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nit One

Work individually. First say the following numbers and then listen to the recording and repeat
every number you hear,

6,000 6,800 14,300
1,200,000 2,340,000 125,000,000

106,500
1,500,000,000

Work in pairs of A and B and take turns asking each other questions se that you can complete
the chart, After you have completed the chart, fill in the blanks in the statement that follows,

Examples:

B: How many people speak Chinese as mother tongue?

A: 1,200 million.
A: How many people speak Chinese as a secondary language?
B: 20 million.
Student A
mother-tongue speakers secondary-language speakers
Language o .
(in millions) (in millions)
Chinese 1,200
English 150
Spanish 300
Arabic 21
Portuguese 160
Russian 125
Japanese 125
Javanese 9
French 75
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Student B
mother-tongue speakers secondary-language speakers
Language . -
(in millions) (in millions)
Chinese 20
English 330 -
Spanish 20
Arabic 200
Portuguese 28
Russian 160
Japanese 8
Javanese 80
French 190

Now complete the following statement.

has the largest number of native speakers. However,

ber of secondary speakers.

Frask 3

Listen to five dialogs and complete the chart.

has the largest num-

language speak
Dialog 1 French
Dialog 2 Russian
Dialog 3 not at all
Dialog 4 well
Dialog 5 Chinese

¥ask 4

Interview your partner and complete the chart with his or her answers. In your answer, try to
use the phrases: very well, well, a little, not at all.

What foreign languages do you know?

How well do you speak ...?

How well can you writein ... ?

language

speak

write

first language (mother tongue)

first foreign language

second foreign language

others
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Listen to Alan talking about his first language and fill in the blanks with the words you have
heard. |

“My first language is 1) . People speak English in 2) » New Zealand, the Unit-
ed States, 3) s 4) » 5) » Singapore, and a lot of other countries around the

world. Some people in Britain have other mother tongues. These include Welsh and Scottish

Gaelic, Punjabi, Bengali, Urdu, 6) , and some other European languages. ”
Write down three languages you want to learn most. Then work in pairs and ask each other for
reasons. An example is given below.

A: I want to learn French.
B: Why?

A: Because I like Paris.

¥Task 7

Listen to a conversation and choose the best answer to each question.

1. What is Jongkweon’s first language?

A. English, B. Chinese. C. Korean.
2. What is Julia’s first language?

A. English. B. Chinese. C. Korean,
3. What does Julia think of Chinese?

A. Very easy. B. Too difficult. C. Not so difficult.
4. What does Jongkweon think of Chinese?

A. Very easy. B. Too difficult. C. Not so difficult.

5. What do they decide to do?
A. They decide to teach each other.
B. They decide to go to a party.
C. They decide to study English together.
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FTagk ;

Listen and complete the conversation.

: I’m going to study Chinese.
Why are you going to study Chinese?

: Because I want to

Why do you want to ?

: Because I want to earn a lot of money.
Why do you want to earn a lot of money?

: Because I’m going to

Why are you going to ?

: Because I want to live a better life.

TeE>E>E>E R

: Why do you want to live a better life?

>

: Well, I think everybody wants to

FTagk 2

Write down five things you want to do (e, g. travel to Europe, live overseas, study abroad, get

a good job, buy an apartment, etc, ). Ask your partner what he or she wants to do. Then ask for
reasons.

Fask 3

Read through the following statements before you listen to a conversation between two friends.
After you listen to the conversation, decide whether the statements are true or false. Then discuss
your decision with your partner.

1. English is Cecilia’s mother tongue.

2. Michael can understand Cecilia’s English,

3. It is not easy for Michael to learn new words in English.

4

According to Michael, the best way to learn English words is reciting them.

FTask 4

Read through the following questions before you listen to the conversation a second time. While
you are listening, you can take brief netes to help you answer the questions briefly. When you are
done, discuss the answers with your partner.

1. What does Michael think of Cecilia’s English?

2. Why does Cecilia say that English is a difficult language?
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3. Does Michael think it easy to remember new words in a foreign language?
4, What accent do Cecilia’s friends say she has when she speaks English?

