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Unit 1

Voices from the Family

C

lose Reading

Exercises

L

1. between 2. from, to, of/in

3. from/in, to, in, with, behind 4. to, for

I1.

1. Who among those fiery sons, with their eyes showing anger and confusion, really
communicated with his father?

2. Who even knew, not to say admired, what the father did in his not-so-well-understood
world (or his self-enclosed city)?

3. Whether he was considered a father or not (Lpended on whether or not he could bring home
income. '

4. Tt meant either shouting or that troubling silence most deeglz hldden in the soul of any real
American boy.

5. I wish there were something else in the file folder, some story, some positive example that

you could uphold.

6. They go through the files on the subject in their minds.

7. There is even an occasional full-time father—who makes the same kind of mistakes as full-

time mothers would make.

8. He wants the kind of relationship that is (only) mtlmately mvolved w1th the family’s dally
routines that require time and patience. ‘

1L

1. He cannot tell the difference between the two sounds, let alone pronounce them accurately.

2. The job at the front desk is meant for those who have received some basic training in
computer and English.

3. The minute Mr. Goldsmith comes to the office, let him know that the boss wishes to see
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him,

She loves to go to the class reunion. On the other hand, she does not want to see that
person who hurt her feelings in the past.

Nobody knows for sure what has happened between Susan and her ex-boyfriend, but it is
clear that she refuses to be involved in anything connected to him.

IV.

Ll o =

o

&

>

o=

w

>

It’s a simple story about a judge who, when faced with a fifteen-year-old kid who needed
help, made an unusual judgment, .

There is an excerpt from a novel by Stephen Koch.

So these sons are trying to devise their own positive examples for emulation.

Margaret Mead has written that “human fatherhood is something invented for social

purposes. ”
These fathers don’t want to be the kind of fathers who only spend time with their families

on Sundays.

They can’t insist on the excuse that the reason they are not there for their families is

because they have to work hard to be successful justifying their absence with the need to
Make it.

Their bosses are usually men of their father’s generation whose offices are designed for full-

time mothers and absent fathers.

He is no more than 10 years old, but he is already difficult to deal with.

Jack has been working hard (in the hope) to get ahead, but he does not know how to
connect with his colleagﬁes.

None of the children wants to play with her. So the minute she has a problem, she will call
the teacher for help.

Tom can work ten to twelve hours a day, six days a week, and he never refuses any
opportunity to work overtime, but—how shall T put it? —he is what people call a

workholic.

Further Redding (Passage 11)

Multiple Choice Exercises

1.

(d 2. (b 3. () 4 (b) 5 (d 6. (o> 7. () 8 (b 9. (a> 10. (b)



Unit 1

Listening

Exercises for Listening Comprehension

L
1. (o 2. (@

IL.
LD 2. FE 3 E 4 (D

II1.
Refer to the Tapescript.

So you wanted me to speak a little about my father, right? OK. When—when I was
born, he was already a little bit old; he was 44 when I was born. So, when I was growing
up—ah—there were some things he couldn’t do that I saw other fathers doing with their sons.
So I wanted to play sports with my dad but he was always a little bit tired. And, he couldn’t
play baseball with us, for an example. That’s, that’s something, you know, that was
missing. So he wasn’t a very—a very—physical father, so to speak. And, and he also worked
long hours; so I didn’t see him very much. But, I was always very happy to see him and
always jumped on his lap and—loved the smell of his pipe and his aftershave and—and,
anyway, that, he seemed more special because there was less of him to go around. So you
know, weekends were great cause he was home and he wasn’t working. It was nice to go into
the garage to see what he was doing in the garage with his tools and if he was fixing something
I always wanted to watch, maybe learn something from him. He was always happy to teach us
things or show us things. But he was a very—ah, how do you explain it—he was a very calm
man and not very pushy. So he wouldn’t drag us in and say, “OK, this is what we are doing
today!” If we came in, fine. If we didn’t, he would continue doing what he was doing. So he
was maybe more of a private man, and—he didn’t talk—he didn’t talk a lot about his past
either. So if you wanted to know his life as a younger man, you had to dig for a while and then

he would change the subject, and you usually wouldn’t get too much information from him.
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Writing

Writing Exercises

1.

Every time I visited my hometown, a small village in the mountain area, memories about
my happy and carefree childhood would come back to me.

All that interests me at the moment is whether we should take the trip. All other topics we
can discuss later.

In fact, we found out that the trip was rather costly, not at all like the good deal that the
travel agent had promised.

It is my father who does the cooking every day since my mother goes to work on the other
side of the city and comes home rather late.

Guided Writing: Summary

L

From the age of five or six Berger began to fear for the death of his pa-rentsV. The fear would

come with nightfall. He wanted to know that his parents would not die at night. But he could

not really ask: You won’t die in the night, will you? Instead, he invented the euphemism: See

you in the morning!

