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Unit 1 Public Speaking

UNIT OVERVIEW

. Get Ready

Speaking in public is something we all have to do at some-
time in our lives and the classroom is a great place for stu-
dent to practise this skill. Therefore the sooner students start
improving their public speaking skills and overcome any
fears of speaking in public the better. Choose one activity to
introduce the topic.

1. Download and play extracts of George Bush’s second
term acceptance speech. Have students discuss the
speech and make lists of the words they believe contrib-
uted most to making the speech effective. T: Has anyone
heard George Bush'’s acceptance speech for his second term as
President of the United States? Can you remember anything
about the speech? Listen then discuss with your neighbors what
are the most striking words and sentences in the speech. After
your discussion, make a list of those words and sentences and
explain why they are q‘jbective. ;

2. Write some quotations from famous speeches on the black-
board. Ask students to discuss the meaning of each quo-
tation in groups. Ask students to discuss the possible pur-
poses of the speeches and their intended audiences. T: Look
at the blackboard and read the quotations. These quotations are
all from famous speeches. Discuss the meaning of the quota-
tions with your neighbors. What does each of the quotations
mean? To whom do you think the speaker is speaking?

Follow-up Activity

Have students work in palrs or groups. T: If you had to givea
speech now in class what problems would you possibly have? What
would you be worried about? How would Yyou.quercome your. wor-
ries? Discuss with your classmates.

Answer
Personal answers apply.

M Vocabulary

1. Introduce the activity: T: Open your book to Page 6 Even
the most experienced speakers sometimes get “stage fright”
when speaking in public. These feelings of nervousness and
fear are perfectly natural, and can sometimes even be helpful
when they encourage you to prepare carefully and completely.
However, too much nervousness can make it difficult to make
an effective speech. There are many tips for overcoming your
nervousness: Try practicing beforehand, smiling and breath-
ing deeply. Now, look at the words and phrases in the box.
Choose the proper words or phrases from the box tofill in the
blanks to complete the conversation. Change the form if neces-
sary.. :

Exialain the words or phrases. A oo
anecdote n. a short, interesting or amusmg story about

a real person or event

uU1-1



., &8 He told his pahents anecdotes about l'us early yeals

‘asa doctor.

thought-provoking adj. intending to arouse thoughts
or ideas

e.g. The audience agreed that the speech was indeed
thought-provoking.

unique perspective 1) n. a particular way

e.g. They see thg events with a unique perspective:

2) n. having no like, of which there is none like it

convincing adj. able to make a person beligve something

e.g. a convincing speech; a convincing argument

official statistics n. collected information shown in num-
bers, gathered or recognized by an authority

e.g. Politicians love to use official statistics to support
their arguments.

creativity n. using or being able to use 1magmat1ve
thought or artistic ability

e.g. Creativity is essential to being a good writer.

determination 7. being firmly committed to doing some-
thing; resoluteness

e.g. Her determination to learn English ensures her suc-
cess.

illustrate a point v. to explain or make a point clear by
examples, diagrams, pictures, etc.

e.g. He made an in-depth analysis of the controversial
airport project to illustrate his point that it would
involve great expense.

talk the hind leg off a donkey v. (to be able) to talk end-
lessly

e.g. He has always been able to talk the hind leg off a
donkey. '

keep (sth.) in mind v. to have something in one’s imagi-
nation or mental view

e.g. I always keep in mind what mum sald to me, “No
cross, no crown”

2. Instruct students to work on the exercises individually.
Go around and monitor the activity, helping with vo-
cabulary if necessary. T: Now please use these words or
phrases to complete the dialog.

3. Allow students some time to complete.

4. Ask students to compare their answers. T: Now compare
your answers with those of your partner.

5. Elicit answers from individual students. T: Please tell us
your answer to the first blank.

! Culture Note

Anyone can get nervous when speaking in front of a group

of people. Knowing that you are, not alone may help you

feel less afraid. The next step is to properly prepare and re-
hearse — the better prepared you are, the easier it will be to

overcome your fear§  in the moment you speak. Learn good
breathing techmques, aswell, and try‘to approach the speech
as positively and confidently as you can.

