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PREFACE

I am delighted to write a preface for Henry's
first book, My Life in Britain, the first of many
books I hope he will write. This book is a wonder-
ful diary of an adventure, the story of Henry's life

in Britain.

I first met Henry and his parents in March
1996 at Barlby Hilltop School. My job, as a teacher
of English, was to help Henry. His few English
words were, “Football”, “Leeds United”, “yes” and

3 (3]

no-.

When Henry arrived in Britain, everything
was exciting, new and strange. Here was a boy

aged seven, with an adventure unfolding.

He arrived at his English school in a new class
with new friends and new teachers and they all
spoke and wrote in English. He was the very first
Chinese child there. For Henry, life could have
been lonely and frustrating, with no Chinese
friends aroynd him to e¢xplain what was happen-
ing in AisT‘ z(

trnge, nepv world. This could have




been very difficult for some children, feeling isolated and

homesick, but Henry enjoyed the challenge.

Imagine your life suddenly changing. You are transported
to a new life, different food, houses, clothes, shops, weather
and everyone around you looks and sounds very different.
This was what happened to Henry. Yet, Henry persevered
and he took “problems™ as “challenges”. His attitude was,
“Keep going, keep trying, keep learning and you will win”.
Difficulties were soon overcome by his determination to
succeed. In every part of his new life Henry worked hard to

make it a success. He also made it enjoyable too!

One of the first class lessons was the history of England.
The teacher was explaining to everyone the story of King
Henry 8th and his six wives. “Six wives!” shouted Henry,
“King Henry, oh, that’s me!” His English was quickly

improving!

Henry soon made lots of friends and his football pas-
sion made him very popular. He was working hard and soon
contributing to class discussions. Later he helped others IN
ENGLISH!

Congratulations on Henry’s first book! I believe he will
make his life interesting and colourful in the future, although
many difficulties need to be tackled and overcome. I shall

look forward to his next book, a\nd the next...

Rosie Hick
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Yin. 'm 14 years old no

ars (from Feb. 1996 to Aug. 1998)

had a fantastic time there, both in learning and in playing. I ha

it v

lot of&wéct memories and I'd like to share them with ® you. M

so visited some famous places with my family during
To make those sites more attractive and meaningful,

round and history knowledge about them.

the readers u;gdeistand this book well, my mu

ne Chinese explanations in the book. Those explanat

. my thoughts and descriptions. The ones with the
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Let’s start my story from the plane to England. It was 8 February 1996.

I was seven and half years old then. Although I had been in a plane in China
before, those were small planes. It was the first

time that I had been aboard a ‘Boeing 747°. .

@ °

«

The seats were really wide to me and the .~ & RHeny AR A Fit "+

passages were really long, so it seemed ‘«' 38 K, R RS 74T R ‘-.

like a big theatre to me. SRR ok, AEFIE M RLEA
DB AR R ARAXBIBE, |
As it was in the season for Chinese . ARH.EXZA&H M, 8 RAH T |
L RABRYHEELEN, RS EE ]
] ; : . T mEA A, FAITRRE e

Festival® with their families, it was quite ~ * | ARRAREAR, R .

»® e
@

people to come back home for Spring

empty on the plane going abroad. Right  *. = “#&#%”, .

after the seat belt warning sign® went off, I Tteesaeer’t
unfastened my seat belt and started exploring the

plane.

@ Spring Festival . &5,
@ seat belt waming sign. Xl L “BRIFLLH" NEELT.
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After a whlle a little glrl started playmg with me. We went running up

and down the aisle®. After an hour or so, we were gettmg tned SO we sat on
the empty seats and started chatting. When the stewardesses“’ served us with

food and drinks, we went back to our seats. After the meal we started to play

again. I didn’t sleep much on the plane because I was too excited.

After about twelve hours of flying, we arrived at London Heathrow
Airport®. When we got off the plane, we walked a really really long way to

the exit. The airport was MASSIVE!
-,f—-//./ ~

Some gentlemen came to welcome us at the exit. One was called
Mr. John Richey who had previously come to China to recruit® my dad;
another gentleman was called Mr. Stuart Heatherington, mctor of the
Human Resource Department® of National Power. He gave my mum a large
bunch of beautiful flowers. The third gentleman was called Steve Milner,
who gave me a furry toy monkey®. They took us to a hotel in London called

Moat House m'th.elr minibus.
y AL

L
A

. ﬂ%——'ﬁ'ﬂ #ﬂg Y VVie went to our room to put down our
3\

T MARE L, TR 5#:&75 luggage and have a rest, and then we went
;xv*x#[t&ﬁ&ﬁ,

e ——

down for dinner. Although I was having my

]

%‘x\ ORI &0 ’z favourite food — chips, I couldn’t eat much,

. 1&;{&112*} #.!‘»i"F
%4"? &xﬁﬁﬁ«ﬂ’ﬂ

N ®E, .+ tasteless tome and I pleaded with® my mum to

because I didn’t sleep much on the plane and
felt so sleepy then. The delicious food was

take me to our room and go to bed. When my mum
opened the door, I lay ® down on the carpet and tried to sleep there! Mum

o)
) oty

{) A A

Yv. Yieod .

