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Tsai Chih Chung (C. C. Tsai) is the most aCCOmplisl-ne& and popular car-

toonist in all of East Asia, with parts of this series of his books having even

been incorporate(l into the pul)lic school curriculum in Japan. C. C. Tsai be-
gan his career at the age of sixteen by publishing the first of what would be
approximately 200 “action” comic books. Following that, he went into ani-
mation and garnered himself the equivalent of our Oscar while building up
the‘largest animation company in Taiwan. In his spare time, he turned to the
humor of comic strips and put out the first daily comic strip in Taiwan news-
papers.

Tllen, one day on a ﬂig‘ht to Japan, he ]:)egan to sketch scenes from a
book he was rea&ing. The book had been written over two thousand years ago
by one of the most influential thinkers in Chinese history, the famous Daoist
(Taoist) named Zhuangzi (Chuang Tzu). From these sketches emerged a new
genre in the book world—a serious (though ligllt-hearted) comic book expli-

cating a profound topic. C. C.’s aim was not to simpli , but to clarify. The
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ancient language in China is difficult for modern people to understand, so in
addition to illustrating the sul)ject matter, he also rendered the text into Mod-
ern Chinese.

When leuangzi Spealzs came out in Taiwan, it shot to the top of the
bestseller list, and the head of a major pul)lisln'ng company immediately re-
marked that it had world potential. Tired of animation by now, C. C. sold
off his company and devoted all of his efforts to the daily comic strips and his
new series on ancient Chinese thought, both of which were bringing him un-
paralleled fame for a cartoonist. Soon, he held the four highest spots atop the
bestseller list, until other authors demanded that comic books no longer be al-
lowed on the list of “serious literature”. There are now over twenty books in
C. C.’s series and millions of copies in print, and, just as pre(licte(l, tl'xey are
rapidly gaining popularity all over the world.

The Dao Speaks is a close adaptation of a book known as the Dao De
Jing, which is attributed to a mysterious figure known as Laozi. “Dao De
Jing” literally means the Classic of the Way and the Virtue. In this book, the
word “Dao” is used more in a metaphysical sense, as an insentient and un-
seen force or principle, than in the concrete (or metaphorical) sense of a path-
way, and since there is no convenient Englisll renclering‘ of this sense of the
word, I leave it simply as “the Dao”. “De” on the other hand is a bit more
complicated .

I translate “De” as “virtue”, but the meanings of the words “De” and

“virtue” are similar in more than just one sense. They both have the mean-




ings of moral excellence accor(ling to a certain standard, yet there is still more
to them than just this. In the Dao De Jing, “virtue” is used in a more meta-
physical sense, as a kind of power of the Dao that nurtures or is immanent in
all things. For this reason some translators have rendered it as “power” or
“potency”. Interestingly, if we look up “virtue” in the Oxford English Dictio-
nary, the very first definition reads:“The power or operative influence in a su-
pernatural or (livine being.” The dictionary reminds us that this is an archaic
definition, but for purposes here, we will go back to it. Keep in min(l, then,
that virtue in the Dao De Jing means 1) moral excellence accor&ing to the
standard of the Dao and 2) a kind of nurturing potency stemming from the
Dao and inherent in all tl'lings. In Daoism, the most natural person is the

most virtuous person.

Any reader who has come across Daoism before may be Wondering Wlly it
is written here as “Dao” rather than the more common spelling “Tao”. The
reason for this is that one system of Romanization (examples of which are
“Tao Te Ching” and “Lao Tzu”) gained almost universal acceptance for a
time, then China switched to a different sys.tem, and the rest of the world has
been trying to catch up ever since. I use this relatively new system, called
pinyin, and that is why here you see “Dao De Jing” and “Laozi”. It is not re-
ally an issue of which system is better, but to the uninitiate(l, the examples
above from the new system are certainly less misleading than those of the old

system.




There are several places in this book where C. C. draws what looks like a

tiny, gleaming hat. This is actually a (lepiction of a Chinese ingot—a quanti-

ty of precious metal, syml)olic here of treasure or wealth.

Many thanks, again, to Professor Lian Xinda for vetting the manuscript
and oﬁering numerous useful corrections. Thanks also to Professor Michael

LaForge for provding a lucid and enlightening introduction.
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Laozi

According to China’s greatest historian Sima Qian:

Laozi’s surname was Li,his given name was Er,and his coming-of —age
name was Dan.

He was a native of the village of Quren,Li district ,Hu county,in the state
of Chu,and he worked as caretaker of the imperial archives in Zhou.

Laozi (Lao—tzu) spoke of the Way and the Virtue ,focusing on self-efface-
ment and not seeking a name for oneself. He resided for a long while in
Zhou ,and ,witnessing the decline of the Zhou empire ,he decided to leave. He
went west ,and when he was about to head out through Hangu pass,Yin Xi the
gatekeeper said to him:“Since you are going off to live in reclusion,perhaps
you could write down a few of your ideas for me first.” So Laozi proceeded to
write the Dao De Jing in two books totaling just over 5,000 words. He then
departed ,and no one knows what became of him.
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Chapter 6

The Mysterious
Female

The Dao exists eternally. It is able to create the myriad things of
the world and so is called “the mysterious female”.

source of the world.

The gate of the mysterious female is the




Something that is looked at but not seen is called
invisible.

Chapter 14

The Dao
is Indistinct

Something that is
listened for but not
heard is called
inaudible.

2 Because the Dao is invisible, inaudible,
) ) and intangible, it cannot be directly
Someth;ngtt’hat 18 examined, and the three merge into
groped for but not one.
found is called
intangible.
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It is neither bright nor dark; it is vague and difficult to
describe; it reverts to the immaterial. This is called the
formless form. This is called indistinct.
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Looking up, you do not see its head; following it, you do not 6
see its tail...

Although the Dao
is invisible,
inaudible, and intangible,
it does indeed exist
beyond time and space.
Although it is without image
or form, it is indeed the
master of all things.

If we are able to grasp the ancient
Dao, we will be able to manage the
things of the present. If we can
understand the original conditions,
we will understand the laws of
the Dao.




Daoists of the past were
subtle, profound,
Chapter 15 mysterious, and
perspicacious. They were
far beyond what most

DO Ois,s people could
Of Old comprehend...

And because they were beyond
comprehension, the effort shall be
made to describe them:
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In his activities, such a person was He was alert and on his
cautious, as if crossing a river in : guard, as if fearful of
winter. threats form all sides.
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In his behavior, he was dignified and
courteous, as if a guest in someone ’s house.

He was also self-diminishing,
like ice that has begun to melt.

His character was simple and unaffected,
like an uncarved medium.

His outlook
was expansive,
and his attitude
was one of
lowliness, like
a deep valley.

His outward expression made him appear mixed-up and foolish
and was unrevealing of his abilities, like water that is turbid.




