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Perspectives on American

Government
2nd Edition

The second edition of this much-admired book offers an accessible and coherent selec-
tion of readings illustrating for students the depth and contours of how American poli-
tics has developed over time. Grounded in foundational debates, classic political science
scholarship, and the best contemporary analysis of American political development, this
reader invites students to probe the historical dynamics that brought the United States to
where it is today and how those dynamics are likely to affect its future course. The second
edition features almost three dozen new or replaced readings, revised introductions to
the selections, and an expanded section on civil rights and liberties.

Jillson and Robertson have carefully edited each selection to ensure readability and
fidelity to the original arguments. Their insightful editorial introductions frame the
context in which these topics are studied and understood. Several key pedagogical tools
help students along the way:

An introductory essay on American political development

Chapter introductions to provide necessary context

+ Head notes introducing each reading

+ Questions for Discussion and Further Reading lists at the end of each chapter.

Cal Jillson is Professor of Political Science at Southern Methodist University. He is a
frequent commentator on domestic and international politics for local, national, and
international media.

David Brian Robertson is Professor of Political Science and Fellow in the Public Policy
Research Center at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. He is Associate Editor of the
Journal of Policy History and he edits CLIO, the newsletter of the Politics and History
section of the American Political Science Association. Robertson has received numerous
awards for Teaching Excellence.



To our teachers and our students



“We must not always exhaust a subject, so as to leave no work at all for the
reader. My business is not to make people read, but to make them think.”

Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 1748,

Bk XI: 20
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