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*"INTRODUCTION-™

It's nearly midnight.

‘Hello, Jack,' says a voice from the TV.

A woman is standing in a strange city. The buildings
are round, like domes, and they are painted in unusual
colours. :

‘You don’t know me,’ she says. ‘I've come from the
year 3000, your time. Our time is different, of course.’

As Jack watches the Millennium New Year celebrations
on TV, he has a big surprise. Arindata comes from the
future and tells him about life in the year 3000. She can
read minds, and her people live on other planets.

As we begin a new Millennium, we think about our
future. Will there be peace in the world? Will we find
answers to all our problems with the environment? These
are serious questions ~ but there is plenty to enjoy in the
new Millennium too. Read your Millennium horoscope!
Find out if you are ready for the new Millennium!

You can also read about events in the world at the
start of the year 2000. Why were American schooichitdren
writing about Mars? Where is Millennium Island, and what
is the Millennium Planet? Did the Millennium Bug really
make trouble? Why did people go to Antarctica on the
last day of 19997 And when exactly /s the New
Millennium?

Cherry Gilchrist has written Princess Diana, The Royal
Family and The Streets of London for Penguin Readers.
She has also written about calendars, horoscopes,
history, Russian art and many other subjects. Cherry often
visits Russia but her home is in Bristol, England.
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Yorn to page 40 tor the answers.

MILL
S Itwwas the most lmportaf I‘//./'

| Qe date for a thousand years. (/
’p‘ Did you miss it? Of course not! If you did, @

you weren’t living on this planet!

" What do you know about times

-and dates?

1 What does ‘millennium’ mean?
a 50 years b 100 vears ¢ 1,000 years

2 What language does the word come from?
a Latin b French ¢ English

3 What do we learn about from calendars?

a Money b Time c¢ Space
When was Jesus Christ born?
a A1 b 6BC ¢ Wedon't really know

Where is Greenwich?
a In the Pacific b In New Zealand ¢ In the UK

What is Greenwich important for?

a Calculating international time b Making money
¢ Learning about space

Where can you cross the International Date Line?

a London b The Pacific ¢ The USA

West of the International Date Line, is the date
a the same as the date to the east? b one day earlier?
¢ one day later?

* In which of these places did the sun first come up in the

. new Millennium?
a Australia b Greenwich ¢ Kiribati

If it is 6 a.m. in London, what time is it in New Zealand?
¥ a 9am. b 6 pm. ¢ Midnight



When does a new millennium begin?

The word ‘millennium’ means ‘a thousand years. We use it as
part of the Christian calendar; this calendar calculates the years
from the date of Jesus Christ’s birth. So the year AD 1000* was
the end of the first Millennium. The year Ap 2000 is the end of
the second Millennium, and the beginning of the third. Easy?
No, not really!

First, many countries and religions have different calendars.
About forty calendars are used around the world. They
calculate the years from different dates, and the year also
changes on a different date in each calendar.

CALENDAR DATE

Christian AD 2000
Chinese 4636
Indian (Saka) 1921
Islamic (Hegira) 1420
Jewish (A.M.) 5760

There is another problem too. Nobody knows exactly when Jesus
Christ was born! In our year 532, a Christian man, Dionysius
Exiguus, changed the Roman calendar into a new Christian one.
He decided that Christ was born on 25 December, 532 years
earlier. But Christ was probably born earlier than that, perhaps
in about 6 BC™.

Also, Dionysius calculated in a different way. He didn’t use the
number 0, so there was no year ‘Ap 0. But if Christ was born in
AD 1, each new millennium begins in 01 too. For this reason,
many people want to count the new Millennium from 1 January,
2001, not 2000.

“AD, BC: After Christ (from the Latin, Anno Domini); Before Christ

B



R

?

t

How do we calculate calendars?

- People have always counted time. We want to remember when

. something happened in the past. And we can also predict when

. something is going to happen in the future. From the beginning

of history, people have tried to count time from the movements

. of the sun, moon and stars. This way, they knew when spring
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was coming.

People also tried to calculate the number of days in a month
and in a year from the movements of the sun and moon. But
we need to put in one more day every fourth year. Without that
day, spring will come later and later each year.

