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Task "% | ook at the title of this text and try to answer the following
A-1

questions.

1. If you were a teacher, would you give A's to all your
students? Why?

2. What are the possible consequences of giving A's to every
student?

3. What do you think will happen to the society if everyone is
given A's?

The following words can help you understand this text. Are
you familiar with them? Match the words with the definitions

following them.

afftuent wibness il|i1>rate devaé(:ating penglty
dynamism parasitical flourish alfgcation bu)(get




Extensive Reading 1 Unit 1

fﬁmwhm“. being supported by the generosity or efforts of others
wliteratg2. unable to read or write

aﬁmm 3. having plenty of money or other poseessions
4. a punishment for breaking a law, rule, or legal agreement

m(db% 5. the act of giving shares or setting apart sth. (eg. money)

for a particular purpose

ouvggf@ﬂé. completely destructive

a plan of how to spend money

7
(}gﬂ“’mg& the quality of being powerful, forceful, or active
widnes5 9.

to see or notice (sth. ) by being present when it happens

M}O. to be alive and well

* * ° Reading Covefully * © °

Read the following text carefully. As you read, think about the

Task
A-3 various harmful consequences of giving A's to everyone at school
or in society.
Giving A's to Everyone

1 | believe that we all accept the principle that an affluent society must do what it
can to prevent hunger and misery, and also to provide equality of opportunity to
those who have been denied it. But how far can a society go in the
redistribution of wealth without changing the very nature of society? | think this
is a problem that we’ve got to face. | do not think that a majority in Congress
are trying to face it, or realize that it is a problem, because so many of them
are still hard at work at this business of redistributing income.

All that reminds me of what happened in the universities during the 1960's and
1970's—events that | witnessed from a ringside seat. During this period we
had a fashion of giving A’s to every student—there were no failures. The effect
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on academic life was devastating. When illiterate or lazy students could get an
A average, good students stopped studying. The result was a profound change
in academic life: formerly dropouts were those who failed in their studies; in the
1960's and 1970's most of the dropouts were the most gifted and brilliant
students, who found that college had become meaningless.

What happens in the schools is not unlike what happens in society at large
when the penalties of improvidence, laziness, or ignorance are not just
softened, but removed. When there is no such thing as failure, there is no such
thing as success either. Motivation, the desire to excel, the urge to

accomplishment—all these disappear. The dynamism of society is lost.

This, I'm afraid, is the direction in which our society has been going steadily for
many years. The biggest losers are the brightest and most capable men and
women. But the average person is a loser too. Faced with no challenge,
assured of a comfortable living whether they work or not, such persons become
willing dependents, content with a parasitical relationship to the rest of society.

What is significant in our time is that there is a whole class of people interested
in encouraging this parasitism. Many welfare officials and social workers are
threatened with a loss of their power if there is a marked reduction in the
number of their clients, so they are motivated to increase rather than decrease
welfare dependency.

Politicians, too, have flourished by getting increased federal grants for this or
that disadvantaged group. They go back to their constituents and say “look
what |'ve done for you” and get reelected. These are the office-holders who
are far more interested in being reeleceted than in doing what is good for
people, good for the economy, good for the nation.

If everybody is rewarded just for being alive, you get the same sort of effect as
you do when you reward every student just for being enrolled. You destroyed

not only education, you destroy society by giving A's to everyone. This is a



22/

Ea
=
W

Extensive Reading 1

Unit 1

philosophical consideration that bothers me very much as | sit in the United
States Senate and see its great budget allocations going through.

TaskK " Read the following words carefully and try your best to remember

A-4

~<mesEHE

(518 words)

° o o Studying New Yords °* ¢ °

them.

affluent
redistribution
Congress
ringside
academic
devastating
penalty
improvidence
motivation
dynamism
parasitical
welfare
client
flourish
constituent
enroll
Senate
budget

allocation
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1. How does the author start this text?

A. By stating the present conditions of an affluent society.
E/ By presenting the background of the problem he will discuse.
C. By describing what an affluent society means to the U.S.

Congress.

D. By dealing with the problems we are faced with.

2. What happened in the U.S. universities during the 1960's and
1970's?
A.  Most of the good and poor students found college
meaningless.
Those who failed in their studies dropped out of echool.
Cifted and brilliant students could not receive A's.
P/ No distinction was drawn between good and poor students.

3. What is the conclusion of this text?
It is true that everyone wants to be given A's.

A

,Q/ Giving A's to everyone does harm to society.

C. Giving A's to everyone will merely destroy education.
D.

No society wants to give A's to everyone.

4,  Why does the author mention the 1960's and 1970’ s?
A.  To show most of the dropouts were gifted.

B. To ghow every student can get A's.

E
x
=

C. To show what the students think about their university.
To cite an example to support his pointe.

®
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5. Why are many welfare officials motivated to increase their clients?
They are afraid of losing their power.
They gain a lot from their clients.
C. . They encourage parasitism in society.

D.  They are concerned with their dependente.

6.  Why do politicians support dependency?
A.  They want to better serve the nation.
B. They want to be dependents themselves.
\C/ They want to be reelected.
D.  They want to be sympathetic.