Answers
A: I don’t think you've stopped talking since I got home!

Have you always been able to talk the hind leg off a don-
key?

B: Isuppose so. But now I'm talking because I'm nervous. I

have to make a speech tomorrow.

: Who are you speaking to?

It’s a group of prospective clients, and my boss wants
me to use my upique perspective as a property analyst
to persuade them to buy into a new housing complex.

A: Isee, so you won't be including personal anecdotes or
thought-provoking stories in your speech.

B: No, but I will have to refer to official statistics. I might
use the odd joke or story to ilustrate a point however.

A: It sounds like you know exactly what to do. Why are
you nervous?

B: Well, I'm worried that the audience won’t find me con-
vincing. What if they don’t value my opinion?

A: Listen, you've always had the ability to think logically.
Just keep in mind that you do know what you're talking
about. Your opinion is very valuable. And the creativity
you have shown in previous speeches and your deter-
mination to succeed will ensure that you do well. Good
luck!

w >

Supplementary Expressions

ad-lib/improvise a speech B[l & F iU

broadcast a speech | #—E{H %

compose a speech =it

deliver/make/give a speech & &KL

hear a speech out BT 5254

an acceptance speech (3£)&40 % A2 HEIR AN
FRYERITRE

an after-dinner speech &5 i}

a campaign speech FEEIHE

a curtain speech i##id]

a welcoming/farewell speech ¥ / 4 517

an impromptu/offhand/unrehearsed speech BJl {15

a(n) impassioned/inspiring/ passionate speech {#{#
B/ BEAL / PIEERHIRI

a(n) boring/dull/empty/flat/sententious/tame/tire-
some speech & AP/ RE4R TR / MBS/ 818/
UM 3 / 2ok / TLIIAIIRIR
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[l Listening Task

1 Pre-listening Activity

1. Introduce the activity. T: For many of us, public speaking is
unavoidable. Whether we like it or not, enjoy it or not, we will
occasionally have to speak in public. Anyone who wants to be
a leader or be assured of getting ahead in business will have to
become used to public speaking. For example, we have to speak
in class to answer the teacher’s questions or give a presenta-
tion; we have to speak in public to defend a thesis or take part
in a speech contest. Now look at the pre-listening task on Page 7.
Match the occasions of the speech with their purposes.

2. Allow students some time to finish.

3. Elicit answers from students. T: Now let’s check the an-
swers.

Answers
1.c 2.d 3.a 4. e 5b

Follow-up Activity

Put students in small groups. T: Now choose one of these occa-
sions to think about. Discuss with your partners what content a
speech must have in order to be effective on that occasion.

2 Listening Activities
3k Teaching Tip

Asking students to preview given statements so they can
more easily extract meaning from a listening text is an im-
portant step in the Listening Task sections throughout this
book. This activity allows students to (i) familiarize them-
selves with the ideas and information they will hear; (ii) have
the opportunity to check important vocabulary which is
likely to appear in the listening text; (iii) think about their
own background knowledge on the subjects, which helps
them predict what they will hear; (iv) learn how to listen for
only those parts of the speech that are relevant to the topic,
ignoring the rest. This skill will enable students to quickly
pick out what they need to know and avoid wasting their
time remembering every word and phrase.

1) First Listening

Professor Wild is giving a lecture to first year students on

the subject of public speaking. Listen and decide if the

following statements are true or false. Write T for true and

F for false.

1. Explain the task. T: Look at the listening task on Page 7-8.
Read the given statements carefully. Knowing what you are
going to listen for allows you to better predict the contents

and concentrate on relevant information — this is how you
use the listening strategy of focusing.

2. Give directions. T: Professor Wild-is giving a lecture to first
year students on the subject of public speaking. Listen and
decide if the following statements are true or false. Write T for
true, and F for false. .

3. Elicit answers from students. T: Which statement might be
true based on your background knowledge? Do you agree that
a good speech can be used in any situation?

