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1. Tourism and Travel

A: You have traveled a lot. Would you like to tell me what tourism means?

B: Touring or traveling as a leisure activity is usually referred to as tourism.
It belongs to tertiary industry or service industry.

A: What does it consist of?

B: It contains three important categories: scenic spots and historical sitcs,
accommodation, transportation. Scenic spots include natural scenery and artificial
scenery. The Great Wall, the Imperial Palace in Beijing, the Terracotta Warriors
in Xi’an, the Pyramids in Egypt and the Eiffel Tower in Paris arc historical
sites. You may marvel at the brilliant civilization human beings have created.
You can hardly imagine how these wonders have been made. We modern man
may feel dwarfed before our ancestors. On the other hand, an increasing number
of people have got bored with the hustle and bustle in cities. They prefer to go
back into nature where they can breathe fresh air and admire nature in its
unspoiled state. They travel by canoc to the remote areas, float on an
unrecognized river, sleep in tents and listen to the call from the wild.

A: 1 have some ideas about scenic spots now. How about the other two
categorics?

B: Well, I’m coming to them. By accommodation I mean hotels of all
kinds. Transportation is an essential part of tourism. In the past, people traveled
on the back of horses or camels or in small boats. It always took a lot of time to
rcach their destinations. Now people have more and easier access to the
transportation means. They go by car, bus, train or plane. It’s said that someonc
wants to make a space travel by spaceship. It must be pretty exciting. Of course,
it costs a large sum of moncy and only the rich can afford it. But it can be
predicted that with the development of technologies, even average people arc
very likely to set their feet on the moon or the Mars in the ncar futurc. This
dream has become a reality by a rich American businessman taking a Russian
rocket launched to a spaceship in 2001.

A: Why do people travel?

B: Travel in the modern world is motivated by the desirc to cxpand onc’s
horizons, to experience exotic cultures, and to connect with other people. Some

people travel to resort areas to relax in the sun, to sce beautiful scenery, to visit
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famous places, to taste different foods, and to leam new things, while others
tend to explore the dangerous and unknown areas. In a sense, traveling meets
man’s fundamental curiosity and spiritual and physical needs.

A: Can 1 say that traveling does much good to people?

B: You are right. Travel is one of the noblest human occupations, a
significant component of the high-quality lifestyle. Tourism and travel
contributes to world peace since bonds, understanding and increased appreciation
for other people’s way of life, culture, and language make us more a part of a
world community. Tourism flourishes in a climate of friendship and prosperity.
International tourism is the world’s largest export earner and an important factor
in the balance of payments of many countries. Travel and tourism stimulates
enormous investments in new infrastructure and tourist development projects and
so on. Personally, by traveling, people enrich their knowledge, broaden their
eye view, know more people and appreciate the beauty of nature. But traveling
does more than this. In many parts of the world, tourism constitutes a major
part of the economy. Some countries are almost exclusively dependent on income
from the tourist trade. Such is the case, for example, for the islands in the
Caribbean Sea. Endowed with warm sunshine, soft beaches, blue sea and special
customs, these islands have been called the backyard of America for they have
attracted many Americans taking their vacations. A large proportion of their
revenue comes from tourists spending.

A: How many forms does traveling take?

B: Generally it falls into two forms; the package tour group and traveling on
your own. A travel agency provides many routes. You may choose one at will
you are intcrested in and pay all the fees involved. The travel agency arranges
cverything for you.

A. How is tourism in China like?

B: Tourism is a growing industry in our country. In fact, tourism now
embraces the unprecedented chances for development. More and more foreigners
choose China as their destination for China is an ancient country with a long
history of more than 5000 years, rich culture and civilization and abundant
tourisin resources. Furthermore, we come to know its importance in economy.
Many policies have been carried out to develop tourism. The infrastructure has
been greatly improved.
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A: | have noticed that more and more Chinese people are traveling abroad.

B: Perfectly right. You know just 10 or 15 years ago it was impossible for
our Chinese to go traveling abroad. This shows clearly we become rich
gradually.

A: | have another question. What should we pay attention to when
developing new tourism projects?

B: FEvidently we should learn how to protect the scenic spots. Sustainable
development and careful plans in new tourism projects should be made before

any scenic spot is developed.