5. According to Michael, how can Cecilia improve her pronunciation?

Kathy is learning Chinese and William is learning English. Both of them are having some diffi-
culty in learning, but they find that they have different problems. Study the information provided
below and then work in pairs to practice various ways of discussing difficulty in learning a foreign
language, You will be Kathy first and your partner will be William, and then reverse roles. Use the
following expressions:

. is a difficult language.

I find it hard to ...

It is not easy to ...

I have problems with ...

I have problems remembering ...

Names Kathy William
Languages Chinese English
1. writing 1. new words and phrases
2. grammar 2. intonation
Problems .. .
3. pronunciation 3. speaking
4. listening 4. pronunciation

Listen to three short conversations and complete the tasks that fellow.

Conversation One

1. Julia began to learn Chinese when she

A. came to China B. was seven C. was a child
2. Michael speaks Chinese.
A. no B. a little C. very good

Conversation Two

Decide whether the following statements are true or false,

1. Julia does not understand what Michael is saying.

2. Michael speaks Greek.

3. Neither Julia nor Michael understands what the woman is speaking.
4, The woman speaks French.

5. Michael is good at French.
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Conversation Three

Complete the conversation with the words and phrases you hear.

A: Are you a ?

B: Yeah, this is my first visit here.

A: You speak good English,

B: Thanks, but I think I have a strong

A: But let me tell you, you’re . I couldn’t do you when I was learn-
ing German. By the way, how long have you been learning English?

B: y for quite a few years,

Section 1

¥Task 1
Discuss the following questions in pairs or small groups.
1. Why are you learning English?
2. Is English a very useful language?
3. Do you enjoy learning English?
4. What difficulties do you have in learning English?
5. The “English learning craze” has been on the rise in China for over two decades. Why is

learning English is so popular throughout China?
Fragk
Work individually. Read through the following text within nine minutes, and then suggest for it
a title that best expresses the theme.
[1] Learning to speak English well may be the best thing you can do to improve your life,
[2] That’s right. Do you think it would be fun to have access to information that other peo-
ple can’t get? Talk and write letters to interesting people that others can’t communicate

with? Impress people around you whenever you open your mouth? Make big jumps in

your career, leaving others miles behind? You can get all this if you speak English well.
Get access to knowledge

[3] What are you interested in? Is it science? Music? Computers? Health? Business? Sports?
Today’s media— such as the Internet, television, and the press— give you almost un-

limited access to knowledge about your favorite subjects. After all, we live in the infor-



(4]

oy

(2)

3

4

(5
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mation age, don’t we?

There’s only one problem. Most of this knowledge is in English. And here are some ex-
amples of knowledge you can use if you know English:

87% of all pages on the Web. That’s over a billion (1,000,000,000) pages of informa-
tion! It’s amazing that learning just one language gives you access to almost all knowl-
edge on the Internet;

Books. — on any subject, from all over the world. Read books by British or American
authors, and books translated from other languages. Whatever you’ re interested in,
you can read about it in English!

The press. Only English-language magazines and newspapers can be bou'ght in every
part of the world. You don’t have to search for Time, Newsweek, or the International
Herald Tribune

Science. English is the key to the world of science. In 1997, 95% of the articles in the
Science Citation Index were written in English. Only about 50% of them were from
English-speaking countries like the USA or Britain;

News reports. Watch international television networks, such as CNN International and
NBC. They broadcast news much faster and more professionally, than smaller, national

networks. And you can watch them everywhere in the world.

Communicate with people

£s]

g9

2)
3

4

(6]

¢y

(2>

We like to call English “the language of communication”, Why? Because it seems all the
people in the world have agreed to use English to talk to each other.

About 1,500,000,000 people in the world speak English. Another 1,000,000,000 are
learning it;

75% of the world’s letters and postcards are written in English;

Almost all international conferences and competitions are conducted in English, for ex-
ample, the Olympics and the Miss World Contest;

Diplomats and politicians from different countries use English to communicate with each
other. English is the main language of organizations like the United Nations, NATO,
and the European Free Trade Association;

If you can communicate in English, you can:

contact people from all over the world. Talk about your ideas and opinions on Internet
discussion groups. Send e-mail to interesting people. Learn about their life and culture;
travel more easily. Communicate with people wherever you go — English is spoken in
more than 100 countries. Ask directions, have a conversation, or... ask for help. Who

knows, maybe English will save your life someday!

