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Historically, the three great texts of philosophical Daoism are the Dao
De Jing by Laozi, the Zhuangzi, and the Liezi, and of these, the one with
the most dispassionate wisdom and unaffected nature is the Liezi.

Liezi was so removed from worldliness that he lived in Zhengpu for
forty years without anybody recognizing him. Concealing himself in the
masses, not even the sovereign knew he was there.
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He said:
Heaven blesses those who live when

they are able and punishes those who do not.
Heaven blesses those who die when they

are able and punishes those who do not.
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Heaven’s Bounty
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Three
Reasons
to Be

Happy

singing.

Once when Confucius was on an N
outing to Tai Mountain, he ran in- £,
to Rong Qigi who was —
happily sitting beside the
road playing the zither and

Excuse me, but
why are you so
happy?

world, the most noble is the
human, and I was fortunate
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Of all the myriad things in the 4 In our culture, men are consid-

ered noble and women lowly, and
I was fortunate enough to be bom
a man. This is my second reason
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Of lives,, some are long and some
are short. Some die just after
birth, but T am fortunate enough

A% to have lived to be ninety years
& T old. This is my third reason
A for being happy.
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‘As for the hardships in life, 7
I see them as just the normal
state of affairs because I live
a simple and care- ===
free life.

And death is nothing but the
arrival at life’s final desti-
nation. What is there in it to
worry about?

—Poverty, old-age,
and death are what most
people take as their
anxieties, but Rong
Qigi took them as his
happiness. No matter
what the situation, it
can be heaven if you
see it in the right light,
or hell if you can’t.
Rong Qigi was happy
because he knew how
to console himself.




On his way through Wei, Confucius came across a
nearly one-hundred year-old man collecting left-over
stalks of grain in a field, singing while he worked.
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That old man is very
special... Zigong, go
talk to him and ask him

Excuse me, isn’t it
a pity that you have
to work so hard at
ou age?

What s pitiful
about it?

What could make

you so happy that
you sing while
collecting

left-over stalks

of grain?

took care of myself when I was young.
I didn’t contend with others, and I
conserved my vitality. That’s why I am

;.s veg able to live to such a ripe
Amplc. old age and still be s0 Sp
healthy. N N

My reason for
being happy
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T don’t get it
Everyone else is
afraid of death,
but you seem to

Because 1 don’t have af 7
6 )
"o *\{ wife and children, even if [

_ N were to up and die, [

ﬁo :N wouldn't have to

‘@@ be worry about be happy
),

their lot. Therefore, 1 about it.

die happily. )
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How do you know that the
world of death is worse
than the world of life?

Maybe after I die I'll be

Living and dying are just the wheel of life. You never
even happier than now!

know, but maybe afier we die and leave this world,
we "1 be born into another world!
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That old man still
doesn’t completely un-
derstand the principle of
life and death.
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13

Studying makes me so
tired! I'd really like to re-
lax for a while.

You mean I
can’t find a
place to relax?

These tombs are your fu-
ture place of relaxation.

Oh, you mean that we have
no right to talk about relax-
ing except where death js
concerned. Then this thing
death really is
something

People only think about happiness in
life, without understanding that there is
also more suffering in life than there is
in death. People only know to fear
death, but they don't understand that
death is a hard-won chance to refax!

—Death is like returning
home. If we understand
only “walking” but not
“returning” it is as if we
are lost and will never
get home,
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The Sky
Is
Falling

There was once a
man in Qi who |3
spent all his time B
worrying that the [
sky would fall.
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Ahh! Hasit
happened yet?

o

.......

I'm so scared.
1t looks like the e

sky could fall 405\ ‘
any second.
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If the sky
won’t fall down)
you can’t tell me
the sun, the moon, S
and the stars can’ t
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Hee hee hee. The sky is fall down.
just the atmosphere built up
in layers. How could it fall
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The sun, the moon, and
the stars are also made of
layered gases, so of
course they won 't fall

But what if a rift
suddenly opens in
the earth?

The earth is layer upon layer
of dirt in all directions.
With this kind of earth, why

would you worry that it
might split apart?

10 |11

Luzi heard
this story,

and said:

Even though the sky and

When Chang | earth are built from layers

of atmosphere and dirt,
why couldn 't they be

he chuckled/ damaged?

Of all the myriad things in
the universe, the sky and
earth are the largest —
inexhaustibie, boundless,
immeasurable, and
unfathomable, but not
impervious. The Qi man
was just looking too far

-

—As living beings, we
don’t know what comes
after death, and there’s
no reason to worry
about it. After we're
dead, we also won’t be
able to understand life.
Those who have just
come don’t know the
past, and those of the
past don’t know what
lies ahead. So why wot-
ry about whether or not

the sky is going to fall.J
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<< Chapter 2>

10

The Yellow Emperor




Liezi Rides
the Wind

Sho

w me how
to ride with the
wind.,

Liezi studied under Huqiuzi and was friends with Bohun
Wauren. He worked very hard learning their skills.

Wanting to learn Liezi’s unique skill, a
student by the name of Yin Sheng went
to Liezi’s home to study...
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After learning to ride the wind, he hopped a breeze
and went home, causing gquite a stir among the popu-
lace.

Teach me! Teach
me! Please show
me how you do it}

won’t teach me,
then just forget it.
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