But our calendars also come from our gods and religions. There
can be a lot of history in a calendar. In the Christian calendar,
for example, people count the years from the birth of Jesus
Christ. But the week is even older. People in Babylonia, more
than 3,000 years ago, first chose to have seven days in the week.
They named the days after their own gods. And our months
come from the Roman calendar. But the names of the seven
days of the week were taken from the sun and moon (Sunday,
Monday) and from the old gods of Northern Europe (Woden
for Wednesday and Thor for Thursday, for example).

Great periods of time

We can count bigger periods of time too. These are often part
of a special view of the world. Indian Hindus believe that there
are four different periods of time. Together, these periods are
12,000 years. The Greeks and Romans believed in a ‘Golden
Age’ at the beginning of history. In this period, all men were
good and wise.

A millennium, a thousand years, is another great period of



time. There is something special and important about the
number 1,000. There were many prophecies about the change
from the old millennium to the new one. There were
predictions about the end of the world or about great changes
to it. Some people were afraid, but others hoped for a new and
better world — a ‘New Age’ of peace.

Times and dates

Greenwich, in London, is the ‘home of world time’. Since
October 1884, the world has used the same international time;
it is calculated from the time line there. But there are different
time zones in the world. When it is 3 p.m. in Greenwich, it is
not 3 p.m. in every other country. A large country can have
different time zones. For example, in Russia there are eleven
different time zones.

The date changes by one day at the International Date Line in
the Pacific. This-isn’t a real line — you can’t see it or touch it. But
the date in countries west of this line is always one day earlier
than in countries east of the line.




| PLACE TIME DATE

l London 3 p.m. 3 January
Japan midnight 3/4 January

. East Australia 1a.m. 4 January

. New Zealand 3am. 4 January

; California, USA 7 a.m. 3 January

\
' Where did the new Millennium start?

Because of the differences in time and date, the new Millennium
came to some countries earlier than to others.

+ In 1995 Kiribati, a group of islands in the Pacific Ocean,

' changed its place from the east side of the International Date
1t | Line to the west side of the line. Kiribati wanted to be the first
place on earth to welcome the new Millennium. The time
difference between the different islands in Kiribati was only a
few minutes.

+ Kiribati dancers in grass skirts were seen on TV around the
world as they celebrated the new Millennium on Caroline Island,
' now ‘Millennium Island’. In Tonga, south of Kiribati, the

| government changed the clocks to a special ‘summer time, so

Tonga could also celebrate early.

'+ But who saw the first daylight of the new Millennium? In

| Antarctica, in January, there is daylight all the time. It was light
at midnight on 31 December 1999. So some people went to
Antarctica for a special Millennium party. They put on flowery
shirts from Hawaii, and danced in the snow. It cost them a lot of
money, but they were happy.

o1
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i When the world went crazy
There were parties all over the world. Many people went
out into the streets. They wanted to be a part of history as
it happened. Other people preferred to stay quietly at
home with their families and friends.

Some of the best firework shows were in Sydney, Paris
and London. In Sydney, a million people watched the
fireworks over the water. About 6,000 people took out
their own boats. The water was very crowded — you could
walk across from boat to boat.

In Paris, mountain climbers worked for weeks to put
fireworks on the Eiffel Tower. And in London, people waited
all day by the River Thames to see the fireworks at
midnight. They looked wonderful over famous buildings like
the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
Israel: Two thousand white birds of peace flew up into the air in
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.
Mexico: By 31 December, 1999, there were no yellow underclothes in the
shops. Everybody bought them for New Year, because the colour yellow is
lucky!
Spain: Thousands of people ate twelve pieces of fruit at midnight. As they
ate each piece, they thought about their hopes and dreams for each
month of the next year.
Scotland: In Stonehaven, a town in the north-east of Scotland, men threw
balls of fire on long lines round and round their heads. In this way, they
sent away bad luck and brought good luck for the Millennium.
Thailand: Four thousand people got married at the same time. The
wedding cake was more than ten metres high!
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People in the news at the

ctart of the Millennium

S SOUTH AFRICA

Neison Mandela Betlll'lls to Robben Island

Nelson Mandela
visited Robben
Island and gave a
flame of pea(‘e to a
young boy. Mandela
was a prisoner on
d | | the island for
twenty-seven years
e He wanted people
to remember his
fight to free black
people in Africa. e
Then a group of people stood in the shape of Africa
and held up flames in the dark.

