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UNIT GOALS

Learners will be able to

,. ; understand the American f ‘
tu ral theracy : using people’s namn;s;l e

clarify the differences between

Lead-in

countries.

Matching

Chinese and American friendship;
find out the meanings of gestures
in different countries;

observe proper table manners and
customs in different countries;

put literal translation and free
translation strategies into practice.

1. What is culture? Exchange ideas with your partner and make your own definition of it.
Do you think it is necessary to have cultural literacy? If so, why is that?
3. Work in groups, make a list of five important cultural differences between China and Western

Read the words and expressions in the left-hand column as used in Readings 1 & 2, and match each
of them with an appropriate explanation in the right-hand column.

assistance

acquaintance
put aside
offender
intimate
independent
help out
adopt

walk of life
obligation

2 oo Nl OF DI B e e

—
e

ol e e i TR Rion B

p—e

. tell sb. that he can do sth. if he wants to

at a time that is best and easiest for sb. il
expect that sb. will always be there when needed
use a particular situation to do or get what one wants

tell sb. not to do sth. because it will have no effect
feeling or showing a lot of interest and excitement about sth. |
want to know or learn more about sth.

spend time with other people in a friendly way
close in relationship

a person who does sth. wrong to make sb. else upset or hurt |
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Reading 1

Required Time: 4 mins
Start Time:
Finish Time:

- H@yv Names Are Used in America

1 People generally call each other by their first names much sooner in their acquaintance than
people do in other walks of life. Taking that liberty too soon has closed many doors for the offender. |
Therefore, one must sense the proper moment to drop formal address
and adopt subtle measures to prevent unwelcome intimate address.
If you have been accepted wholeheartedly into a group, however
important first names are in the world’s eyes, it would be conspicuous
for you to continue beyond a certain time to call them by their last
names, such as Mr. Robinson and Mrs. Harvin. ‘

2 If an older woman enjoys havmg young people call her by her
first name, she will ask you to do so — otherwise do not! In business
circles, many people think it demeaning to be called by their first
names, it is best to use “Mr.”, “Miss” with a business supenor or an
employer.

'3 A divorcee can ask the courts for her maiden name if there are no ~
children. But usually the woman of taste, with or without children, takes after dworce her maiden
name with the divorced husband’s name. The remarried divorcee with children does not mcorporate :
her diverced husband’s name in her new one. The children retain their real father s name, unless by "
legal adoption they take the name of the mother’s new husband.

4 Husband and wife refer to each other as “Mr.” and “Mrs.” when speaking to people who are not
their equals. To acquaintances they call each other “ ‘my husband” and “my wife”. To fnends, they refer |
to each other by their first names. :

5 Army officers are called by their Grles when addressed. Catholic pnests are called “Father”. A
senator is customarily called “Senator” all of his life. A congressman is called “Mr.” both i in and out of
office and an ambassador is called “Mr. Ambassador”. :

. (304, words) |

i BT

G LT T

Notes

1. maiden name: the family name a woman had before marriage Z-¥HIR K 4

2. Catholic priest: a person trained for various religious duties in a church which claims to be the
historical descendant of the early Christian church X F ##34$L
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Comprehension Questions

\\
Of Chart Completion

Complete the following information according to the text.

How Names Are Used in America

Subject Proper Ways
1. an older woman a. do not call her by her first name unless you are asked to do so
2 b. call him “Mr.” both in and out of office

3. a business superior or an . :
B c. use “Mr.”, “Miss” instead of

employer

4. d. “Father” :

5. husband and wife e. refer to each other as when speaking to people who
are not their equals, “my husband” and “my wife” when
speaking to __and when speaking to friends

6. army officers f. call them by when addressed

7. an ambassador g.

8. new acquaintances h. call them by

0> Word Replacement

Replace the italicized parts in the following sentences with words or expressions from the appropriate
paragraph. Change the word form where necessary.

1. It is evident that we greet people from different fields in quite different ways. (Para. 1)

It is safe and wise not to call your boss by his first name unless you are asked to do so. (Para. 2)
The remote mountain village still keeps the cultures and customs from ancient times. (Para. 3)
After heated discussion, the management has decided to include her new ideas in the plan. (Para. 3)

L

No doubt, there are more people one knows slightly than those one can make friends with.
(Para. 4)

6. In Western countries, people usually tell strangers their first names whereas in China, people
generally give out their last names. (Para. 5)

Reading 2

Required Time: 5 mins
Start Time:
Finish Time:

8 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy



Friendship in Different Cultures

1 In writing assignments in English classes, my students frequently
raise the topic of friendship. Reading what they write, I start to
understand Chinese friendship obligations. For instance, once a student
wrote that she understood that her friend wanted to go shopping.
My student was busy and really had no time to do that, but she kept
silent, put her work aside and went shopping with her friend. This is
quite different from what American young people would say about
friendship.