4. n Play the audio (MP3, track 1) T: Listen to the speech
and check your prediction. Remember to listen for the infor-
mation that will help answer the questions.

5. Allow students some time to finish.

6. Check students’ predictions. T: Is your prediction correct
according to the listening text?

7. Elicit answers from students. T: How did you mark the first
statement?

Answers
1.T 2F

Listen to the introduction (Part 1) of the lecture and predict
in what order the following points will be covered in the
speech.

* Teaching Tip

Asking students to take notes while listening is an important
step in the Real World Listening sections throughout this
book. This activity helps students write down the exact
words they hear and so help them better remember the
points. This activity also reinforces the points students are
listening to so that they can understand them when they
hear them again later or when they practice them in a dialog.
The teacher should remind students that they don’t have to
write down every word. What makes note-taking efficient
is their ability to recognize the main topic and write down
only the essential details and supporting examples that they
can hear and understand.

1. Explain the task. T: Read the following points carefully so
that when you listen, you can focus on key information that
may provide you with some clues to the answers. Try to take
some notes while you are listening to the introduction. This
will help remind you of the exact words and the order of the
points in the listening text.

2. Give directions. T: A well-organized speech usually consists
of three structural parts: introduction, main body, and con-
clusion. The body develops according to the order introduced
in the introduction. Now let’s listen to the introduction of the
lecture and predict in what order the points will be covered in
the body of the speech. The first one has been filled in for you.

u1-3



3. n Play the audio (MP3, track 1) T: Listen to the introduc-
tory part of the lecture. Remember to take notes on the rel-
evant information that will help answer the questions.

4. Allow students some time to finish.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: Let's check the answers
together.

6. Remind students that it doesn’t matter if they failed to
grasp a point or if the pace of the listening text was too
fast for them to process all the information. T: It doesn’t
matter if you missed something. Don’t give up. Stay focused,
leave a blank space and continue taking notes. Try to keep track
of ideas and details that seem important to you. If you have
trouble spelling a word, spell it as best you can but don’t ob-
sess over it.

Answers

1 Purpose of the speech
Context of the speech
Deciding on the contents
Using the right references
Making jokes

Giving personal information

NG| WN

Telling anecdotes

2) Second Listening

Listen to Part 2 and complete the main points below.

1. Explain to students how to use listening strategies like
focusing, predicting and note-taking. T: Read the follow-
ing points in the box before listening to Part 2 of the speech.
This helps you focus on the information you need. Predict the
answer to each blank according to the examples given under
each point. While listening, try to keep your hand working as
quickly as your ears and write down the important details and
examples that you hear and understand. Now let’s listen for
the specific information. We'll do the first one together.

2. [\ Play the audio (MP3, track 2) T: What did you hear for
Question Number 1? Does the lecture go the way you expected?
Right, the answer to the first question is “identify a clear pur-
pose”. OK, let's do the rest.

3. n Play the audio (MP3, track 2). T: Please listen to the
rest of the listening text.

Allow students some time to write.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What did you write for

Question Number 2?

Answers
1 Identify a clear purpose

¢ wedding speech — arouse positive emotions

o fund-raising speech —provoke thoughts on environment
2 ldentify the target audience

o different groups
o different interests
3 Choose appropriate information
e know your strengths, e.g. If you are a returnee foreign
student — talk about your own experiences
4 Usecitations to help make a convincing speech
e but different groups need quotes from different sources,
e.g. cyclist’s quotes vs. politician’s quotes

Listen to Part 3. Complete Professor Wild’s advice with
either a, b or c. Some advice applies to more than one point.

* Teaching Tip

To find the correct answers to these exercises students will
need to be thorough in their note-taking. The teacher should
explain that a clear and well-designed outline of note-tak-
ing is helpful in transcribing a speech. The teacher should
also emphasize that even though it’s almost impossible to
write word for word what the speaker is saying, outlining
the notes will be useful in showing relationships between
ideas. The teacher may suggest to students that they put the
three points on the left side of the page and add relevant
information from the speech to each point while listening.
The teacher should remind students to leave enough room
between the points for making revisions.