Push your career forward

(7]

If you want a good job in business, technology, or science, get out of that armchair and

start learning English now! (If you already have a good job, start learning before you
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lose it!) Knowing English will let you:

(1) put “excellent knowledge of English” on your CV. Get your dream job, and earn more
money;

(2) gain technical knowledge. English is the language of technology, especially high tech-
nology like computer science, genetics and medicine. If you’re going to read about tech-
nology, you’ll probably have to do it in English;

(3) learn computer science. Read technical articles without difficulty, or write your own ar-
ticles!

(4) be a world-class businessperson. It’s simple. International business is done in English.
And all business today is international. So, if you want to play, you have to know Eng-
lish — to contact other businesspeople, go to conferences, read international business
newspapers and magazines, etc;

(5) become a better scientist. Contact scientists from other countries, go to international
conferences, visit academic centers abroad. Learn about new scientific discoveries by
reading papers, books and magazines;

(6) use your computer more effectively. Most computer applications are in English, so you
will understand them better — and become a better employee;

(7) learn new skills for your job. The section “Get access to knowledge” explains how Eng-
lish helps you learn,

Enjoy art like never before

[8] English lets you feel the culture of the world like no other language. With a good
knowledge of the English language, you can do wonderful things:

(1) Watch American and British films in the original. Once you try it, you’ll never go back
to dubbed versions!

(2) Read great books. Every famous book was written in English or translated into English.
There is an amazing number of titles — from classic plays like Hamlet to modern thrill-
ers like Jurassic Park;

(3) Enjoy English-language music more. Believe us: music is much better if you can under-

stand the words.
English is easy to learn

[9] English is not only the most useful language in the world, but also one of the easiest
languages to learn and to use:

(1) simple alphabet. — no special symbols such as éor & Type in sweet, part, film on your
computer. Now try siif(German), czes¢ (Polish) ,$/nbm (Russian). Which is easier?

(2) easy plurals. — simply add s to a word. One car, five cars; one telephone, two tele-
phones ... There are very few exceptions;

(3) words are easy to learn. In French, it’s la fille and le chien. In German, it’s das M?

dchen and der Hund. In English, they’re just a girl and a dog. And that’s all you need
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to know;

(4) short words. Most of the basic words are short: run, work, big, go, man. Many long

¢

words are shortened; sitcom = situational comedy, fridge = refrigerator, OS = op-
erating system. Speaking English saves you time;
) words don’t change. But in many languages, one word has many forms:
English: The man is blind.
German: Der Mann ist blind.
English: This is a blind man.
German: Das ist ein blinder Mann.
English: I see a blind man.
German: Ich sche einen blinden Mann,

(6) call everybody “you”. You say “Do you speak English?” to your friend or to your teach-

er. In other languages, you have to use the right word for the right person. In English,
everybody is equal;

(7) English is everywhere. You can easily access English-language television, music, web-

sites, magazines, etc. You don’t have to learn from boring textbooks. You can learn

and use your English at the same time. Using your English is especially important be-
cause it increases your desire to learn.

[10]English is not only useful — it gives you a lot of satisfaction:

(1) making progress feels great. We’ll never forget the moment we discovered we could

speak with Americans or watch TV in English;

(2) you will enjoy learning English, if you remember that every hour you spend gets you

closer to perfection;

(3) using English is fun, too, because every sentence you speak or write reminds you of

your success.

[11]English makes you a more powerful, happier person. It is not difficult to imagine some

situations where knowing English gives you a great feeling. We hope that, with our
help, your progress in English will soon give you a lot of satisfaction, too. Many people
have followed our methods and watched their “English power” grow very quickly. You

can read about these people in the Successful English learners section of Antimoon. com.

