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Preface

In 1961, after a lapse of a quarter of a century, the editorship of Cordery was
assumed by Graham J. Graham-Green then a Master of the Supreme Court
Taxing Office, and in the succeeding period of 25 years until his death he was
responsible for the publication of three further editions of the work together
with three supplements.

During that period under his skilful and experienced guiding hand the work
was first brought into its modern format, and in the seventh edition was re-
arranged, pruned of non-essential material and reduced in length. Thus, while
retaining its comprehensive coverage of the laws and practice of the solicitors’
branch of the legal profession, it was generally honed and strengthened as a
handbook for practising lawyers not only in the United Kingdom but also in
other countries where the legal professions have their roots in the English
system.

It was my privilege to assist my old friend in the production of the seventh
edition, he having then recently retired from the office of Chief Taxing Master
and been honoured with the C.B. in addition to his Territorial Decoration.
Now, it has fallen to me to undertake production of the eighth edition of
Cordery. Following his plan I have retained the basic layout of the book, but
have condensed it a little further; at the same time very substantial re-writing
has been necessary to incorporate the almost unprecedented volume of new
law affecting solicitors which has made its appearance in the past seven years.

This particularly applies to Chapter 7, Remuneration, which has been
revised to include the latest authorities and statutory provisions and to describe
the most up-to-date methods of computing remuneration for both contentious
and non-contentious business. The amendment of the Rules of the Supreme
Court on 28 April 1986 by the adoption of a new Order 62, which now
comprises a virtually self-contained code governing the taxation of costs in the
Supreme Court, effected a virtual revolution in contentious costs and in the
taxation process. The former scales and the numerous bases on which costs
could be awarded have been swept away and replaced by two bases founded
on a single concept of fairness and reasonableness. These two bases, the
Standard Basis and the Indemnity Basis, are now the only two bases on which
costs can be awarded inter partes in the Supreme Court. The new Order has
greatly increased the scope of the discretionary powers of taxing officers, while
wide-ranging new powers in respect of the costs of taxation proceedings, and
of the costs of the proceedings giving rise to the taxation proceedings, have
also been vested in the taxing officers.

In addition, Chapter 1o, Professional Practice, Conduct and Discipline, has
been expanded into virtually a completely new chapter. This is as a result of
the Administration of Justice Act 1985 which has given The Law Society
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extensive new powers to deal with ‘shoddy work’ by solicitors, not falling
within the definition of negligence, and of the issue by The Law Society of a
greatly expanded Code of Conduct for Solicitors. The fundamental changes
in The Law Society’s policies towards advertising, complaints by the public
at large and relationships with foreign lawyers are fully explained and the
1987 Practice Rules, Publicity Code and Solicitors’ Overseas Practice Rules
are reproduced in the Appendix.

An entirely new code of company and insolvency law has been promulgated
with the enactment of the Companies Act 1985, the Insolvency Acts 1985 and
1986 and the Insolvency Rules 1986 which together represent the first major
overhaul of this body of legislation for some 40 years. Other statutes, e.g. the
Financial Services Act 1986 and the Building Societies Act 1986, have also
had their own individual effect on the professional obligations of solicitors. All
these have given rise to considerable revision throughout the work.,

I have been greatly helped by my friend and fellow Taxing Master, Peter
Hurst, who undertook responsibility for the chapters on Liens and Charging
Orders; Solicitors’ Professional Relationships; and Professional Practice,
Conduct and Discipline. He also gave me general advice and assistance when-
ever I needed it. I would also express my thanks to the staff of The Law Society
for their assistance; particularly to Mr P. C. Lamplugh, Secretary of Ethics and
Guidance, and to Mr J. P. S. Thompson, Director of the Solicitors’ Complaints
Bureau, for their help and guidance in the compilation of Chapter 10. The
Law Society has also kindly permitted the reproduction of the Practice Rules
etc, in the Appendix.

Finally, I have endeavoured to present the law as it stood on 1 November
1987, but the future of the legal profession is at present the subject of so much
public debate and the situation appears to be so fluid that there is every
probability that a number of important developments are yet to come and
they may well be imminent.

December 1987 F.T-H:
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(preceded by volume number, e.g. 10 Ir CL) means Irish Common
Law Reports, 1849-1866.

(similarly) Irish Chancery Reports, 1850-1867.

(similarly) Irish Equity Reports, 1838-1851.
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