, They knew they were on the wrong road‘

A, as they were driving through Cookstown

B, when they arrived in the small village of
Dorling

C. as the road became narrower, and they were
alone on it
D, because. it rained heavily, and the wind blew
harder
3. In the village that they came to
A, there was a church with a telephone-box

outside



B, there were lights on in the houses, but not
in the church
C. the pzople could not tell them where they were
D, there was nobody to tell them where they
were ‘
4. While Ben walked back along the road,
A, Betly telephoned Susan to say that the
dinner was dry
B. Susan went to see if there was a name
outside the church
- C. Susan telephoned Betty to explain why they
were late
D. his wife telephoned Betty to ask what was
happening
5. It was hard for Ben to walk along, because

A, a very strong wind was blowing

B, there was nobody about to tell him the way
~ C. he did not have any lights on

D. the 'road was getting narrower and narrower
6. When Ben returned to the telephone box,

‘A. he took the telephone lines down

B. he took Susan’s place at the telephone

C. Betty told him that the dinner wasdry
D, he said that the telephone lines were down

-9



FAST READING 1
4. An Airline Advertisement

When you fly, fly with Bel Air

People whc travel a lot fly with Bel Air,
because they know they will get what they want,

They want to go~ gquickly, and safely, across
the country, across the sea,or right across the
world—and they know Bel Air will take them
where they want to go, when they want to go,
Bel Air flies all the newest, and fastest aeroplanes,
to more towns and cities, in more countries of the
world, than any other airline,

Do you want to go to Paris, Washington,
Tokyo? Bel Air will take you there, at all times of
the day or night, right through the week. But
Bel Air flies not only to the big cities, in the rich
couniries—we fly two or three times a week to
towns and cities in the very heart of Asia, Africa
and South America,

People who travel a lot fly with Bel Air,
becausé they know they will leave on time, and
arrive on time, They know that the food they
will receive, and the films they will watch will be
of the very best.

10



Bel Air is second to noné_
When you fly, fly with Bel Air
' 202 words

Comprehension exercise

1. People who fly with Bel Air o
A, know they will travel a lot
B, get what they want quickly and safely
C. know that everything will be just right
D, aiways travel right across the world

2. Bel Air’s aeroplanes .
A. are fast, but not safe
B. fly quickly, but not very fast
C. are only safe because they are new
D. fly fast and fly safely
3. The airline flies aeroplanes to cities like Paris

A, day and night, right through the week
B, two or three times a week
C.at any time of the day, but not at night
D, right through the day,two or three Limes
a week
4. It flies aeroplanes to towns and cities in Asia
A, at all times of the day and night
B.a! all times, right through the week
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