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An Introduction to Reading

In this section you will learn...

l. New Concepts about Reading

Il. Some Typical Reading Problems

lll. How to Solve the Reading Problems
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I. New Concepts about Reading

Reading is a complex process. It deponds on a variety of factors,
such as the reader’'s experiental and conceptual background, word
recognition strategies, reasoning ability, purpose for reading,
environment, motivation, and text complexity. These features of
reading influence our attempts to construct meaning from what we read.
This book presents some practical skills for reading and helps you to
become a strategic, or flexible reader.

1. The Definition of Reading

What is reading? Some people may say that reading is for the sake
of reading and getting knowledge as well as recreation from the reading
materials. However, to be speaking in a more strict sense, reading is a
comprehensive process involving not only one’s understanding about the
reading material but also his thinking about the content. In order to
understand the reading material well, one’s basic skills such as
vocabulary, grammar and sentence structure alongside with his
extensive background knowledge, which covers a wide range of culture,
literature, science, technology, philosophy, history, anthropology,
psychology, sociology, politics and economy, are required. At the same
time, reading is also a thinking process in that it requires the readers’
participation and criticism, since the author’s ideas may sometimes
collide with the readers’.

Generally speaking, therefore, reading may be defined as the rapid
fusions of word symbols into consecutive units of thoughts through
which the experiences of the reader are expanded. His power of thinking
is stimulated and his ability to interpret life becomes more intelligent and

accurate.
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2. The Nature of Reading Comprehension

Reading is one of the four macro-skills in language learning. It is
viewed as a process of decoding written symbols, working from smaller
units to larger ones. One of the significant contributions to reading, we
are told, is to show the importance of background knowledge. The
mental structures that store our knowledge are called schemata, and
schema theory is the theory of reading comprehension basing on
schemata. According to this theory, reading is an interactive process
between what a reader already knows about a given topic or subject and
what the writer writes. It's not simply a matter of applying decoding
conventionally grammatical knowledge to the text, nor seeking for rapid
reading speed. By contrary, good readers are able to relate the context
and their own background knowledge efficiently ; therefore, they achieve

both adequate comprehension and appropriate reading rate.
3. Reading Purposes and Skills

It is important to bear in mind that reading is not an invariant skill,
and that there are different types of reading skills which correspond to
the many different purposes we have for reading.‘

Here we borrow some foreign scholars’ ideas. We are suggested that
sound language learners will read for the following purposes:

— To obtain information for some purpose or become curious about
some topic.

— To obtain instructions on how to perform some task for our work
or daily life.

— To act in a play, to play a game, or to do a puzzle.

— To keep in touch with friends by correspondence or to
understand business letter.

— To know when or where something will take place or what is
available.

— To know what has happened or is happening.
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— To get enjoyment or excitement.

In our daily life, we often encounter different reading tasks. We
agree that different purposes require different skills. Here are some
examples.

You are:

— filling in an unfamiliar form.

— operating a machine you have never used.

— looking into a newspaper to find something useful for you.

— dealing with your students’ written pieces of work.

— interpreting tables on pharmaceutical products.

— using a timetable.

— using road signs.

— selecting and reading a newspaper article.

— reading a short story or a novel.

As you are carrying out the reading task, you would have been

involved in:

— recognizing and understanding script and format.

— recognizing and understanding key words and phrases.

— skimming for the gist.

— identifying the main points in text.

— reading in detail.

Successful reading then involves.

— using word-attack skills such as identifying sound/symbol
correspondences.

— using grammatical knowledge to discover meaning, for example,
interpreting non-finite clauses.

— using different techniques for different purposes, for example,
skimming and scanning for key words or information.

— relating text content to one’s own '»background knowledge of the
subject in hand.

— identifying the rhetoric or function of individual sentences or text

segments.
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You will get the results especially quickly if you do these things as
reading .

1. Pay attention to interesting things. new words and grammatical
structures and phrases.

2. Use your dictionary to learn about those interesting things, the
more you use your dictionary, the faster you will progress. If you do not
like to stop reading ( to look up a word in your dictionary), you can
write down all the interesting sentences or you can underline them in the
book with a pencil. You can learn the words and grammar that you have
marked later.

3. Add these interesting things to your super memo, for this will
give you everyday contact with correct and standard English. You will
not forget the useful words and grammar because of this, and you can
build your knowledge very quickly.

4. Adjust reading rate and methods according to the type of material
you are reading and your purpose for reading.

5. Be always reading English texts which are at the “right level”
( literature, science books, text books, and the web) , because this will
expand your scope of knowledge and make the reading easier.

II. Some Typical Reading Problems

In many cases, you will encounter many new words and expressions
that you are unfamiliar with, which seem a great obstacle in reading
comprehension. Among this kind of problems, those of new words,
idioms, native expressions, using of rhetoric, writer's style, the
sentence complexity and lack of related background experience with the

subject are the commonest ones.
1. Vocabulary Unfamiliar

For most readers, especially the students in examination,

vocabulary unfamiliar is a great head-pain problem for their
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understanding of the passage. They usually attribute their failure in
understanding the passage to the many new words, and complaint that
common words should be chosen instead of the rare-used words,
however, the factual situation is the other way round. In many cases,

“

we shall see such words as “agony” used for the meaning of “pain”,
“arrogant” for “proud”, “majestic” for “great”, “accelerate” for
“speed up”, “interrogate” for “ask”, and so on. Since a passage is
written rather than spoken, the common words used for oral
communication will not be suitable when applied in a passage.
Therefore, some formal words and profound words are introduced.
These learned words are largely rooted from Latin, Greek and French,
but they are commonly used in official documents as well as normal
articles. To tackle such problems, one must enlarge his vocabulary as

possible as he can. As for this point, we will discuss in the following.
2. Idioms Application

As is known to everyone, idioms are the condensation of a certain
culture of a nation; it is a reflection of the nation’s thinking manner, life
style and behavior. Idioms are of concise and vivid characteristics and
are favored by most of the native people. However, to foreign learners,
they are hard to be captured because of its flexibility. Its meaning
seldom has something to do with its components. For example, the
idiom to spill the bean is not at all connected with beans; it means fo tell
something that is secret. Therefore, it reveals that the meaning of an
idiom must be learned as a whole.

English idioms are a kind of special speech form that is peculiar in
grammatical structure, meaning and usage. They are usually made of
commonly used words but vivid in usage, brief in structure and profound
in meaning. Once in a blue moon does not mean that one has been to the
moon; it means once in a very long time, rarely, while to cry for the moon
means fo desire strongly something that cannot be gained. Besides, English

idioms sometimes seem to be similar in meaning with Chinese