Notes

1. Touring or traveling as a lcisure activity is usually referred to as tourism.
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2. Sightseeing the Great Wall

A traveler (T and a tour guide (G) are having a conversation
about the Great Wall.

G: Good morning, everyone! Today I will be your tour guide. Welcome to
the Great Wall. The Great Wall, like the Pyramids of Egypt, the Taj Mahal in
India and the Hanging Garden of Babylon, is one of the great wonders of the
world. Starting out in the east on the banks of the Yalu River in Liaoning
Province, the Wall stretches westwards for 12,700 Li to Jiayuguan in the Gobi
Desert, thus known as the Ten Thousand Li Wall in China. The wall climbs up
and down, twists and turns along the ridges of the Yanshan and Yinshan
Mountains through 9 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions —
Liaoning, Hebei, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia, Inner Mongolia, Beijing
and Tianjin. It is the only man-made ancient engineering project that can be seen
by astronauts from the moon! The bricks alone would build four Egyptian
Pyramids! There is an interesting saying, “You are not a man unti! you’ve been
to the walll”

T. Miss G, would you please tell us something about the history of the Great
Wall?

G: With pleasure. Historical records trace the construction of the origin of
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the Wall to defensive fortification back to the year 656 BC during the reign of
King Cheng of the states of Chu. Its construction continued throughout the
Warring States period in the fifth century BC when ducal states Yan Zhao, Wei
and Qin were frequently plundered by nomadic peoples living north of the
Yinshan and Yanshan mountain ranges. Walls, then, were built separately by
these ducal states to ward off such harassments. Later in 221 BC, when Qin
conquered the other states and unified China, Emperor Qinshihuang ordered the
connection and repair of these individual walls and further extensions to. form the
basis of the present great wall. As a matter of fact, a separate outer wall was
constructed north of the Yinshan range in the Han Dynasty, which went to ruin
through ycars of neglect. In many intervening centuries, succeeding dynasties
rebuilt parts of the Wall. The most extensive reinforcements and renovations
were carried out in the Ming Dynasty when altogether 18 lengthy stretches were
reinforced with bricks and rocks. It is mostly the Ming Dynasty Wall that
visitors see today.

T: It is said that the Great Wall is divided into two sections, the east and the
west, with Shanxi Province as the dividing line. What’s the difference between
the two sections?

G: The west part is a rammed carth construction, about 5. 3m high on
average. In the eastern part, the core of the wall is rammed earth as well, but
the outer shell is reinforced with bricks and rocks. The most imposing and best
preserved sections of the Great Wall are at Badaling and Mutianyu, not far from
Beijing and both are open to visitors.

T: Would you please give us a description of the Great Wall itself in detail?

G: OK! The wall of those sections is 7.8m high and 6.5m wide at its base,
narrowing to 5.8m on the top of the ramparts, wide enough for five horses to
gatlop abreast. There are ramparts, embrasures, peep holes and apertures for
archers on the top, besides gutters with gargoyles to drain rain water off the
parapet wall. Two storcied watchtowers are built at approximately 400m
intervals. The top stories of the watchtower were designed for observing enemy
movements, while the first was used for storing grain, fodder, military
cquipment and gunpowder as well as for quartering garrison soldiers. The
highest watchtower at Badaling, standing on a hilltop, is reached only after a
stecp climb, like “climbing a ladder to heaven”. The view from the top is
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rewarding, however. The Wall follows the contour of mountains that rise one
behind the other until they finally fade and merge with distant haze.

T: What are the functions of the rectangular lookout posts built about every
100m, and beacon towers at regular intervals?

G: They served as a signal system to communicate military information to the
dynastic capital. At the approach of enemy troops, smoke signals gave the alarm
from the beacon towers in the daytime and bonfire did this at night. Emergency
signals could be relayed to the capital from distant places within a few hours long
before the invention of anything like modern communications.

T: How many passes are there along the Great Wall?

