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LADDER EDITION

PUBLISHED 8Y

Fawcstt Publications

The Ladder Series books are specially prepared
editions of well-known American books. They
have been made easier to read for the enjoyment
of readers for whom English is a second language.

The Series is built on a “ladder” of five
steps—from 1,000 to 5,000 different English
words. Although the books have been shortened,
they keep the ideas and facts found in the orig-
inals.

This book uses 1,000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will
be found written in beldface letters. They are -
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy
this Series, while going up the ladder to more
dificult reading.
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Chapter 1
YOUNGEST CHILD

THOMAS ALVA EDISON WAS BORN IN THE
early morning hours of the 11th of February, in 1847,
4in the busy little town of Milan, Ohio, in the Middle
West of the United States. His father’s small red
house stood on a little hill near the Huron River. Lake
Erie was not far away. The ground was covered
deeply by snow. The darkness of winter was weakly
lighted by camdles and oil lamps, but the child who
was born on that day was going to be the one to
light the lamp that shines everywhere in the world.
Samuel Edison walked nervously outside the closed
door of his wife’s room. His wife, Nancy, had asked
God to allow her to have this child. The three young-
est of her six children had died in the long, hard win-
ters there. Her dldest daughter, Marion, was to be
married soon. Pitt Edison was almost 15 years old,
11



12 THOMAS ALVA EDISON

and Harriet Ann, whom they called Tannie, was 13.
A baby would make them all very happy.

Nancy Elliott Edison loved children—all children.
She was a strong little woman., Her family had come
to America from Scotland. She had been a teacher
before she married Samuel Edison of Ontario, Can-
ada. She was 18 when she married him.

Nancy’s life was not easy. Her tall young husband
could jump, run, and fight better than anyone in his
town. He was always doing those three things. It was
difficult for him to remain interested in any one busi-
ness, and therefore he changed from one trade to
another many times. Also, he was a person who be-
came angry very quickly and very  often.

Sam Edison came to the United States of America
to escape the government of Camada. He had joined
a group trying to change that government by force
in 1837. When it won the fight against Sam Edison’s
group, -the Canadian governmeat said he had tried to
destroy his country’s governmesnt, and sent soldiers
to catch him. | it

This made Edison decide to leave Canada. He ran
as fast as he could towards the United States. Soldiers
and their hunting dogs followed quickly behind him.
He ran for two days without stopping to sleep, crossed
the ice of the St. Clair River, and arrived in Port
Huron, Michigan, U.S.A.

When Sam Edison stopped running and saw where
he was, he decided to-go further south. He reached
Milan,” Ohio, and decided it would be a good town
in which to sell materials for building houses. Milan
was a new town where many people were then settling.
He stayed there and started a business selling wood.
e built a pretty red house with a white fence and
brought his wife and children there to live in it.