@ ailse. Ei¥. ® Human Resource Department. A ) #E23. ]}“( &
Q@ stewardess. ¥/EHR, =48, ® fury toy monkey. EEHHFTAR.
@ London Heathrow Aiirport , RE BB, @ p!eaded with. B3R,
@ recruit: BT, BHEMA, ®
1
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lifted me to my bed and I fell fast asleep ®.

The next morning, I woke early at about six and saw mum was up t00®.

I found out it was the time difference® that made us wake up

vl &

so early. Mum asked me if I would like to go out jogging " by (
I agreed and
with her and see what London looked like. I agreed an ,z q e mestn _*

we went out quietly, trying not to wake dad. ‘. 19 PR L S T .

YT T
To avoid getting lost®, we decided to go straight °, ENAE, B

-
® «

at every junction®. But when we came to a mini- ., .
P s ® .

roundabout®, there were several roads leading to different

ways.We decided to go on the road straight

ahead, but it bent just a little. When we
went back, we went the wrong way at the

mini-roundabout and got lost.

, Ex A RS kS oz 3 We asked a few people, but we
; couldn’t remember the name of our
ﬂ)r LEBT, BRE *ﬂ . °  hotel. Mum only remembered the last
éi&? #ﬂwﬁﬁ!—kﬁdﬁr *  word ‘house’ (because she knew the
**ﬂz&,ﬁ@* word ‘house’ but didn’t know ‘moat’).

o]
»

s
e

o oo L She asked, ‘Excuse me, we are looking for
our hotel. It’s called “what what house”. I only remember the last word and
it is “house”’. People couldn’t understand what she said at the beginning,
but 2 man understood at last. He said, ‘Oh, House only means Hotel here.
Many hotels are called “house”. You should remember the first word.

Otherwise, people don’t know which hotel you are talking about!’

fast asleep. EE{GIRM.

saw mum was Up too. BB HERT.
time difference. B3,

to avoid getting lost. 3 7 Bk 2kB&.
junction; FEX BRI XEANER.*
mini-roundabout . —H/NEIIRE
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It seemed hopeless to us, and then, to make things even worse @, it

began to rain. We felt cold and dismayed, ' L \§”

a) )
]

Just then we saw a police car, isa we weht up to ask the policeman for
help. He told us to get in the police car and drove us around the area, but we
didn’t find our hotel. At last, we asked him to g0 back to the mini-round-
about and try another road, which we hadn’t tried before, but he said no cars
were allowed to enter that road, even police cars. So we had to get out of the
car and try by ourselves. Slowly, buildings and signs became familiar to us,
We got excited and knew this was the right way leading to our hotel. Finally,
we found our hotel with many flags on its gate. It was the MOAT HOUSE.

We’d never forget it!

I Met Mad sfie®

b o 4

We spent our Saturday touring

London’s famous landmarks® , such
as Tower Bridge®, the Houses of Par-
liament and Big Ben ®, Hyde Park ©,

etc. National Power hired a car and a

driver for us. Panna, Mr. Richey’s

The Houses of Parliament and Big Ben  wife, spent the whole day with us.

On Sunday, 11 F ebruary we went to the Windsor Castle, where Queen
Elizabeth 1% stays during the weekend. Our tour guide told us, “This is the

to make things even worse. EMAIRE. it ABLIMER. © The Houses of Parliament and Big Ben. W& AMANAK
Windsor Castle. B8, fI FRMERN—EHRE, B .

FI00F, REEFRBENREH, ® Hyde Park. GEAR.

London's famous landmarks. (S — A BMKKREHAS O Queen Elizabeth I, FRPE_ULE, RXELE, B
st BEFI-104. L0 0V, V, VI VI VIl IX, X,
Tower Bridge. 332 MEMIEH; .

® © ®eo




the Round Tower®. I looked up the Round Tower,

the Royal Standard was there. We were so close to
the Queen!

Windsor Castle FENE
v st built in 1070 By « 2 LA A1
William, the Conqueror, Since then, it has
been inhabited continuously and improved by
successive monarchs® according to th;r" own
taste and style. Many royal tc')ln‘t_)s are also
located there, including thos; of éeorge Vs
Henry VIII, George VI and Prince Albert®.

Our tour guide also told us that the Castle

had never opened to public before 1994. In
Windsor Castle, in front of Round ~Nov. 1992, there was a big fire in the north-
Tower with dad east part of the Castle.

o » @

There was tremendous repair work to do and

loads of® money needed. Therefore the Queen  .° T1066F9A 288, % . 2

. EBA William AR 69 SFRAE <

. 3 B 3 45 % & Hastings (& 7

public later, together with Buckingham Ir) B, %&B-T%EAHarold.

CHER, RFEET, w&ﬁnﬁr&-
- * ¥4 4 ¥ (Westminster Abbey)lE* :

| _— ¢ &, XA William % LE]&:&

decided to open parts of rooms to the

Palace?, to raise funds® for rggt_oﬁp_’_ng it. We

ichebited. HEMAY, BABEN.,

ber Fovel Sttnded, L RBBINS 3&& (William the N
Round Tower, RIFEH B, + , Conqueror), .
Monarch, B, "«- a“.“
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AT, FRAM, FOAAtl, XENEI(RIFTLENLE).
loads of. fR%Z. KEM.
Buckingham Palace. ¥MEE, A®NE.
raise funds. BHFE.
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