7. What is the main idea of this text?
A.  You can't provide equality of opportunity to everybody.
B.  Only those who work hard can be rewarded.
C.  You can't prevent hunger and misery in a rich country.

d You destroy society by giving A's to everyore.

What do you think would happen if everyone were given A's? Look

back at the text and complete the following chart.

Persons What would happen to them?

Illiterate or lazy students

Gifted and brilliant students

People faced with no challenge

The biggest losers

Average persons

Politicians

Welfare officials and social

workers

@
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Look at the title of this text and try to answer the following
questions.

1. How can we develop a strong interest in reading?
2. What are some of the qualities of a good reader?
3. Why do students have to enhance their reading ability?

o o o Deading Covefully * * °

Read the following text carefully. As you read, think about the

_— various ways to turn reluctant readers into eager pageturners.

How to Turn Reluctant Readers
into Eager Pageturners

1  When asked to choose reading material at school, Jesse Dion invariably
picked the thinnest book he could find.“Reading is boring,” the sixth-grader

would tell Diane Lafrenaye, the librarian at his Woonsocket, R. I., middle
school.

2 Then at age 13 Jesse enrolled in a special program targeting reluctant readers.
The rules were simple: he didn't have to finish any book he didn't like, and he
could take as long as he wanted to finish those he enjoyed.




®
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The magic began when Jesse realized how wide the world of reading was
beyond textbooks: biographies, joke books, mysteries, science fiction. “I
never knew there were such interesting books,” he says.

Today, at 16, Jesse reads a wide variety of literature—everything from
Frankenstein to The Call of the Wild . “Jesse was the kind of kid many parents
and teachers would have given up on as a reader,” says Lafrenaye. “He is
proof that, with a little effort, just about any child can learn to enjoy
books. ”

Here are some simple yet powerful methods that have turned reluctant readers

into eager pageturners.

Tap into their interests. Like Jesse, many kids just need to discover all the
fascinating places books can transport them—to Mars, backstage at a rock
concert, inside a car’s transmission. “Keep trying until you find whatever
ignites that spark of interest,” suggests Mary Leonhardt, author of 99 Ways to
Get Kids to Love Reading and 100 Books They’ll Love.

If your child balks at Shakespeare, offer comic books, fashion magazines or
the Guinness Book of World Records. Give a baseball fan a children’s sports
magazine or a biography of a favorite player.

Allow your reader freedom. *Parents need to make sure reading materials
aren’t harmful,” says Leonhardt, “but beyond that, the emphasis should be on
enjoyment. ” It may be easier to let your child call the shots when she is
reading Jane Eyre than when she is immersed in the Clueless series. But
some of Leonhardt’s strongest students preferred “lightweight” books in
grade school. One of her top pupils used to hang around the bookstore waiting
for the next installment of The Baby-sitters Club to come out. The same
student went on to study at Oxford.

Relax. If your child doesn’t stick with a book, try not to show your
disappointment. “It’s fine for a child to start a book and not finish it,” says
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10

11

12

13

Leonhardt. “Just be grateful that she has a book in hand. ”

Avoid using quotas, rewards and punishments. “If a child is reading for
parental approval, it won't last long,” says Susan Rosenzweig of the
University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Library and Information
Studies. “You want the desire to read to come from the child. Enjoyfnent isn't

something you can command. ”

Involve the family. “Many parents wait until their children are asleep to sit
down and read,” says Ruth Graves, former president of Reading Is
Fundamental, a nonprofit children’s literary organization, “and consequently
the kids don’t think of Mom or Dad as readers. ” Let your children see you reading.

While adults may treat reading as a solo activity, children like to share the
experience. Little kids love being read to and appreciate a reader who ad-libs,
hams it up and involves them in the story line. Many youngsters enjoy reading
aloud to parents or siblings. Since older kids may want to share their opinions
about what they're reading, familiarize yourself with their books. Consider
treating your children to movies and plays based on books they've read.

“Progress may be slow, but never give up on a kid who isn't reading,” says
Leonhardt. “A love of reading is the greatest educational gift you can give
your child—better than a private-school education, better than a computer,
better even than a degree from Harvard. A love of reading changes
everything. ”

(636 words)

e o o Studying New WYords ¢ °* °

Read the following words carefully and try your best to remember
them.

invariably ad. B
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reluctant a. 2%
biography n. 142
mystery n. A Fib
fiction n. N
tap vt V&
fascinating a. A
backstage n. ®E
ignite vt. B
spark n. XAt
balk vi. s RN
comic a. BRI
immeree vt. 1R T
installment n. (2 HAE &K ey) — 35
grateful a. Ry
quota h. E
consequently ad. B vA, B 3t
solo a. BAH
ad-lib Vi Bp -4
ham vt. (B P A EF)RFTL
sibling n. ) e
familiarize vt. 1 # &

o o o Deviewing Yyhat

to each of the following questions.

You've ead * ¢ o

Think about what you've just read, and then choose the best answer

1. What aroused Jesse's interest in reading?

A. Good reading material.

B. A funny textbook.