2 In the United States you can certainly ask a friend to do something

with you, but you would not expect a friend to recognize and respond to your wishes without stating
them. Nor would you expect a friend to drop everything to respond to a non-urgent need such as
going shopping. In the US you feel free to ask your friend for help, but you recognize that the friend
may say no, if they give you a reason.

3 Another difference is that my Chinese students seem to expect their friendship to stay the same
over a long period of time, maybe for a lifetime. A true friendship is a relationship that endures
through changes in the lives of the friends. In the US a person is likely to change even “best friends”
several times over the years.

4 As with so many other things in the West, people prefer to be independent rather than dependent,
so they do not feel comfortable in a relationship in which one person is giving more and the other
person is dependent on what is being given. For Westerners, friendship is mostly a matter of providing
emotional support and spending time together. Chinese friends give each other much more concrete
help and assistance than Western friends do. For example, Chinese friends give each other money
and might help each other out financially over a long period of time. This is rarely part of Western
friendship, because it creates dependence of one person on the other and it goes against the principle
of equality. L

" (337 words)

0> Comprehension Questions

True or False Statements

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write T for true and F
for false.

( ) 1. The Chinese seem to depend less on their friends than Westerners when they are‘in trouble.

( ) 2. The Chinese are likely to believe that time is a measure of friendship.

( ) 3.1f you want to get help from your friends in America, you'd better ask them.

() 4. For Westerners, friendship simply means providing emotional support and being together.

( ) 5. Since America is a highly mobile country, friendship among people changes from time to time.

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 9



5,
0 Translation

Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English, using the words or
expressions from the text.

1. Although we are good friends, we'll (fE B35 LR AHME —10) . (Para. 1)

2. As a teacher, it is (FREEFXZMREIXE) for the student’s learning,
(Para. 1)

3. It really hurt me to see my best friend (EERNBREIER) . (Para. 4)

4. The (EKEENBR AT L) people derive from friends are of
great importance. (Para. 4)

5. My friend, Jim, (F5 BhFL B I 4573 %) when I lost my job. (Para. 4)

Reading 3

Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you often use gestures in your daily life? If so, make a list of the three gestures you use most
frequently.

2. What do you know about the gestures used by people in foreign countries? And do you think it
worthwhile to study the meaning of gestures in other cultures?

Gestures

1 Although we are not normally aware of it, most of us use our
hands when we are talking. You can see this by turning down the
sound on your television set. Notice how much the speakers use
their hands as they talk. Our hands can show the shape and size of
things (try describing a spiral staircase without using your hands!)
and emphasize what we are saying. Some gestures, though, have
special meanings; what do these people seem to be saying?

2 These gestures are not made naturally: we have to learn them
and they vary from one country to another. For example, how do
you call someone to you? In Spain and many other countries you
beckon someone with your palm down, which can look like the
English sign for sending someone away. In Italy you wave good-
bye with the back of your hand, which can look like the English sign for beckoning someone!

3 What do you mean when you nod or shake your head? Nodding seems to be one of the few
- gestures found in nearly every country; it also means “yes” almost

everywhere but in some parts of India, for example, shaking the

- head also means “yes.” In Greece and Southern Italy and many
other parts of the world throwing the head back, which can look
like a nod, means “no.”

4 When you see your friends, how do you greet them? People
in many countries find the English cold and unfriendly because
they often do no more than say “hello.” Even adults shake hands
usually only the first time they meet. French people, including

10 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy



schoolchildren, shake hands with their friends or kiss them on both cheeks, if they are close friends,
each time they meet and when they leave one another. At home they do not go to bed without kissing
everyone in the family good night, on both cheeks, and shaking hands with any visitors. The same
thing happens in the morning. How do you think a French child might feel staying in your family?