1. Explain the task. T: Read the following points carefully be-
fore listening to Part 3. Familiarize yourself with the points
and important words in the sentences, since they are likely to
appear in the speech. Use the strategy of focusing while listen-
ing — listen especially for the information that may help you
find answers. You can write down the three points on the left
side and add related information to each point while you are
listening to the speech. This will help you group ideas together
in the listening text and is a simple but useful technique in
note-taking.

2. Give directions. T: Professor Wild gives advice on making a
good speech. What is the advice about? Choose from the three
choices to complete the sentences. ‘

3. "\ Play the audio (MP3, track 3). T: Now, listen to Part 3.

4. Allow students some time to choose.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What did you write to com-
plete the first statement?

6. To further develop the lesson, reference the second ac-
tivity in the First Listening part by asking students to
check whether the points in the body of the speech are
covered in the same order as they are presented in the
introduction. This activity helps reinforce students’ mas-
tery of the reviewing listening strategy. T: Let's use the

ui-4



reviewing listening strategy to think and talk about what you
have heard. This will help us better understand the speech. In
what order do the main points of the body develop? Is this the
same order that you predicted? Is it the same order as you find
laid out in the introduction? v

7. Allow students some time to discuss.

Answers

1 _a_should tie into the main point and back up argu-
ments.

_b_helps the audience feel closer to the speaker.

_b _is an enjoyable addition to a speech.

a.c should be used to illustrate a point in a speech.
_¢ _ can be adjusted to suit the occasion.

.a, ¢ should be appropriate for the audience.

b __ can help win over the audience.

W NN NGk WN

a__can create a good atmosphere.

Listen to the conclusion (Part 4) of the lecture and com-

plete the notes.

1. Explain the task and remind students to use the focus-
ing, predicting and note-taking listening strategies. T:
Read the sentences in the box before listening to Part 4 of the
speech. Predict the answers before listening and focus on an
take notes of key words while listening.

{ "\ Play the audio (MP3, track 4) . T: Now, let’s listen.

3. Allow students some time to complete the notes.

Elicit answers from students. T: What did you write for the
first blank?

Answers

In the English language, there are no standard speeches that
fit all occasions.

Analyzing famous speeches for their content and style is
better than memorizing them.

Follow-up Activity

Put students in pairs or groups. T: There are more kinds of pub-
lic speeches. What is your favorite speech? Who made the speech?
Why do you like it? Tell your partner more about it.

Script
M Listening Task: Tips for Public
Speaking

Professor Wild of York University is giving a lecture to
first year students on the subject of public speaking.

J

[Part 1}

There are two words that summarize what makes a
good speech: purpose and context. The preparation done
beforehand, and the content, references, jokes, personal in-
formation, and anecdotes included in a speech all relate to
its purpose and context. There are two key questions: Why
are you speaking? Who are you speaking to?

[Part 2]

The purpose of wedding speeches, for instance, is to
produce positive emotions such as happiness, pride, and
hope for the future. At a fund raising dinner on the other
hand, a speaker may give a thought provoking speech about
the environment. Either way there needs to be a clear pur-
pose. What about the context? Who are the audience? A
speaker who traveled to Brazil may be asked first by a group
of diplomats, then by some artists, to speak about her expe-
riences. The two groups have different interests in Brazil and
the speaker needs to adjust accordingly. You should know
your strengths when you are choosing the content of your
speech. If you are invited for your unique perspective, make
sure you use that. For example, a returnee foreign student,
who is asked to share his experiences, should talk about his
own direct experiences rather than the history of the coun-
try he visited. A convincing speech should have good cita-
tions; and according to the dictionary, a citation is “a line
taken from a book, a speech etc.” But remember, different
people are convinced by citations from different sources. For
example, a speaker at a cyclists’ convention might quote from
a cycling magazine to make a point, but a politician talking
about cycling in a debate will be more effective quoting offi-
cial statistics.

