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By Gare Thompson

Reading Objectives i H#xr
Word Attack and Vocabulary Skills
1a) i AT

~2 Using -ed with past tense verbs
RS AL 22 -ed B
=2 Using -est to show comparisons
722 -est Rt R g K I
= Decoding compound words
fitp b 5 i)

Content and Thinking Skills

i B il

-2 Recognizing that ancient civilizations used technologies
TR ARN SO I AR

- Understanding how religion and beliefsd#t
way people acted ;
TR 7% BN AT 2 o] 52 i

—=» Focusing on the ways people
achieve something great
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Ancient Egypt

Travel back to a time over
4,500 years ago. You are in
a land called Egypt. It is in
the northern part of Africa.
Here it is very hot and dry.
Most people in ancient
Egypt lived along the Nile
River just as they do today.

s e A e A - St A W S g binnia, o i o TR

i '

A People have lived along the Nile River for thousands of years.



Ancient Egyptians created some
amazing things. They made
mummies. They invented a kind
of writing called hieroglyphics.
They made paper from a tall
water plant called papyrus.

V Hieroglyphics &3

i#i% & % i3 iC

mummy /'mami/ n. KT ¢




One of the most amazing creations %t T

was the pyramid. It was a special originally /a'rid3enali/
3 o adv. K%, &4
kind of building. Each of the four pyramid /'piremid/ n. & F &

. 5 ; sloping /'sloupin/ adj. {i#} &
sides of the pyramid was shaped like triangle /'trateengl/ n. = f %

a triangle. The sloping sides came to
a point at the top. This is the story of

the greatest pyramid of them all.

<« The three largest pyramids
in ancient Egypt were built
at Giza.

The Great Pyramid at Giza
AAA

A The largest pyramid ever built.

A 481 feet (147 meters) high.
This is as tall as a 33-story building.

A Covers an area of about 7 city blocks.
A Built with over 2,300,000 blocks of stone.

A Each stone weighed over 2 tons.



Why Did the Egyptians
Build Pyramids?

The pyramids were tombs. Each was built i i B 39
to protect the body of a ruler of ancient iy /K%fga"v/
Egypt. Ancient Egyptians believed that their BREiTAEA

n.%?ﬁ’; iiﬁ
spirit went on living in the land of the dead Rl YATHLY

n.ﬁ(gy g,-—lq
after they died. But to live forever, the
spirit needed a body to rest in.

So, ancient Egyptians invented a way to preserve a dead
body by making it into a mummy. The mummy of the dead
ruler was placed in the pyramid.

A The mummy was kept in a secret room within the pyramid.

10



To make a mummy, ancient Egyptians % 3 B 3 T

. coffin /'ka:fin/ n. ’Fé.‘ﬁ
followed a number of steps. First, they v L Y

took out all body parts except the heart. vazg(/g)ef’/ﬂg
Next, they dried the body out with a

special kind of salt. Then, they wrapped the body with many
layers of cloth and covered the face with a mask. Finally,
they placed the mummy in a wooden coffin, or box, shaped
like a human body.

A Ancient Egyptians tried to make the
wooden coffin look like the living person.

N



1% 8 % 17 iC

pharaoh /'ferou/ n. %%




is would show he was
became known




Who Built the Great Pyramid?

Building a pyramid took a long, long time. 8% 5 % i i

It took 20 years or more to build the barley /‘ba:rli/ n. X%
Great Pyramid. Many experts think that as

many as 20,000 men helped to build it. Most of the workers
were farmers when they were not working on the pyramid.

The Farmers

In ancient Egypt, most men were farmers. They lived and
farmed along the Nile River. The Nile River flooded every
year from June to September. The flooding helped make the
soil along the Nile good for planting crops.

Egyptian farmers planted wheat and »
barley in the rich soil along the banks
of the Nile River.
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