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Preface

Grammar is the key to mastering ESL because all the words have to be put together
through the appropriate manipulation of grammar. However, a multitude of rules leaves
students at a loss as to which course to take other than to resort to mechanical memorization,
which undoubtedly greatly hinders the process of their acquisition of ESL. To help remove
this obstacle, The Logic behind English Grammar provides students with a highly effective
shortcut—directly mastering the logic which dominates the grammatical rules.

The Logical Deduction Method introduced in this book has simplified the rules into a
few easily understood steps which directly lays bare the hidden logic. To grasp the logic
means to grasp the essence of grammar, which can turn passive learning into active learning
immediately. Thus, students themselves can create perfect sentences without the necessity
of knowing the rules. This method can quickly and effectively guide students in conquering
grammar. Therefore, through conscientiously and coherently going over these three books
from the beginning to the end (the three reference chapters can be excluded), students will
know how to speak and write appropriately and accordingly, all of which will lead to twice
the results with half the effort.

There are eight essential differences between this book and other grammar books:

1. Starting with the Introduction of the Parts of Speech

As preparation, this book begins with the 26 letters of the alphabet, the
use of the dictionary and the International Phonetic Alphabet in American
English. The formal instruction starts with a general introduction of the ten
parts of speech. Because all grammatical concepts are rooted in the parts of
speech and dominated by logic, only by first knowing the parts of speech can
students have a profound understanding of the significance of logic.

2. Items Divided by Categories and Closely Linked

All grammatical phenomena are divided according to their categories,
with all items of the same category introduced together. What has been
discussed in the previous chapters is needed not only for understanding but
also for further deduction and comparison with the following chapters. Each
item is built upon and compared with the previous items, and each step is
closely linked to the next and introduced one by one according to its
complexity. By the end of the book, all items are covered as a unified whole
which is systematic, coherent, and clear.

3. No Irrelevant Grammatical Phenomena Involved in Each Section

Except for the points discussed in a given chapter or previous chapters, no
irrelevant grammatical phenomena which have not yet been discussed appear



in the explanations and exercises of the given chapter. Thus, students can
thoroughly grasp what they have learned without being confused.

4. Rules Deduced by Revealing the Logic behind Them

Because the syntactical structures of most clauses lie in the logic behind
the rules, the instruction of the clauses is mainly presented by using the
Logical Deduction Method. A few steps of logical deduction can
automatically generate a sentence with accurate grammar and a condensed
structure, while the origin and development of the sentence remain thoroughly
clear. These logical deduction steps are both easy and interesting, which can
be understood by native speakers of all languages. Also, there are specific
deduction illustrations for the complicated structures which need more than
two steps (see sections 21, 26, 44, 45, 48, 51-1, 53, 55-5, 55-6, 57-3, 58, 61-3
to 61-5, 72, 74, etc.). Besides, the semantic logic also dominates grammar,
but it has not been revealed yet. This book first makes this logic clear (see
sections 49-11, 53-6, 53-10, 53-11, 54-8, 65, 66-10, 69-2, 73-2, 73-3, etc.).
(The abbreviations to the left of the examples sentences in the book are for the
sole purpose of explaining the sentence structures; therefore, students can
choose to ignore these abbreviations.)

5. Free of Grammatical Errors

Following the grammatical rules is passive and rigid learning, and what is
learned is only on the surface, which can lead to all kinds of errors in
comprehensive practice. Grasping the logic behind the rules is active and
creative learning, and what is learned is the essence. By strictly following the
steps of logical deduction, all kinds of grammatical errors can be avoided.

6. Learning Process Dramatically Reduced

Because the Logical Deduction Method has taken students away from the
misguided task of rule memorization, a student’s learning efficiency can be
raised dramatically. Some complicated grammatical points (the passive voice
of the sixteen tenses, the basic principles of the formation of compound
sentences, etc.) which usually take months to learn only take a few minutes to
understand using this method, and all that is left is how to speed up the rate of
deduction.  Specifically, the high efficiency and acceleration of the Logical
Deduction Method can save students two thirds of the time and mental energy
compared with other learning methods.




