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Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together

KUALA LUMPUR DECLARATION ON
ASEAN 2025: FORGING AHEAD TOGETHER

WE, the Heads of State/Government of the Member States of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to as ASEAN), namely, Brunei
Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of
the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam, on the occasion of the 27" ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur;

RECALLING the spirit in which the ASEAN Founding Fathers gathered in Bangkok
in 1967 to create an organisation that would help bring about a Southeast Asian
region of peace, freedom and prosperity for our peoples;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to the purposes and principles enshrined in the
ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok, 1967), the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality
Declaration (Kuala Lumpur, 1971), the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia (Bali, 1976), the Declaration of ASEAN Concord (Bali, 1976), the Treaty on the
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (Bangkok, 1995), the ASEAN Vision 2020
(Kuala Lumpur, 1997), the Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il (Bali, 2003) and the Bali
Declaration on ASEAN Community in a Global Community of Nations (Bali, 2011);

REAFFIRMING FURTHER the purposes and principles enshrined in the ASEAN
Charter that reflect our desire and collective will to live in a region of lasting peace,
security and stability, sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social
progress, as well as promote ASEAN interests, ideals and aspirations;

RECOGNISING that the rapidly changing geostrategic landscape continues to
present both opportunities and challenges which require ASEAN to respond
proactively, in order to remain relevant as well as to maintain ASEAN centrality and
role as the primary driving force in the evolving regional architecture;

COGNISANT of our commitment made under the Bandar Seri Begawan Declaration
on the ASEAN Community’s Post-2015 Vision in 2013 and the Nay Pyi Taw
Declaration on the ASEAN Community’s Post-2015 Vision in 2014 that sets out the
future direction for a politically cohesive, economically integrated, socially responsible
and a truly rules-based, people-oriented, people-centred ASEAN;

EMPHASISING the importance of implementing the Report and Recommendations
of the High Level Task Force on Strengthening the ASEAN Secretariat and Reviewing
the ASEAN Organs that was endorsed at the 25" ASEAN Summit in Nay Pyi Taw;

RECOGNISING the benefits realised from the implementation of the Roadmap
for an ASEAN Community (2009-2015) comprising the ASEAN Political-Security
Community, the ASEAN Economic Community and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community Blueprints, as well as the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Work
Plan Il and the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity;
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WELCOMING the formal establishment of the ASEAN Community 2015 comprising
the ASEAN Political-Security Community, the ASEAN Economic Community and the
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community; and

COMMENDING the work of the High Level Task Force on the ASEAN Community’s
Post-2015 Vision, as well as the work of the High Level Task Force on ASEAN
Political-Security Community, the High Level Task Force on ASEAN Economic
Integration and the High Level Task Force on ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community,
supported by the ASEAN Secretariat, on the three Community Blueprints;

DO HEREBY:

1.

10

ADOPT the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, the ASEAN Political-Security
Community Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025
and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025;

AGREE that this Declaration as well as the ASEAN Community Vision 2025,
the ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Economic
Community Blueprint 2025 and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint
2025, as annexed, shall constitute the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together ;

DECIDE that the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together succeeds the Roadmap
for an ASEAN Community (2009-2015);

FURTHER DECIDE that the IAl Work Plan Il and the ASEAN Connectivity 2025
to be adopted in 2016 shall be an integral part of the ASEAN 2025: Forging
Ahead Together ;

RESOLVE that ASEAN Member States as well as ASEAN Organs and Bodies
shall implement the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together, in a timely and
effective manner, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the ASEAN
Charter;

TASK the ASEAN Ministers, the Secretary-General of ASEAN as well as other
ASEAN Organs and Bodies to mobilise resources from ASEAN Member States
and external sources to implement the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together ;
and

DIRECT the Secretary-General of ASEAN to monitor and report the progress
of implementation of the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together to the ASEAN
Summit annually, through the ASEAN Coordinating Council and respective
ASEAN Community Councils.
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DONE at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, this Twenty Second day of November in the Year
Two Thousand and Fifteen, in a single original copy, in the English Language.

For Brunei Darussalam:
HAJI HASSANAL BOLKIAH
Sultan of Brunei Darussalam

For the Kingdom of Cambodia:
SAMDECH AKKA MOHA SENA PADEI TECHO HUN SEN
Prime Minister

For the Republic of Indonesia:
JOKO WIDODO
President

For the Lao People’s Democratic Republic:
THONGSING THAMMAVONG
Prime Minister

For Malaysia:
DATO’ SRI MOHD NAJIB TUN ABDUL RAZAK
Prime Minister

For the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
THEIN SEIN
President

For the Republic of the Philippines
BENIGNO S. AQUINO Il
President

For the Republic of Singapore
LEE HSIEN LOONG
Prime Minister

For the Kingdom of Thailand:
GENERAL PRAYUT CHAN-O-CHA (RET.)
Prime Minister

For the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam:

NGUYEN TAN DUNG
Prime Minister
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ASEAN COMMUNITY VISION 2025

We, the Heads of State/Government representing the peoples of the Member
States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to
as ASEAN), gather here today at the 27" ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, to celebrate the formal establishment of the ASEAN Community 2015
and to chart the ASEAN Community Vision 2025.

We recall the ASEAN vision of an integrated, peaceful and stable community
with shared prosperity built upon the aspirations of and commitment to the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, the ASEAN Vision 2020,
the Declaration of ASEAN Concord I, the ASEAN Charter, the Roadmap for an
ASEAN Community (2009-2015) and the Bali Declaration on ASEAN Community
in a Global Community of Nations.

We are pleased that the positive progress made since 2009 in implementing
the Roadmap for an ASEAN Community comprising the ASEAN Political-
Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community Blueprints, as well as the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (lAl)
Strategic Framework and the IAl Work Plan Il (2009-2015) and the Master Plan
on ASEAN Connectivity has led us to another important milestone in ASEAN
development, namely, the formal establishment of the ASEAN Community 2015.

We resolve to consolidate our Community, building upon and deepening the
integration process to realise a rules-based, people-oriented, people-centred
ASEAN Community, where our peoples enjoy human rights and fundamental
freedoms, higher quality of life and the benefits of community building, reinforcing
our sense of togetherness and common identity, guided by the purposes and
principles of the ASEAN Charter.

We envision a peaceful, stable and resilient Community with enhanced capacity
to respond effectively to challenges, and ASEAN as an outward-looking region
within a global community of nations, while maintaining ASEAN centrality.
We also envision vibrant, sustainable and highly integrated economies,
enhanced ASEAN Connectivity as well as strengthened efforts in narrowing
the development gap, including through the IAl. We further envision ASEAN
empowered with capabilities, to seize opportunities and address challenges in
the coming decade.

We underline the complementarity of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development with ASEAN community building efforts to uplift the
standards of living of our peoples.
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