[Part 3]

Humor can be very effective, but again purpose and
context should control its use. Different groups of people
find different things funny, so remember who you are talk-
ing to. And remember the purpose of your speech: any good
joke can create a good atmosphere but the best jokes should
illustrate a point or back up an argument in the speech. Make
sure you get it right, it’s no joke! (ha ha) Mentioning your
family is considered an interesting and enjoyable addition
to a speech. My mother always used to say that personal
information can help an audience feel closer to you — she
was a great public speaker and could talk the hind leg off a.
donkey. I guess I inherited my talkative nature from her. But
once again, it is important to keep focused on the purpose
of the speech. My history teacher at school always finished
his lectures by talking about his favorite sport. We loved his
sporting stories, but in the end, they always told us some-
thing about his lecture. I learned from him that anecdotes
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and stories should always be used to illustrate points in a
speech. You can also adjust your anecdotes to suit the occa-
sion or the audience—the context. Always keep your audi-
ence in mind.

[Part 4]

Remember that in the English language there are no
standard speeches that fit all occasions. For this reason, ana-
lyzing famous speeches for their content and style is better
than memorizing them. Find out the purpose of those
speeches and the contexts they were given in and then you'll
understand why certain anecdotes and content were cho-
sen. Remember the two key questions: why are you speak-
ing, and who are you speaking to? -

I Real World Listening 1

1 Predict

1. Introduce the activity. Have students look at the photo-
graph. Ask them questions about the photograph. T: Look
at the photograph on Page 9 . What do you think the man is
doing?

2. Give directions. T: Rob Davis is the host of the University of
Lamma (UOL) Physics Department’s 2004 Student Awards
Banquet. He is an Astrophysics Ph.D. candidate. This is his
speech, given before the banquet. What do you think the pur-
pose of his speech might be?

3. Elicit answers from students. T: What do you think might
be the purpose of the speech? Which items did you mark? Can
you think of any other purposes?

4. Check students’ results. T: Could you please tell us your
predictions?

Answer
+ To hail Physics as a discipline and to boost morale among
physics students.

2 Get the Main Ideas

Listen to the speech and choose the four qualities of physics

students that Mr. Davis mentions.

1. Explain the task. T: This time, listen for the four qualities of
physics students. Read the choices listed to help yourself use
the strategy of focusing. Tick the letter next to the quality as
you hear it.

2. n Play the audio (MP3, track 5 ). T: Let’s begin.

Allow students some time to choose.

4. Elicit answers from students. T: What's the first quality?

i

Answers

1.b 2.d 3.a 4.c

Listen again and decide whether Davis has included any

of the following elements in his speech.

1. Explain the task. T: Now listen again and decide whether
Mr. Davis has included any of the following elements in his
speech. What does Mr. Davis mean by saying “The world is
our oyster”? Remember to focus on the key words you think
will give clues to the answers.

2. n Play the audio (MP3, track 5 ). T: Are you ready?

Allow students some time to choose.

4. Elicit answers from students. T: Which elements are included
in his speech?

®

Answers
v/ Anecdote v Personal information
v/ Citation +/ Humor

v The world is in our hands.

3 Respond to Ideas
Ask students to talk about the questions with their partners.

"T: Now it's your turn to respond to what you heard and share with

us your understanding. Generally speaking, it's easier for us to
understand and remember what we have responded to.

Answers
Personal answers apply.

Script
H Real World Listening 1

Student Awards Banquet: Host’s Speech
Rob Davis is the host of the University of Lamma (UOL) Physics
Department’s 2004 Student Awards Banquet on April 12th, 2004.
He is an Astrophysics Ph.D. candidate.