ALASKA, USA |
Man Walks to Alaska from Patagnma

i
f
! A British man, George Meeg gan, forty- -seven,
} arrived in Alaska to (elehru(‘ the new
|
|

Millennium. He walked ther e
in South America. The
2,425 days — more

from Pata gonia,
journey took him
than six and a half years,



UK
British Actor Builds Millennium Dome

Rowan Atkinson is the actor who plays ‘Mr Bean’.
He decided to build his own Millennium Dome. It
cost £50,000 and was like the Millennium Dome in
London, but smaller! Atkinson invited 150 friends
to a Millennium party and firework show.

'Man Steals Famous Painting
| '\A?l?usl climbed on to the 'rm')! of a l)‘lll‘l‘(‘]l‘lll‘g;’.(‘l(l‘\ e
: ()xt'()x'(l and cut a hole in it Then he cin
' through the hole and
' stole a famous .
painting by the artist,
Paul Cézanne. People
- were busy
' celebrating in the
streets outside. SO
| nobody saw Or hear\d
| the thief because of
' the noise!

ISRAEL

Student Makes Millennium Glock

Yair Revivo, a student, made a Millennium clock.
He lived and slept on a narrow wooden platform
above a busy road for weeks before the
Millennium. Every hour, he walked along the
platform and changed the time on the clock. His 4 |*
father was worried about him and slept below on
the ground. But Yair wasn’t crazy. People gave him
money, and he made £4,225 for his studies.
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president Boris Yeltsin Leaves HiS Job

housands Watch as
Pres'ment diang Zemin Lights ===
a Flame for a Better World " -

NEW ZEALAND

The World’s Most Boring Millennium Man |
A man took his bed into the street and told his
friends, ‘I'm not interested in the Millennium. I'm
going to sleep through all the celebrations.’

‘We don’t believe You can do it,’ said his friends.

‘Well, give me money if I can,’ replied the man. 5
‘And I'll give you money if [ can’t?
% 'he man Slayed asleep all night. His friends

tried hard to wake him, but they couldn’t. So he |
won a lot of money!
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THE MmiLLENNIUM

» BUGE i

There are different kinds of bugs. There are bugs that make
you ill. There are bugs that fly. But the most famous bug in
the years 1999-2000 was the Millennium Bug. It lived in
computers and was also called Y2K (Year Two Thousand).

All computers use dates. But older ones use only the last two
numbers, and so 00 can mean 1900 or 2000. Computer
programmes can go wrong because of this. Governments and
businesses were very worried. ‘Planes will fall out of the sky!” said
the newspapers. “There will be no electricity! Hospitals will have

to close!’

But nothing really terrible happened. Some American spy cameras
in space stopped working for a few hours. Some machines in
Swedish hospitals didn’t work. When the lights went out in New
Zealand, people were frightened. ‘Is this the Bug?’ they asked. But
it wasn't. Somebody drank too much and knocked down some
electricity lines by mistake!

COMPUTERS THAT WENT WRONG

USA: A man borrowed a video and took it back to the shop
after New Year. ‘It’s late! Thac’s $91,250" they told him. On
the shop’s computer, it was 100 years late.

GERMANY: A bank’s computer went wrong and gave a man
nearly four million pounds by mistake!

CHINA: A writer lost his new book when his computer
stopped working because of Y2K. What was his book abour?
The Millennium Bug, of course!
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ticrst Millennium
by

New Zealand

aLAST

A boy, Tuahati
Manaakitunga
Edwards, was born
less than a minute
after midnight.

{First wedding

-

Chatham
Islands, east
of New
Zealand

Dean Braid,
twenty-seven, a
local shopkeeper,
married Monigue
Croon, thirty-three.

Australia

Violet Dickinson was
born three minutes
after midnight in
Sydney in 1900.

Last places
to celebrate
Millennium

UK

A village in Wales and
an island in Scotland.
They use an old
calendar which was
changed in Britain in
1752. New Year’s Day
is on 14 January.

Last people
to see the sun
in the new
Millennium

Arctic

Workers in the Arctic
didn't see the sun
for weeks, because
it is completely dark
in winter.



