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Time Limit: 5 minutes

Twenty years ago, I drove a cab for a
living. I encountered (% 7. ) people whose
lives amazed me, ennobled me, made me
laugh and weep. But none touched me
more than a woman, who I picked up late
one night when I had got a call from a
small brick apartment building in a quiet
part of town.

When 1 arrived at 2:30 a.m., the
building was dark except for a single light
in a ground floor window. I walked to the
door and knocked.

“Just a minute,” answered a frail (: 3

1), elderly voice. After a long pause, the
door opened. A small woman in her 80s
stood before me. She was wearing a print
dress and a pillbox hat with a veil (2 )
pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940s
movie.

“Would you carry my bag out to the
car?” she said. I took the suitcase to the
cab, and returned to assist the woman. She
took my arm and we walked slowly toward
the curb 4924 . She kept thanking
me for my kindness.

“It’s nothing,” I told her. “I just try
to treat my passengers the way I would
want my mother treated.”

“Oh, you’re such a good boy,” she
said.

When we got in the cab, she gave me
an address, and then asked, “Could you
drive through downtown?”

“It’s not the shortest way,” I answered
quickly.

“Oh, I don’t mind,” she said. “I'm in
no hurry. I’'m on my way to a hospice  :; =

I looked in the rearview mirror ( -
.+, . Her eyes were shining with tears.

“I don’t have any family left,” she con-
tinued. “The doctor says I don’t have long.”

I quietly reached over and shut off the

o

=y

« A Touching Story

meter. “What route would you like me to
take?” I asked.

For the next two hours, we drove
through the city. She showed me the building
where she had once worked as an elevator (&
+) operator. We drove through the neighbor-
hood where she and her husband had lived
when they were newlyweds (4 % 42). She
had me pull up in front of a furniture ware-
house ( 4+~ =) that had once been a ballroom
where she had gone dancing as a girl. Some-
times she’d ask me to slow in front of a parti-
cular building or corner and would sit staring
into the darkness, saying nothing.

As the first hint of sun was creasing
the horizon (. 2 ), she suddenly said,
“I'm tired. Let’s go now.”

We drove in silence to the address she
had given me. After we pulled up, I
opened the trunk (s %) 4 %4 and took
the small suitcase to the door.

“How much do I owe you?” the
woman asked.

“Nothing,” I said.

“You have to make a living,” she an-
swered.

“There are other passengers,” I re-
sponded.

Almost without thinking,
bent and gave her a hug (7).
She held onto me tightly.

“You gave an old
woman a little mo-
ment of joy,” she
said. “Thank you.”

I  squeezed her
hand, and then walked
into the dim morning light.
Behind me, a door shut. It
was the sound of the closing
of a life.

I

(506 words)
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3> Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. What does this story suggest?
A. People must make a living in a decent way.
B. We should be ready to give a hand to anyone in need.
C. We should express thanks when other people help us.
D. The aged should not be overlooked.

2. When they arrived at the hospice, it was about -
A. 2:50 a.m. B. 6:30 a.m.
C. 3:30.a.m. D. 4:30 a.m.

3. Why did the woman ask to drive through downtown?
A. Because it was a clear and easy route.
B. Because she wanted to find out what was going on along the downtown streets.
C. Because she knew it might be her last trip there.
D. Because she wanted to get something unusual.

4. From the passage we know that the woman was many years ago.
A. a movie actress
B. an elevator operator
C. a warehouse worker
D. a dancer

($2]

. Why did the driver give a hug to the old woman before they said good-bye to each other?
Because he wanted to comfort the lonely, poor, old woman.

Because he wanted to give her a little moment of joy.

Because he was in sympathy with the old lady.

Because he treated the woman as if she were his mother.

Cow»

Complete the following sentences with the information given in the passage.

1. The cabdriver picked up the old woman at
took her to a hospice.

2. The cabdriver shut off the meter because he .

3. The old woman asked the man to drive through downtown to have a last look at the places

~ in a quiet part of town and then

4. The driver found the woman’s eyes
ror.

by looking in the rearview mir-

o

The old woman was dressed like ~ when she went on her
way to the hospice.




Time Limit: 4 minutes 6 seconds

R

- 2. An Unexpeeted Kindness

I had never been more anxious in my
life. I had just spent the last three endless
hours trying to get to the airport so that I
could travel home. This was my first visit
to the international section of the air-
port. I couldn’t make sense of all the
signs. Where was the ticket counter?
Where should I take my luggage )7 1
had no idea where the customs line was. 1
began to panic « i '

I tried to ask a passing businessman
for help, but all my words came out
wrong. He just looked at me angrily and
walked away. What had happened? I had
been in this country for a whole semester,
and I couldn’t even remember how to ask
for directions. This was awful! Another
'» and the
passengers came out carrying all sorts of

bus arrived at the terminal i+,

luggage. Here was my chance!