5 Other countries have different ways of greeting. The Eskimos rub noses. In Samoa people sniff
one another, and in Polynesia you take hold of your friend’s hands and use them to stroke your face.
In China’s Tibet it is very polite to stick your tongue out at someone; you are saying “there is no evil
thought in my tongue!” -

6 In some parts of East Africa it is considered very unlucky to point with your fingers, and so people
turn their heads and put their lips in the direction they mean. In Britain some people “cross their
fingers” for good luck but in Austria and Germany they hold their thumbs. In Britain, if the people in
an audience do not like a performer and if they are not very polite, they may clap their hands slowly
to mean “go away!” In other parts of Europe the slow hand clap is a great compliment! In Britain
people may stand up as a sign of respect. In some other countries they sit down to show that they look
up to the person.

7 There are many other signs used in different countries, and what is an insult in one country may
not be understood or may have quite a different meaning in another. The English do not use gestures
as much as many other people, and it is very easy for misunderstandings to arise with them.

(570 words)

Notes

1. The Eskimos: aboriginal people who inhabit the circumpolar region, excluding Scandinavia and
most of Russia, but including the easternmost portions of Siberia % &8 B A

2. Samoa: an independent nine-island country in the Pacific Ocgan, Apia being its capital FEEET

3. Polynesia: a division of Oceania including scattered islands of the central and southern Pacific
Ocean roughly between New Zealand, Hawaii, and Easter Island 5% /e 53¢

Comprehension Questions

0> Multiple Choice

Choose the best answer from the four choices given below according to the text.
1. To beckon someone in Spain, you should
A. throw your head back
B. hold your thumb up
C. wave your hand with your palm down

D. nod toward yourself

2. People in many countries find the English cold and unfriendly because they
A. often do no more than say “hello”
B. sit down to look up a person
C. only shake hands with people they meet
D. clap their hands slowly after a performance they like

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 11



3. Which gesture mentioned in this text is found in nearly every country bearing the same meaning?
A. Clapping hands.
B. Nodding the head.
C. Saying “hello” to friends.

D. Sending someone away.

4. According to the text, which of the following nationalities will likely cause the most
misunderstanding with their gestures?

A. The Americans.
B. The Australians.
C. The Chinese.
D. The English.

5. From this text we can infer that
A. itis proper to do no more than say “hello” to greet an Englishman
B. it does not take gestures to tell someone about the layout of the Forbidden City in Beijing
C. it is easy to understand the gestures of other nationalities
D. something like a gesture can never cause a misunderstanding

0> Matching

Match the gestures in Column A with the meaning in Column B.

Column A ‘ Column B
1. beckoning someone with your palm down in | (oo e
Spain \ :
2. shaking the head in some parts of India b. no

3. throwing the head back in Greece and

c. showing respect
Southern Italy Tee

4. sticking one’s tongue out at someone in Tibet | d. unlucky

5. pointing with your finger in some parts of

e. calling someone to you
Africa & ¥

6. sitting down f. yes

7. holding one’s thumbs in Austria and Germany | g. there is no evil thought in my tongue

8. clapping one’s hands slowly during a perfor- |

! L h. showing dislike, meaning “go away”
mance in Britain & 4 gt 4

9. standing up in Britain

10. crossing one’s fingers in Britain

12 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy



Q> Preposition or Adverb Filling

Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with an appropriate preposition or adverb.
1. Some parents are not aware the danger of lead paint to their children and themselves.

I wish the people in the next room would turn their radio. It is driving me crazy.

Table manners and customs vary country to country.

Ll

Deep in a conversation with another student, the teacher gave me a look that sent me ; but 1
knew I could go back later.

The students stood up and took hold

That bicycle sticks so far into the lane that someone is sure to hit it.

their chairs and moved them into groups.

Many of the professors at our universities are scholars whom everyone looks up

© N o o

New challenges are bound to arise the coming era of information.

Extended Activities

You are about to work on a short passage entitled “A Journey of Hand Gestures’.

Step 1: Read the passage below. Work in pairs and fill in the blanks with the given words to make the
subtitles complete.

( unique  misleading confusing )

Hand gestures could be ()

This hand gesture in the US means okay; however, in Japan it means money. So let’s imagine

what Americans will encounter when they are doing business with Japanese. W hile Americans use
imply “Okay! No problem!” Japanese may misread “Oh! What they want is money.”

to

A » sign in China could mean either number two or victory, but in England, a “V” sign in this way

is a rude challenge, which has the same meaning as showing the middle finger in the US.

Hand gestures could be ()

Several hand gestures are commonly used in our daily life. It is easy to distinguish from number one
to number five, as long as we count the number of fingers correctly; it will not give you too much
trouble. However, when it comes to six, seven, eight, nine in different countries, it is like playing a
guessing game.