G: There stand 14 major passes at places of strategic importance along the
Great Wall, the most important being Shanhaiguan and Jiayuguan. Yet the most
impressive one is Juyongguan, about 50 kilometers northwest of Beijing. Known
as “Tian Xia i Yi Guan”, Shanhaiguan Pass is situated between two sheer cliffs
forming a neck connecting north China with the northeast. It had been,
therefore, a key junction contested by all strategists and many famous battles
were fought here. It was the gate of Shanhaiguan that the Ming general Wu
Sangui opened to the Manchu army to suppress the peasant rebelfion led by Li
Zicheng and so surrendered the whole Ming empire to the Manchus, leading to
the foundation of the Qing Dynasty. Jiayuguan Pass was not so much as “the
Strategic Pass under the Hecaven” as an important communication center in
Chinese history. Cleft between the snow capped Qilian Mountains and the
rolling Mazong Mountains, it was on the ancient Silk Road.

Notes
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3. Terra-Cotta Army Museum in Xi’an

Zhao Ying (A), a tour guide, is introducing to Terra-Cotta
Army Museum for the tourists (B).

A: Today, we will pay a visit to the Terra-Cotta Army Museum. The
museum is located 35 kilometers east of Xi’an, which was first opened to public
on Oct. 1, 1979. Since then millions of visitors, including heads and leaders of
China and abroad, have visited this human wonder and heaped praise upon it.

B: When was the grand and luxurious mausoleum of Yingzheng, the First
Emperor of the Qin Dynasty built?

A: Born in 259 BC, Yingzheng ascended throne when he was 13 years old.
Like other monarchs in Chinese history, he ordered the construction of his own
mausoleumn when he came to power at the age of 13. This imperial mausoleum
was originally 120m tall and 2,000m in circumference. Now it is still 76m tall
and 400m in circumference. The memorial park on the ground can be deemed as
a miniature capital, since the First Emperor truthfully copied the layout of
Xianyang, the capital city. According to historical records, the country had only
7 million able bodied laborers, more than 700,000 people were conscripted in
constructing the mausoleum. This mausoleum can be likened to a gigantic group
of underground palaces. The ceiling is said to have been decorated with a map of
constellations; the sun, moon and stars were made with a variety of glistening
pearls and gems. On the ground, lie Chinese territory and mercury filled rivers,
lakes and seas; cranes, mandarin duck, and wild geese and ducks made of gold
and pines and cypresses carved out of precious stones were arranged on the floor.
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An audience hall was also built. It is also said that the bottom and side of the
vault were lined with bronze to protect the coffin from underground water. To
keep the thieves away, automatic crossbows and arrows were installed on cach
door leading to the grave.

B: It is said that Yingzheng was very cruel and buried alive some court
maids, ladies and all the artisans who were involved in building the mausoleum
in order to keep secrets from being disclosed. Is it true?

A: In terms of the historical records, it is believed to be true.

B: Would you please give us an introduction to the pits of the terra cotta
army?

A: The No. 1 Pit was discovered in March 1974 when local peasants were
sinking wells in the countryside. The three Pits are believed to have been
attendant tombs of the First Emperor’ s mausoleum. The No. 1 Pit is
characterized by its sheer size. It is 230m long and 62m wide, and covers a total
arca of 14,260 square meters. On the east end there stand three rows of terra-
cotta warriors who face cast. Numbering a total of 210, they were meant to
serve as the vanguards. Behind them is the main force in 38 columns and were
positioned in 11 tunnels. The ground of the tunnels was laid with black bricks,
and the wooden roofs were supported by pillars, on which they were covered by
an impressed mat with soil topped. Each tunnel is five meters deep from the
surface. On the south, north and west sides of the tunnels, there stand rows of
warriors who face outward. More than 1,000 pottery figures have now been
uncarthed from this pit. It is estimated that more than 6,000 terra cotta soldiers
will eventually be exhumed when the project is completed.

B. What about No. 2 Pit and No. 3 Pit?

A: No. 2 Pit is an L shaped phalanx of charioteers, cavalrymen and
infantrymen. It is estimated that more than 1,000 pottery soldiers, 500 chariots
and saddled horses will be excavated at last. This pit covers an area of 6,000
square meters. It features a small phalanx in the cast featuring 334 bowmen. The
southern part of the pit features a phalanx of 64 chariots in eight rows. In the
center there are 19 chariots and armless soldiers. The northern end of the pit
features a number of chariots and cavalrymen. No.3 Pit is situated 25 meters to
the west of the No. 2 Pit. It was discovered in 1976 and is M shaped, occupying
a space of 520 square meters. Only one chariot and 64 pottery warriors were



