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Millions of words have been written about young people in the
United States. There are reasons for this great interest in the ideas,
feelings, and actions of youth.

Today there are about seven million Americans in colleges and
universities. Young persons under 25 make up nearly half of the
American population. Many of these will soon be in charge of the
nation. Naturally their ideas are important to everyone in the country,
and it is necessary for older people to understand what they think and
{eel.

College students today have strong opinions about right and
wrong. They are deeply interested in making a better life for all people,
especially for those who have not been given a fair chance before now.
They see much that is wrong in the lives of their parents. It is hard for
them to see what is trouble in American families. Your country may
meet such problems, too. (158 words)

Multiple Choice
1. The writer of this article agrees that young Americans today

. pay more attention to their own interest
know little about what their parents think

care a great deal about others

Oow

have a lot of strange ideas
2. Young people in the United States
A. are college or university students

B. make up almost fifty percent of the American population




C. are making up a plan to improve the older people’s life
D. only want to go to college or universities
3. College students in America today » according to the writer.
A. can tell right from wrong
B. are in charge of important positions of the nation
C. do not care much about social problems
D. cannot tell what is right and what is wrong
4. According to the passage, older people must try
A. to be very strict with their children
B. to understand their children
C. to teach their children what to do
D. to help their children do everything
5. Which of the following is true according to this passage?
A. In America the young and the old agree almost about everything.
B. In America all the older people have not been given a fair chance.
C. It seems that not only the United States has such family
problems.

D. College students have quite different ideas from all other people.

37

The people in the United States speak the same language as the
people in Great Britain. However American English is different from
British English in many ways. There are a few differences in grammar.
For example, speakers of British English say “in hospital” and “Have
you a pen?” Americans say “in the hospital” and “Do you have a pen?”

Pronunciation is sometimes different, American usually sounds the
“r” in words like “bird” and “hurt”. Some speakers of British English

do not sound the “r”

in these words. Some spellings are different.

People in Britain write “colour” and “centre”, but people in the United
P

States write “color” and “center”. Some words are different. People in

the United States use “gasoline” in their cars, but people in Britain use

“petrol”. (160 words)

Multiple Cheice
2




1. American English and British English are different in

A. spelling B. pronunciation

C. grammar / D. all of the above
2. “Gasoline” and “petrol” are

A. the same thing B. different in colour

C. different kinds of cars D. different things

3. Which of the following statements is true?
A. All the people in the United States pronounce the “r” in “bird”.
B. Not all the people in the United States pronounce the “r” in
“bird”.
C. None of the British pronounce the “r” in “bird”.
D. If a man pronounces the “r” in “bird”, he must be an American.
4. Here are four words: (1) honor (2) petrol (3) theatre (4) center.
are American English.
A, (1) (2 B B. (2) (3) (4)
C. (1 W D. (1) (3
5. Which of the following is the main idea of this passage?
A. Words are shorter in American English.
B. America and Great British.
C. ‘Pronunciation is more difficult in American English than in

British English.
D. There are some differences between American English and

British English.
3]

In order to learn a foreign language well, it is necessary to
overcome the fear of making mistakes. If the primary goal of language
use is communication, then mistakes are secondary considerations that
may be dealt with gradually as awareness of those mistakes increases.
On the other hand, students should not ignore their mistakes. The
language learner may observe how native speakers express themselves,
and how native expressions differ from the way the learner might say
them. For example, a Spanish speaker who has been saying “I’ll do it”

to express willingness to do something in the immediate future, could,

3




by interacting (32 R ) with native speakers of English, observe that
native speakers actually say “I'll do it”. The resulting discrepancy (£
5 ) can serve as a base for the student to modify his way of using the
present tense in English. But a student who is unwilling to interact in
the first place would lose this opportunity to learn by trial and error.
(162 words)

Multiple Choice
1. According to the passage, the present tense in English is
A. not used to express a desire to do something in the immediate
future
B. used with some verbs but not with others to express future
intention
C. basically the same in English as it is in Spanish
D. not the most difficult problem for foreign students
2. According to the passage, language learners can reduce the number
of their mistakes by
A. asking native speakers for explanations
B. reading good books in the foreign language
C. comparing their speech with that of native speakers
D. speaking without regard to native speakers
3. According to the passage, foreign languages who do not interact
with native speakers will NOT
A. learn very much about the foreign culture
B. learn about the history of the foreign language
C. have to worry about making mistakes
D. take advantage of available language models
4. According to the passage, foreign language students should not
worry too much about making mistakes because
A. native speakers like foreign students who try to learn their
language
B. communication is the primary goal of language learning
C. native speakers will ignore their mistakes

D. native speakers always express themselves in a wrong way

4




5. The author’s major conclusion about the function of mistakes in
fdreign language learning is that
A. mistakes are not important in the process of learning language
B. learners are often very afraid of making mistakes
C. making mistakes can help the learner discover the rules of the
language '

D. native speakers often do not tell foreign language learners about

3}

Elementary education begins at the age of six. At this stage nearly

their mistakes

all the teachers are women, mostly married. The atmosphere is usually
very friendly, and the teachers have for a long time now accepted the
idea that the important thing is to make the children happy and
interested. The old rigid authoritarian (4 88§ , 2 # A 4 ) » methods of
education were considered undesirable in America rather a long time
ago—so much so that many people now think that they have gone too
far in the direction of trying to make children happy and interested
rather than giving them actual instruction. The social education of
young children tries to make them accept the need for human beings in a
society to work together for their common good in all sorts of ways.
The emphasis is on cooperatidn rather than competition throughout
most of this process (G # ). This may seem curious, in view of the
general idea that American society is highly competitive, but the need
for making people sociable in this sense has come to be regarded as the
main functions of education. | (179 words)