I dragged my enormous suitcase be-
hind me and followed the group. We fi-
nally got to the elevators. Oh, no!! They
all fit in, but there wasn’t enough room
for me. I watched in despair as the eleva-
tor doors closed. I had no idea what to do
next. I got on the elevator when it re-
turned and gazed at all the buttons.
Which one would it be? I pressed button
3. The elevator slowly climbed up to the
third floor and jerked (. » - to a stop.

A high squeaking (% 4 .: . 5 noise an-
nounced the opening of the doors, and I
looked around timidly o5 ).

Tears formed in my eyes as I saw the
deserted lobby -y 4y 5 )
that I would miss my airplane. Just then
an old airport employee shuffled (s + )
around the corner. He saw that I was lost
and asked if he could help. He gave me
his handkerchief to dry my eyes as I told

him of my trouble. He smiled kindly,

and realized

took me by the hand, and led me down a
long hallway. We walked up some stairs,
turned a corner, and at last, there was
the customs! He led me past all the lines
of people and pushed my luggage to the
inspection counter ;& 4 ).

When I turned to thank him for all
his help, he was gone. I will never know
that wonderful man’s name, but I will al-
ways remember his unexpected
kindness. He helped me when I
needed it the most. I can only

» Y

hope that one day 1

will be able to do the
same for another
traveler who is suffering
through a terrible journey.

(411 words)
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B.
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Tears came into the author’s eyes when
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Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. Why did the author begin to panic at the airport?
A. Because that was her first visit home.
B. Because she was afraid she would miss her plane.
C. Because she got to the airport three hours late.
D. Because she couldn’t find her luggage.

2. It can be inferred from this passage that the author was ~~ then.
a businesswoman
a salesgirl
a tourist
an international student

A. she could not read the signs

B. the passing businessman made no response to her

C. there was not enough room for her in the elevator

D. she found herself alone in the lobby

The author surely felt ~~ after she passed the customs and the inspection counter.
A. deeply frustrated

B. very desperate

C. much satisfied

D. extremely grateful

How did the author get over her difficulty at last?

A.
B.
C:
D.

In an unexpected way.

By herself alone.

With the help of an airport employee.

Under the guidance of a passing businessman.

Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the informatior
given in the passage. and mark Y for YES. N for NO. or NG if information
is not given in the passage .

1. The story is based on the author’s first visit to the international section of the airport.
2. The author was going home since she had finished her studies in the country.

3. The author had never felt anxious before she had the bitter experience at the airport.

) 4. The author thought it awful that she could not even remember how to ask for directions
though she had stayed in the country for a semester.

) 5. The problem was settled when one of the author’s friends came to her assistance in
time.




Time Limit: 4 minutes 10 seconds

As little children, most of us were
taught the virtue
fairy tales and other stories. The story of
Pinocchio, who begins life as a puppet «

., teaches us the importance of telling
the truth. In the story of young George
Washington, who lies about cutting down
the cherry tree, we learn that he earns his
father’s praise only when he admits what
he has done. Even though we know that
“honesty is the best policy,” why do we
often lie in our everyday life? The fact is
that we lie for many reasons.

We sometimes lie to minimize 5

our errors and mistakes. For ex-
ample, some students might lie to their
teachers about unfinished homework.
They might say that they left the work at
home when, in fact, they didn’t even do
the work. These students don’t want to
be irresponsible -4, so they make
up a lie to save face.

Another reason we lie is to get out of
situations we don’t want to be in. If we
just don’t want to attend the dorm meet-
ing early on Saturday morning. we might
give this excuse: “I've been fighting off a
cold all week, and I need to sleep on Sat-
urday morning.” We lie because we be-
lieve that telling the truth will cause prob-
lems. When we don’t know how to say

of honesty from

no, we often use lies to avoid difficulties.
However, lies are not always nega-

_‘5

3. Why Do We Lie?

tive (#2493 In fact two kinds of lies can
yield positive (#:4149) results. The first is
commonly referred to as a *white lie.”
We tell white lies when we don’t want to
hurt other people’s feelings. For exam-
ple, if a good friend shows up with an un-
flattering «#: % #) haircut. we could be
truthful and say, “That haircut is awful.
It doesn’t suit you at all!” Instead, we are
more likely to lie and say, “I like your
haircut. It looks good on you.” and spare
our friend’s feelings. The second kind of
positive lie is the “protective lie.” This
one can help us get out of or avoid dan-
gerous situations. Parents often teach
their children to use this kind of lie. For
example, parents tell their children not to
say that they are home alone if they re-
ceive phone calls from strangers. In this
situation, lying can prevent harm or dis-
aster.

People lie for many reasons,
both good and bad. However,
before we resort
to (% /) lying to
cover up mistakes
or to avoid unpleasant

situations, perhaps we
should rethink our mo-
tives (4L for lying.

(417 words)
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3.{, Choose the best answers to the following questions .
4

1. What is mainly discussed in this passage?
A. The importance of telling the truth.
B. Positive and negative results produced by lies.
C. The reasons or motives for telling lies.
D. How to stop telling lies.

