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UNIT ﬂ

A: The Successful Language Learner

: B: For Your Information (Speed Reading) /

C: Color

PASSAGES

s

The Successful Language Learner

ﬂ Some people seem to have the ability: to learn languages. They can pick up new vocabu-
lary, master rules and grammar, and learn to write in the new language more quickly than others.
They do not seem to be anymoré intelligent than others, so what makes language learning so much
easier for them? Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful language learners we may
discover a few of the techniques which make language learning easier for them.

2 First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do not depend on
the book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for
the teacher to explain, they try to find thé patterns and the rules. for themselves. They are good
guessers who look for clues and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess
again. They try to learn from their mistakes.
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@ Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do not wait
for a chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the
language and they ask these people to corréct them when they make a mistake. They will try
anything to communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange things; they
are willing to make mistakes and try again. When communication is difficult, they can accept
information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in the
language’ than to know the meaning of every word.

ﬂ Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn the
language because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary
for them to learn the language in order to communicate with these people and to learn from them.
They find it easy to priictice using the language regularly because they want to learn with it.

5 What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language learner, ).rou have
probably been learning independently, actively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if your lan-
guage learning has been less than successful, you might do well to' try some of the techniques
outlined above.

PRACTICE A-1

Fill in the following blank spaces.

1. The topic sentence of Para2 is

2. The topic sentence of Para3 is '_ . :

3. The topic sentence of Para4 is

PRACTICE A-2

Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1. The techniques discussed in the passage and leading to success in foreign language learning
are

a. learning the language from mistakes

1 you might do well to: it is advisable for you to (do)
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b.

seeking for a chance to use the language

c. communicating actively with the people who speak the language

d

. all of the above

2. Independent learners .

a.

b
c.
d

do not need teachers while learning
. depend on their own way to succeed
do not make mistakes

. learn patterns and rules from books

3. Active learning means .

a.
b.
c.

d

talking with native speakers
' communicating actively
looking for a chance to practice the language
. trying to understand the meaning of every word

’

4. How could you learn with the language?

a..

b
c.
d

In class

. From a teacher

By using it in actual communication
. With a purpose

5. The author mainly tells us .

a.

b
c.
d

the different ways of language learning

. something about lariguage learning

how to succeed in language learning

. what a successful language learner looks like

For Your Information

NUMBER OF WORDS: 362
SUGGESTED READING TIME: 12 MINUTES
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ﬂ Are you looking for a good book to read? Do you need information about universities
in the United States? Do you want to know the correct price of a used car? Would you like to read
newspapers and magazines from different countries? Do you need a quiet place to study? Did you
answer “yes” to any of these questions? Then you should visit “the information place”— your local

library.

2 A library is more than just a place where books are stored. A library is a source of
information. That information may come from books (fiction, non-fiction, or reference books), from
periodicals (newspapers, magazines, and journals), from audio-visual material (records, cassettes,
microfilm, video tapes, etc.), or even from a computer terminal.

@ Students go to Iibraries.to study and to write research papers. The periodicals room of a
university library is where foreign students often find newspapers and magazines from thelr coun-
tries. In the reference room they can find catalogues from many universities in the U. S and other
countries. If you are buying a used car, the reference librarian can show you the Blue Book', which
lists the prices of new and used cars. People who need information 1n a hurry can telephone the
reference librarian at many libraries.

4 There are as many different library services as there are types of people who use them.

Children’s libraries provide materials for young readers. They sometimes have story-tellers who

read stories to groups of children, and a few have computers for the children to play with. Music
lovers can listen to recordings of their favorite musicians in music| libraries. Some libraries have
painting and sculpture exhibits, and most libraries offer special services for blind people, such as
books in Braille, “talking” books, and Kurzweil Reading Machipes’.

i

5 Libraries provide entertainment as well as information. Novels and short stories from a
library’s fiction collection are a good source of enjoyable reading practice. Public libraries often
sponsor lectures on topics of interest to members of the community, and a few even offer concerts
and films. No matter what, your interests are, you will find that a library can be a great place to enjoy
yourself while you learn.

¢

1 the Blue Book: frE MM/ MIFE

!

2 books in Braille, “talking books”, and Kurzweil Reading Machines: 53C 15, 474 [ & Kurzweil Bihl

-
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: * % % % SCOREBOARD % % % -
YOUR READING TIME: minutes
NUMBER CORRECT: mark(s)
YOUR READING EFFICIENCY: (wpm)

[number of words + your reading time X your marks(%)]

I——
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. PRACTICE B

£ Decide whether the following statements are True or False by a“\” in the T/F boxes left to each
statement. (20 marks each)

. A library provides you with different information only from books it stores.

. You can know the price of a used car from the Blue Book.

. Some reference librarians give information by telephone.