Good evening everyone, and welcome to the Physics
Department’s 2004 Student Awards Banquet. I'm your host
tonight and will be guiding you through the fun and games
of the evening. But before we start I would like to talk briefly
about the special qualities of a physics student that make us
valuable members of any community. It was eight years ago
when I first walked onto the campus here at UOL. Since then
I have received two degrees and have taken on many roles
in the university community. I have been a student, a re-
searcher, a laboratory assistant, a teacher, the chairman of
the table tennis society, and, along with my partner Betty
Lovely, a ball room dancing champion. All of these different
roles have given me opportunities to achieve various goals.
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I wrote a thesis, sat through exams, learned the tango, re-
covered from a table tennis injury, and even managed to deal
with a classroom full of crazy first year physics students.
Thinking back, it is clear to me that I couldn’t have achieved
all this without the skills and qualities which I first devel-
oped as a physics major at UOL.

The first quality is creativity. The study of physics
would never have come so far if physicists were not cre-
ative. As Albert Einstein once said, “Imagination is more
important than knowledge.” Many of my old friends from
this department have gone on to work in the wider world.
Today they are engineers, programmers, managers, teach-
ers, and one of them is even a tango instructor in Argentina.
What is it that gave them the imagination to pursue such
diverse careers? It is the creativity that they discovered as
they grappled with the wonders of modern physics. How
would the great astronomer Copernicus have ever dreamed
the solar system into existence if creativity hadn’t driven
him as he analyzed the data before him?

The second great quality we possess is the ability to
think logically. According to the philosopher John Locke,
“logic is the anatomy of thought”, the key to unlocking the
truths behind the world we see. Logic also develops one’s
skills in a discussion or argument, something that is very
important inside and outside this wonderful university. As
one of my physics students once told me, “I consistently win
arguments simply by using logic. In fact, I find that no one
can beat me, and in discussions people always want me on
their side as they know we will win.”

The third great quality of the physics major is determi-
nation. We train our minds as an athlete trains his body. It
takes a lot of effort to contemplate the theory of relativity or
the origin of the universe. The sheer volume of data could
crush a person if he didn’t have the right training, the kind
of training we as physics majors receive from the moment
we arrive at university. What drives us is the conviction that
there is a solution to any problem and an explanation for
any process. We carry this quality with

us when we finish our studies and it ensures our suc-
cess in whatever we put our minds to.

The fourth great quality of a physics major is curiosity.
Physics students want to learn about the world and we have
many questions that need answering. If I may once again
quote my great hero, Albert Einstein, “The important thing
is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for
existing.” Curiosity leads us to ask questions and our ques-
tions lead to solutions. Then, curiosity leads to more ques-
tions and improved solutions. The process never stops. Cu-
riosity has led humans to travel into space, to dive to the
depths of the ocean and to study the miniscule particles of

life. We have also learned that our work never ends, that it
is from the process that we gain knowledge, and that the
conclusion is only a working hypothesis from which more
questions will surely arise.

Ladies and Gentlemen, with these four qualities - cre-
ativity, logic, determination and curiosity-—the world is, in-
deed, our oyster. Let’s celebrate this tonight as we honor the
best students of the year.

Hl Real World Listening 2

Describe

1. Introduce the activity. Have students look at the photo-
graph. Ask questions about the photograph. T: Look at
the photograph on Page 10 . What do you think the man is
doing? Where do you think the woman is? Is she giving a
speech? What kind of speech might it be? Do you know what
an acceptance speech is? Can you name a few occasions where
people make acceptance speeches? What are the main messages
in an acceptance speech?

2. Put students in pairs to discuss the quesﬁons. T: Now
discuss the questions with your partner. If you don’t agree,
try to persuade your partner or explain the differences.

3. Allow students some time to discuss and exchange views.

Circulate and monitor the progress. :

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What do you think the
woman is doing?

L

’X‘ Culture Note

Acceptance Speech

An acceptance speech is a speech made by a person
accepting an award, a nomination, or other honors. Some-
times an acceptance speech is made on behalf of a person
who is absent. An acceptance speech may include the fol-
lowing messages: (i) gratitude for the honor; (ii) acknowl-
edgment of those who made the accomplishment possible
— Who nominated you? Who invited you to join the group
or encouraged you to get involved in the project or event?
(iii) an expression of the values the award represents — What
is your connection to the group? How do you feel about the
people and the organization’s goals? Why are they giving
you this award? Have you seen someone else accept the same
award? People will not remember all the details of what you
say, but they will remember the stories you tell. Include a
memorable vignette or incident, something entertaining or
touching about your connection.
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Answers
Personal answers apply.