In China, . this stands for six, but it doesn’t mean it can also work in other countries. Last
year when I was in Japan, a Japanese friend asked me “Which floor do you live on?” I showed her

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 13



; . She was totally lost and responded, “What does that mean?” After a long explanation,
her conclusion for this gesture was “a very cool hand gesture”.

Here is another example. I have a waiter friend, who works for a Japanese restaurant. One time
a group of Japanese people entered the restaurant, so my friend asked them politely “How many

people do you have?” One guy walked toward him and showed him . My friend stared at
the hand gesture for quite a long time, but could not figure out the meaning. He later on realized

the meaning after someone explained to him, “In Japan means eight in number.”

Hand gestures could be ()

- This hand gesture is commonly used in the American culture to indicate good luck. So
another way to wish someone luck is to say “I'll cross my figures for you”. For the people who are

not familiar with this hand gesture, it is probably hard to get the point of the sentence. The funny .
thing is with the same hand gesture putting behind the back meaning “I am lying or I am not
telling the truth.”

Step 2: In small groups, discuss what might be written down to serve as the introductory and
concluding paragraphs of the passage.

Step 3: Present your group work to the whole class.

Reading 4
Pre-reading Questions

1. Are there any special table manners and customs in your hometown? If so, what are they?
2. What are some of the polite table manners and customs in China?
3. What do you know about some unique table manners and customs in the world?

Table Manners and Customs

1 In Great Britain today good manners at table include the following: eating
with the mouth closed; not letting any of the food fall off the plate; using P - ¥
the knife only for cutting; and not trying to take food from across the table. =

In other parts of the world there are also rules for people to follow when =
they are eating, but they are not the same as those of Britain. Indeed, what 2> ,Jz,:

are considered good table manners in some other countries are what British :
people try hardest to avoid. In Arabia, for instance, the people at a feast take | 21
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pieces of food with their fingers and belch loudly to show that they have
appreciated it.

2 The richer and more educated people in the East have, however, to a
great extent taken up the table manners and customs of western people.
Tables and chairs have replaced the cushions of the past, and the lady of the
house presides at one end of the table in the same way that western women
do. Many Japanese, however, still feel it would be wrong to eat unless they
are sitting on a cushion before a low table with a tray of food on it. In many
parts of the world both traditional and western styles of eating exist side by
side.

3 In the West there are differences between table manners in various countries, although they are
not so marked. In North America it is polite to cut up meat and then put the knife down, take the fork -
in the right hand and eat with it. Most European people, like the British, keep the fork in the left hand
and the knife in the right all the time when they are eating food that has to be cut. In the British Isles -
and Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland) special knives and forks are used for eating
fish. In France, Belgium and Italy. however, it is correct to keep the same knife for every course, wiping |
it clean on a piece of bread.

4 Drinking customs at the table also vary in different countries. In Europe, water, wine or beer is drunk
with-meals, and coffee or tea is taken afterwards. In North America a beverage such as coffee, tea or
milk, as well as water, is drunk with meals.

5 Table manners of course have changed with time. The earliest meals were also the simplest. The
people ate them sitting on the ground around a fire, and everyone took his food from a pot on the
fire or cut bits from the animal or bird that had been cooked. The women waited on the warriors and
afterwards ate what they left. |

6 PFingers were used to eat food throughout the Middle Ages. Food was eaten off wooden dishes
with the noblemen sitting at the long table above a large salt cellar called simply “the salt.” The
ordinary people sat at the long table below the salt. In the reign of Henry VII (1457-1509), people were
still eating with their hands after cutting the food with a clasp knife, which was always carried at their
belt. Forks were not used in England until the 17th century.

7 Table manners did not always include quiet behavior. Quarrels often took place at the table, and |
in the 17th century King Louis XIV of France ordered that all knives should have rounded ends to
prevent people from stabbing each other while they were eating.

(572 words)

Notes

1. Scandinavia: a region of northern Europe consisting of Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. Finland,
Iceland and the Faeroe Islands are often included in.the region Hi #9494

2. Henry VII: King of England (1485-1509) and founder of the Tudor line. Head of the house of
Lancaster, he led the opposition to Richard III, defeated Richard at Bosworth Field and was
proclaimed king. ZH|t it (HFEME—NREE=ZEL)

3. King Louis XIV: King of France (1643-1715), he was born at Saint-Germain-en-Laye. As the third

monarch of the Bourbon family, he ruled for 72 years, the longest reign in European history. 5
T (GEEEE )
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