2. Which of the following is a “white lie” according to the passage?
A lie told by a student to his teacher about unfinished homework.
A lie told by someone who wants to avoid hurting others.
A lie told by a child to avoid an unfavorable situation.
D. A lie told by a boy who cried wolf.

A.
B.
C.

Why do some students lie to their teachers about their unfinished homework?
A. Because they want to minimize their mistakes.

B. Because they have no idea about the virtue of honesty.

(. Because they have left their homework at home.

D. Because they don’t have a sense of responsibility.

Which of the following can be regarded as an “unflattering haircut”?
A. A haircut that is pleasant to the eye.

B. A haircut that suits somebody well.

€. A haircut that does not look good on someone.

D. A haircut that is fashionable and popular.

Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
A. People tell lies in order to maintain their friendship.

B. Telling the truth may cause problems on some occasions.

(. “Protective lies” can help us get out of dangerous situations.

D. Lies do not always produce negative results.

o \ Complete the following sentences with the information given in the passage .

Students may sometimes tell lies to their teachers in order to =
Parents and teachers often tell little children the story of George Washington to teach them the

In the author’s eyes, there are two kinds of positive lies. They are  and
Children may tell some positive lies when they try to .
The author suggests that before we lie, we should think again about ~ for lying.




Time Limit: 3 minutes 45 seconds

Individualism ¢+~ ) is a fundamen-
tal value in the United States. All
Americans believe in the right to express
their own opinion without fear of punish-
ment. This value, however, is coming
under fire in an unlikely place — the pub-
lic school classroom. The issue is school
uniforms. Should public school students
be allowed to make individual decisions
about clothing, or should all students be re-
quired to wear a uniform? School uniforms
are the better choice for three reasons.

First, wearing school uniforms would
help make students’ lives simpler. They
would no longer have to decide what to
wear every morning, sometimes trying on
outfit (% %) after outfit in an effort to
choose. Uniforms would not only save
time but also would get rid of the stress
often associated with this chore (s %).

Second, school uniforms influence
students to act responsibly in groups.
Uniforms give students the message that
school is a special place for learning. In
addition, uniforms create a feeling of
unity (# /) among students. For exam-
ple, when students do something as a
group, such as attending meetings in the
auditorium (iL#¥) or eating lunch in the
cafeteria (% /), the fact that they all
wear the same uniform would create a
sense of community. What’s more impor-
tant, statistics (4 #) show the positive
effects that school uniforms have on vio-

require uniforms in

o School Uniforms

lence and absence from school. Accord-
ing to a survey (##) in Florida, incidents
of school violence dropped by 50 percent,
attendance and test score improved, and
student suspensions (# %) declined ap-
proximately 30 percent after school uni-
forms were introduced.

Finally, school uniforms would help
make all the students feel equal. People’s
standards of living differ greatly, and
some people are well-off, while others
are not. People sometimes forget that
school is a place to get an education, not
to promote a “fashion show.” School uni-
forms make all the students look the same
regardless of their financial status (# i# i
#) . School uniforms would promote their
pride and help to raise the self-esteem of
students who cannot afford to wear styl-
ish clothing.

In conclusion, there are many well-
proved benefits to school uniforms for
students. Studies show that students
learn better and act more respon-
sibly when they wear uniforms
Public schools should

order to benefit both
the students and
society as a whole.

(372 words)



A
C

(ot T

College English  Fast Read

Comprehension Cxercises

T

3/,‘3? Choose the best answers to the following questions .

1. According to this passage, the author takes a position on the issue of
school uniforms.
A. positive
B. negative
C. neutral
D. radical

Do

. What would come under fire with the introduction of uniforms in public schools?
. Individualism. B. Equality.
. Responsibility. D. Independence.

J. With the introduction of uniforms into public schools, students’ lives become

A
&

. more colorful B. more individuated
. simpler . more complicated

4. School uniforms are the better choice because they will help =

A.
B.
C.
B

A
B
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D

students become active in campus life
students develop a sense of responsibility
students cultivate their mind

students achieve their goals

0. What conclusion does the author arrive at?

. Students should be allowed to make individual decisions about clothing.
- School uniforms have great influence on students’ future career choice.
. School uniforms help to give students pride and raise their self-esteem.
. The introduction of school uniforms can benefit students and society as a whole.

N
%,/ Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the information

given in the passage . and mark Y for YES. N for NO. or NG if information
is not given in the passage .

() 1. The author argues that school uniforms are not a good choice because it goes against the

basic value of individualism in the United States.

() 2. It has been advocated in the United States that high school students should wear school

uniforms.

() 3. School uniforms remind students that school is a special place where thev should act re-

sponsibly both in groups and as individuals.

() 4. With the introduction of school uniforms, students’ attendance in class has dropped by
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approximately 30 percent.
- School uniforms help to cultivate the students’ sense of equality.