Multiple Choice
1. In American elementary schools the teachers
A. are kind to children B. are strict with children
C. teach kids a lot of subjects D. set high standards for kids
- 2. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A. Children are prepared at school for competition in society.
B. Children are not prepared at school for competition in society.
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C. Children do not like the compete in society.
D. Children want to compete in society.
3. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?
A. Most primary school teachers are female.
B. Children are made happy at elementary schools.
C. Many people want to make the children even happier.
D. Children used to receive strict education.
4. The chief role of American elementary education is
A. to cultivate (3% 35) the spirit of cooperation
B. to cultivate the spirit of competition
C. to provide academic instruction

{5

In Denmark, parents are allowed to set up a new school if they are

D. none of the above

dissatisfied with the school in the area where they are living. Although
these school have to follow the national courses, they are allowed a lot
of choices in deciding what to teach. Some of these new schools are
called “small schools” because usually the number of pupils in them is
only sixty, but a school has to have at least twenty-seven pupils.

Cooleenbridge School in Ireland, is a small school similar to the
ones in Denmark, it was set up by parents who came from Holland,
Germany, Czechoslovakia, England and other parts of Ireland. They
came because they wanted to live in the countryside and to grow their
own food. In June 1986, they decided to start a school. They managed
to get an old, disused primary-school building and started with twenty-
four children aged from four to twelve.

The teachers say, “The important thing in school is doing, not
sitting. ” And so the courses includes yoga, cooking, knitting (% %R),
kite-making, music, fishing, drama (%k ) and environmental (3§
B9) river studies, as well as reading, writing, math and science.

(189 words)

Multiple Choice
6




. What are the rules for setting up a new school in Denmark?

A. Parents are allowed to set up their own school.

B. The school has to follow the national courses.

C. The school has to have at least 27 pupils.

D. All of the above.

. The writer tells about the Cooleenbridge School in Ireland because

A. it was set up by parents who are not people of Denmark

B. it was taken as an example of this kind of “small school”

C. there were only twenty-four children

D. the pupils there were aged from 4 to 12

. What makes this kind of school special?

A. It is set up by parents not by government.

B. It is free to decide what to teach.

C. The number of pupils in it is only sixty.

D. It has to have at least 27 pupils.

“The important thing in school is doing not sitting. ” What the

teachers say actually means .

A. what they should do is teaching in the classroom, not sitting in
the office

B. Children should do more homework at home, not just sit in class
to listen to the teachers

C. Children should learn by themselves not rely on teacher

D. Children should learn through practice not just from books

. The courses includes

A. yoga, cooking, knitting, kite-making, music, fishing, drama
and environmental river studies, except reading, writing, math
and science

B. either yoga, cooking knitting, kite-making, music, fishing,
drama and environmental river studies, or reading, writing,
math and science

C. not only reading, writing, math and science, but also yoga,
cooking, knitting, kite-making, music, fishing, drama and

environmental river studies




D. mainly yoga, cooking, knitting, kite-making, fishing, drama
and environmental river studies, and supplemental reading,

writing , math and science

e

People in different lands behave differently. What is polite
behavior or good manner’ in one country may not be polite in another.

Take greeting for example. Americans usually greet someone they
know by saying “Hi”, “Hello” or “Good morning”, etc. Chinese on the
other hand, usually greet each other by saying “How are you?” or
sometimes “Have you eaten?” or “Where are you going?” which would
be considered impolite by Americans. In Italy or southern France, a
man will great a woman by kissing her on the back of her hand or on
both cheeks. The Eskimos of northern North America, however, rub
noses when they meet. But in China and some other parts of Asia
kissing or touching on meeting someone is often frowned (4% & 3k)
upon.

To take one other example of national differences, belching (¥T#g)
during a meal in America is considered very rude behavior while in parts
of China. India and the Arab World, belching is a way of telling your
host that you are enjoying your meal.

What principles (JE ] ) of polite behavior should we follow then?
The best guide to our actions would be: When in Rome, do as the
Romans do. (190 words)

Multiple Choice
1. Chinese usually greet each other by
A. saying “Hi!” or “Hello!”
B. saying nothing but shaking hands.
C. patting shoulders.
D. saying “How are you?” or “Have you eaten?”
2. An Italian greets an Italian woman by
A. kissing her back B. kissing her lips
C. kissing her hand or her face D. shaking her hand

8




3. Belching during a meal in the Arab world is considered .
A. as a way showing one’s satisfaction with the meal
B. as rude behavior
C. as unacceptable
D. as impolite
4. Which of the following does not go with the proverb “When in
Rome, do as the Romans do”?
A. When in Rome, behave as the Romans do.
B. When in Rome, do whatever the Romans tell you to do.
C. When you come to a foreign country, you’d better follow the
native’s behavior.
" D. When you come to a new land, you should follow its customs.
5. Which title fits the text best?
A. Different Persons, Different Greetings
B. Different Lands, Different Table Manners
C. Guiding Principles for Travel Ears
D. How to Be Polite
PN
{7
7

In order to learn to be one’s true self, it is necessary to obtain a
w(ide and extensive knowledge of what has been said and done in the
world; critically to inquire into it; carefully to consider it; clearly to
analyze it; and earnestly to carry it out.

It matters not what you learn, but when you once learn a thing,
you must never give it up until you have mastered it. It matters not
what you inquire into, but when you once inquire into a thing, you
must never give it up until you have thoroughly understood it. It
matters not what you try to think of , but when you once try to think of
a thing, you must never give it up until you have got what you want. It
matters not what you try to carry it out, but when you once try to carry
out a thing, you must never give it up until you have done it thoroughly
and well.

If another man succeeds by one effort, you will use a hundred
efforts. If another man succeeds by ten efforts, you will use a

9