(http://www, antimoon. com/other/whylearn. htm, visited on November 7, 2003)

Answer the following questions,

1.
2.
3.

What does “English power” in the last paragraph mean?
The author mainly tells the reader why he or she learns English. What are those reasons?

How does the author, step by step, persuade the reader that it is reasonable and worth-
while to learn English?
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Magk 4
The following statements are all about the text you have just read. Decide whether they are true
or false, Read the text again and check your answers,

1.

1

1

1

o A~ W

.

The author thinks that the most effective way to improve our life may be to have a good

command of the English language.

Learning English well enables you to become a good player when doing business with oth-

er people.

If you make big jumps in your career, you get better and better jobs.

The Internet and books do not belong to the so-called “press™.

With the help of the authors, many people have learned English better.

English is called “the language of communication” just because all the people in the world

have signed an agreement to use English for communication,

. Only English is used as the working language in organizations like the UN, NATQO, and

the European Free Trade Association.

If you want to learn more about the skills needed for your job and improve your English,

you can refer to the section of Successful English Learners of the Web.

A good mastery of English language can help you become a scientist or an employee.

0. English is better than any other language in the sense that it can give you best access to
othor cultures, including foreign arts.

1. If you are making progress and doing things successfully with your English language,

you will surely feel good and satisfied.

2. If you don’t use English, you won’t have any desire to learn English any longer.

Answer the following questions,

1
2
3.
4
5
6

o =~

. What does “get out of that armchair” in Para, 7 mean?

. What does “Ask directions” in Para. 6 mean?

What does “conferences” in Para. 5 refer to?

. What does “dubbed versions” in Para. 8 refer to?

. What does “The press” in the passage most probably refer to?

. In the sentence “They broadcast news much faster and more professionally...” what do
“broadcast” and “professionally” mean?

. How do you interpret the sentence “There is an amazing number of titles ...”?

. “Science Citation Index” in Para. 4 most probably is

A. an international list of scientific texts

B. a book with a large amount of quotation about science

C. a checklist of excellent academic papers

D. a series of reference books or papers

. What is the website of the Internet company that released the article from which the text
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is abridged? According to the text, which section can we refer to if we want to know a-

bout those English learners who have made rapid progress by following the so-called ef-

fective methods? What is the name of another section mentioned in the text?

10.

An acronym is a word composed of the first letters of the words in a phrase, especially

when this is used as a name. What does NATO refer to? What about CNN and NBC?

Section 2

Fask /

Discuss the following questions in pairs or small groups,

1. How do you feel when you are learning English?

2. How do you feel when you find you can use English to communicate effectively?

3. What can you do with English? What is the primary function of languages, including Chi-
nese and English?

Work individually. Read through the following text within four minutes,

(1]

If you have read our article “Why Learn English” (in the text in Sectionl), you already
know that English can improve your life. It can let you get smarter, meet people, earn

more money, etc. But have you ever wondered how it would feel to know English well?

Imagine ...

2]

[3]

4]

You’re at an English class. Everybody is doing an exercise. People are all talking about
the exercise; there is a lot of noise. You finished two minutes ago, and now there are
people around you asking questions. “What does extemporaneous mean?”, “What’s the
answer in point 2?” You know the correct answers and you help them. You know why
they asked your help — because they know you are good. You feel respected and ad-
mired. The teacher has noticed your skills, too. He looks at you with admiration.
You’re flying on a plane, coming back from your vacation. You see the person next to
you reading an American newspaper. Since the flight is going to take a long time, you
decide to have a conversation. “The engines are awfully loud, aren’t they?” you say.
“Yeah. It looks like the airplane may break into pieces at any moment,” he laughs. The
conversation goes on. You speak easily and you enjoy it. A moment before touchdown,
your neighbor says, “You speak just like an American. Your pronunciation, your gram-
mar — it”s amazing!” You get off the plane smiling. What a great day!

You’re on a bus to school, just like every day. You decide to spend the time reading a
few pages out of a book. You take it out. The book is in English. As you start reading,
the person sitting next to you looks at the book’s cover and notices the English title.

The person gives you a long look of admiration and envy. A moment later, some other