. All except blind people can use a library to get their information,

. There are different activities of entertainment, which make you enjoy yourself while
you study at a library. '

A}

gaaoano-=
QOO0 -

> Color

ﬂ What is your favorite color? Do you like yellow, orange, red? If you do, you must be
an optimist, a leader, an active person who enjoys life, people, and excitement. Do you prefer grays
and blues? Then you are probably quiet, shy and you’d rather follow than lead!. You tend to be
a pessimist. At least, this is what psychologists tell us, and they should know, because they have
been studying seriously the meaning of color preference, as well as the effect that colors have on
human beings. They tell us, among other facts, that we don’t choose our favorite color as we grow

1° you’d rather follow than lead: R TEREFIANGE, BABEHIHA.

~

e ——
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up—we are born with our preference. If you happen to love brown, you did so as soon as you

opened your eyes, or at least as soon as you could see clearly.

2 Colors do influence our moods, there is no doubt about it. A yellow room makes most
people feel more cheerful and more relaxed than a dark gréen one; and a red dress brings warmth
and cheer to the saddest winte‘r day. On the other hand, black is depressing. A black bridge over the
Thames River, near London, used to be the scene of more suicides than any other bridge in the area
until it was repainted green. The number of suicide attempts immediately fell sharply; perhaps it
would have fallen even more if the bridge had been done in pink or baby blue.!

@ Light and bright colors make people not only happier but more active. It is an established
fact that factory workers work bgtter, harder, and have fewer accidents when their machines are
painted orange rather than black or dark gray. ‘

4 We often associate a particular color with a piece of music, a book, a play, a person, a
number, or a letter. Doesn’t 3 look red, and 4 yellow? At the beginning of this century a French
poet wrote that for him the letter A was always black, E was white, I red, O blue, and U green.
For someone else U might be deep purple or lemon yellow. A tragic story makes you think
of black red, and gold, while love stories vary from red to pmk—or maybe light blue? And why
did the black American composers of sad jazz music call their songs “blues™ ?

5 Remember, then, that if you feel low you can always brighten your day—or your life;—
with a new shirt or a few cans of paint. Remember also that you will know your friends and your
enemies better when you find out what colors they like and dislike. And don’t forget that anyone
can guess a lot about your personality when you choose a pair of socks or a cushion.

PRACTICE C

Supply the missing information in the following table according to the passage.

~

1 baby blue: 5
2 “blues”: —FMGEAEE BA R BIS B 5.
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The Effect of Colors on Human Beings

COLOR . EFFECT
Yellow
warm
~ makes people feel depressed
active
sad
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A: Bring the Past to Life

PASSAGES

B: Rent Control (Speed Reading)

C: The Population of the United States L

Bring the Past to Life!

ﬂ Our earth is very old. It holds many secrets about life in the past. Archaeologists dig in
the ground and bring out these secrets. They discover objects thousands of years old that inform us
about how people lived long ago.

@ Archaeologists work in all parts of the world. Some work in their own countries and others
are invited to dig in foreign lands. They set up field camps at sites in Mexico, Italy, China, and the
United States. There are famous ruins in Greece, Egypt, and Turkey where archaeologists continue

1 bring ... to life: {5t M- HES; ATHEN
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to make important discoveries. Archaeologists dig in the countryside or beneath city stréets. Some
Americans do underwater archaeology. Wherever they work, all these men and women use their
skills to bring the past to life.

@ In order to get accurate information about the past, archaeologists must work very care-
fully. Before they begin to dig, archaeologists draw maps and plans.of the ground. An archaeologist
always digs slowly, using special tools such as picks and brushes. He or she makes notes about each
discovery and marks the discovery on a map. Afterward the archaeologists wash all the objects or
brush them clean. Then they examine them and take photographs of them.

@ Archaeologists discover different kinds of objects that tell us how the people in the past
lived. In many places tools for hunting and farming are often uncovered. Pots, dishes, jars, and
other items of daily use lie among the ruins. In addition to household objects, archaeologists find
children’s toys and games and jewelry made of stone beads or bone. In the palaces of kings and
queens there are splendid objects of gold and silver, wall paintings, statues of important people, and
other works of art. When archaeologists dig up the graves of soldiers, they usuaily find weapons
near the bodies. From temples and shrines, they bring out objects of religious meaning.

5 Sometimes archaeologists find writing on stone, clay, or bone objects. There are many
types of texts: business letters from merchants to customers; school exercises in language and
mathematics; government regulations and codes of law; reports of armies in battle; poems and stories
about heroes, gods, and goddesses. Writing of the past always helps the archaeologist understand
the culture and customs of the péople.

@ The earth produces information of other times!' , of life and death, war and peace, work
and play, and of gods and human beings. Were these ancient people very different from us? What
do you think?

PRACTICE A-1

The following sentences summarize the main idea of the passage. Put them in the right order after
filling in the missing words.

a. Archaeologists bring the past to .

1 information of other times: $tAbtimes T8 &, FRmHR