7. Appropriate Especially for Chinese Students at All Levels

This book is divided into three parts. Book One, for the beginning level,
introduces the basic concepts of English (basic vocabulary, the basic structures
of simple sentences, the basic grammatical elements, tenses, the passive voice,
etc.). Book Two, for the intermediate level, introduces different formations of
simple sentences (the grammatical points for all parts of speech, the switch
among parts of speech, the parallelism of same categories, the non-predicate
forms, etc.). Book Three, for the advanced level, introduces the basic
manipulating logic for combining simple sentences into compound sentences
(the formation of clauses and their simplified forms, the switch among clauses,
etc.). The method introduced in this book is fresh and unique, so after
reading it, even native
speakers can deepen their understanding of the logic behind English grammar.

8. Appropriate for the Native Speakers of All Languages

The English version of this book has been tested in the ESL classrooms of
West Los Angeles College and Los Angeles City College in the United States.
The results indicate that this Logical Deduction Method is appropriate for the
native speakers of all languages, such as Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Thai,
Burmese, Viethamese, Cambodian, Laotian, Malaysian, Indonesian, Indian,
Persian, Arabic, Turkish, German, French, Italian, Hungarian, Swiss, Russian,
Spanish, Portuguese, etc.

Books One through Three are designed as one unit in a system, with all grammatical
categories being completely covered. Because what is explained in a previous chapter is not
explained again in the following chapters, it is highly recommended to use these books from
the beginning so that the learning process can advance gradually and be deeply entrenched at
each step. What it brings to the teachers and the students who are struggling with English
grammar is the endless subtleties and joys of quick mastery with high efficiency.

Special Thanks to Steve J. Leetch and Michael. A. Agrusso for their generous assistance
in the editing of this book.

Xiaoming Han (85 HH)
Brinna Li (3% %)
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ATTRIBUTIVE CLAUSES AND THEIR SIMPLIFIED PHRASES

53. ATTRIBUTIVE CLAUSES

Besides the independent prepositional phrases discussed in 52, another way to combine a pair of
relevant sentences into one is by using clauses. Usually, the sentence embedded in another sentence is called
the clause, and the embedding sentence is called the main sentence. A sentence embedded with one or more
clauses is called a complex sentence. There are three basic categories of clauses: attributive or adjective
clauses, noun clauses (see 55 to 63), and adverbial clauses (see 64 to 74). An attributive clause modifies a
preceding noun in the main sentence. In this context, a restrictive attributive clause provides necessary
information; a non-restrictive attributive clause separated by one or two commas provides extra information.
An attributive clause usually starts with a wh- word (see 21), for example, with a relative pronoun (who,
whom, whose, which, ihat) or a relative adverb (when, where, how).

53-1. Who and Whom

For a pair of relevant simple sentences (SS), the logical relationship between the link in one sentence (or
the word which refers to a certain noun in the other sentence) and its intended referent in the other sentence
(or the noun which is referred to by the link) determines how they are combined. There are five basic steps to
help build an attributive clause: (1) underline the link in one sentence and its referent in the other; (2) match
the underlined part in one sentence with an appropriate wh- word; (3) replace the underlined part with the wh-
word; (4) shift the wh- word to the beginning of the sentence if it is not at the beginning; and (5) insert this
whole sentence after the underlined part in the other sentence. Usually, whom as an object may be omitted in
arestrictive attributive clause, but must stay in a non-restrictive attributive clause. Generally, either sentence
may serve as a clause or a main sentence to express a different meaning. Note that as a subject or an object,
a noun usually goes with the main sentence; a pronoun usually goes with the clause.

SS: The man is a university professor. Shirley likes him.
(1) Underline: ~ The man is a university professor. Shirley likes him.

(Him is the link which makes the two sentences logically relevant.
The man is the referent.)

Lst into 2nd: (2) Match: The man is a university professor. (1st sentence)
who (because the mari is the subject of the sentence)
(3) Replace: who is a university professor
(4) Shift: (not necessary because who is already at the beginning of the
sentence)
(5) Insert: Shirley likes the man who is a university professor. (into 2™
sentence)

A Context for a Restrictive Clause:

Shirley likes the man who is a university professor, but not the one who is a bank
manager.

(The clause provides necessary information for the modified nouns.)

A Context for a Non-Restrictive Clause:

Does Shirley like the man, who is a university professor?




