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INTRODUCTION
In Search of Amin’s Women

“DURING AMIN’S time, there were not many problems apart from
our people disappearing and being killed,” explained Namuli Kasozi,
a sixty-year-old market vendor from the outskirts of Kampala. Namuli
is my pseudonym for this robust, spirited Ugandan woman, one of the
many people I interviewed who lived through the harrowing years of
Idi Amin’s reign. “Big Daddy,” as he was affectionately known, the so-
called father of the nation, was president of Uganda from January 1971
until April 1979. While others experienced his rule as a time of terror,
Namuli suggests that there was relative quiet for those in the shadow
of the many reported kidnappings, disappearances, and killings. “I was
not a person who used to move a lot because that regime affected so
much people who could move from one place or one bar to another
bar. But for me, I was not among those people.”

This brief statement, which echoes many that I recorded of women
living through this period, reveals a great deal about Amin’s military dic-
tatorship and how some Ugandan women experienced his rule. While
Namuli acknowledges the violence that is commonly associated with
the regime, she insists that it did not have a major impact on her life
because she was not one of “those” people. She carefully sets herself
apart from those who moved “from one bar to another bar,” implying
that such people were morally debased and perhaps even got what was
coming to them. The fact that she says “there were not many problems
apart from our people disappearing and being killed” also suggests that
her life had some degree of normalcy despite the violence. This tells us

1