2 Discover

Listen to a quiz show and complete the quotes.

1. Explain the task. T: Read the quotes in each box. Knowing

 what you are going to listen for can help you better under-
stand the listening text and focus on the key points. Focusing
will help you get the correct answer more easily.

2. [\ Play the audio (MP3, track 6). T: Listen to the record-
ing and complete the quotes.

3. Allow students some time to finish.

4. Ask students to exchange their answers with a partner
and justify their answers. T: Now, exchange your answers
with your partner. Try to reach an agreement. If you cannot,
then try to justify your answers.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What's your answer to the
first blank?

*f* Culture Notes
1. The Academy Awards:

The Academy Awards (Oscars) are the most important
film award in the USA. The award is given by the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, a professional organi-
zation composed of thousands of craftsmen in the motion
picture industry. The Oscar statuette was designed by Cedric
Gibbons and sculpted by Los Angeles artist George Stanley.
The Oscars are made of britannium and plated in copper,
nickel silver and 24-karat gold. No one knows exactly how
“QOscar” got his nickname. The most popular story is that
Margaret Herrick, an Academy employee and eventually the
executive director, thought the statuette resembled her Uncle
Oscar. After that, the Academy staff began referring to it by
that name. Journalists used the nickname with increasing
frequency during the late 1930’s, but the Academy didn’t
officially use the name Oscar until 1939. The Academy
'Awards are commonly named after the year the films were
produced—usually a year before the awards ceremony. For
example, the ceremony which took place in March 1997 was

‘the 1996 Academy Awards. The most recent Awards were
the 77th Academy Awards (2004).

2. Billy Crystal:

. Billy Crystal is a world-famous actor, producer and
director. He was the executive director of My Giant (1998),
America’s Sweethearts (2001) and My Uncle Berns (2003).

3. Julia Roberts:
Julia Roberts is one of the most famous and highest-
paid actresses in Hollywood, and she is recognized all over

the world. She has done many romantic comedies like Pretty
Woman (1990) and My Best Friend’s Wedding (1997). Ms. Rob-
erts has played all kinds of characters — like lawyers, house-
wives and fairies. She’s probably best known for her roles
in Notting Hill (1999) and Erin Brockovich (2000).

Answers
It was thirteen years ago when I first hosted the Acad-

emy Awards, and things sure have changed since then.
George Bush was President, the economy was tanking, and
we had just finished a war with Iraq. Yeah, things really have
changed.
— Billy Crystal
This small gold person cannot be put outside. It should
be kept safe inside the cupboard, because I may feel com-
placent if I see it. It is better to conceal it. The first thing I
will do after getting this award is to lock it up in a cupboard.
— Ge You
Today’s the day. My reign is over. No more supermar-
ket openings. I have to pass it on to the next gal.
~— Julia Roberts
I voted for Seabiscuit. That's the most realistic horse costume
I've ever seen.

— Billy Crystal

Listen to the quiz show again and give short answers to

the following questions.

1. Explain the task. T: Now you are going to listen for the con-
testants’ comprehension of the quotes. You can use the strat-
egy of note-taking here. Write down key words.

2. Remind students about using abbreviations and phrases.
T: Using abbreviations and phrases you already know can help
you save time and follow the speaker’s train of thought.

3. [\ Play the audio (MP3, track 6). T: Now let’s listen to the
recording again and give short answers to the following ques-
tions. '

4. Allow students some time to write.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What's your answer to the
first question?

Answers

1 The Golden Chicken Award.

2 The award for best actor.

3 No. He meant that many things are still the same now as
they were thirteen yeafs ago.
It means to decline or to somehow get worse.

5 He was being humble. It means that he treasures the
award a lot, and he shouldn’t stop working hard.

6 Because she was giving the award she won in the previ-
ous year to someone else.
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