IL

If my mother was all too thrifty, she was generous at the dinner table, offering whatever she

had bought, prepared and cooked to whoever came into the house. She had learned from her

childhood that it was hard to survive in life. She asked no favor of anyone and depended on

nobody. Love, my mother used to say, is the only thing that counts in the world.




Unit 2
The Houée Divided

Close Reading

Exercises

L

1. with, for, in 2. as, in 3. to, throughout
4. From, for 5. as, of/in, from 6. at

II.
1. It was not long afterwards that the State of Georgia offered to pay $1, 000 for the

information leading to the arrest of Walker.

2. Georgia passed/made laws that made it criminal to hand out such publications.

3. Walker went on with his sacred work, but died mysteriously in 1830, very likely being

murdered.

4. Fearing that he would be recognized as a slave fugitive, Douglass went to England for two

years,

5. How would they feel if we were to treat them cruelly as our slaves, and murder them as

they do to us?

II1.

1. The students of this school have made it a rule that all of them should speak English in the
classroom.

2. Mary tried at every opportunity to persuade her mother, knowing that it would not be
easy.

3. In addition to her job at the Plaza Hotel as a chambermaid, she also ran a small grocery
store.

4. Zhu Shenghao was among many who have tried to render Shakespeare’s plays into Chinese.

Iv.

1. Douglass was a talented writer and speaker.
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1. During his first visit to that place, Mr. Wang was quite shocked by the aloofness of the

He was once dragged from a railroad car that served only the white people.
People all over the South were astonished in 1830.
Walker had seen blacks being bought and sold as other people’s possessions,

Sojourner Truth gave up/abandoned her slave name,

Walker’s message was included in many religious sermons in the South.

locals. But, after a while, he began to understand that it was part of the social mannerism
typical in there,

2. He was born a village boy in the Northwest of China and did not have much of education in
his childhood.

3. He was fishing by the river that day and happened to witness how that boy was murdered
and thrown into the river.

4. During the first few years when they worked together, the workers found a leader of
natural talents in Jimmy.

5. We need to spread the word at every opportunity that environmental protection should

begin with one’s self.

Further Reading (Passage 11

Multiple Choice Exercises
L 2. (b 3 ( 4 (@ 5 (b 6. () 7. (& 8 (© 9. (b) 10. (a)

Listening

Exercises for Listening Comprehension
L
L 2 (b 3.

IL
L@ 2. {® 3 (FE 4 (F 5 (D




I11.
Refer to the Tapescript.

Just imagine a Northern family in the 1850s, gathered around the fireplace after dinner,
listening to a story of extreme cruelty and unhappiness. They were reading a‘novel about the
horrors of slavery in the South, The main character of the novel, Tom, a slave, has just been
sold and will have to work to the point of endurance for the slaveholder. The novel that
stirred the entire country was Uncle Tom’s Cabin, written by Harriet Beeches Stowe and came
out in 1852. Stowe hated slavery and was especially upset by the cruel new Fugitive Slave Act
of 1850, which called on Northerners to help catch runaway slaves from the South. Even
worse, the Act did not allow runaway slaves to defend themselves in court. _

Stowe decided to attack the moral evils of slavery and to write something that would make
the whole mation feel what a cruel thing slavery was.. Within days after the book was
published, 10,000 people had bought the novel. Within a year, readers had bought 300,000
copies of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. A dramatic play inspired by the novel was staged in New York,
London and Paris. People were moved to tears when they saw the play. Popular skits loosely
based on the book were widely performed in towns throughout the North. Everywhere the
book went, Uncle Tom’s Cabin carried its powerful message of the evils of slavery.

Through this book, millions of Americans learned of the nightmare that black slaves lived
and a faint beam of hope for freedom that they kept in their souls. People who had paid little
attention to David Walker’s political pleas or religious sermons read each word of Stowe’s
more emotional appeal. Many people became convinced that slavery was a great national
shame.

Stowe had hoped that her book would bring a peaceful ending to slavery in the country,
but instead, it just seemed to have kept the North and the South further apart and to have
brought the nation closer to war. Northerners hated the South more than ever, for fear that a
slave power might take over the national government, while Southerners considered the book

a shocking lie and an unforgivable insult to their ways of life.
Writing

Writing Exercises

1. T have never been allowed to sleep in the open, even in hot summer nights. So I have never

had the pleasure of looking at the stars in the summer.
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2. With two books under his arm, he walked into the room humming a tune,
3. To Northerners, slavery was a national shame.
4. Son of a poor farmer from a remote village in the Northwest of China, Li Ping owes his

success in completing his education almost entirely to the help of his classmates.

Guided Writing: Summary

I

On a cold morning of December 2, 1859, John Brown was hanged in a prison in Virginia. In a
note he wrote to his jailer before his death, Brown said, “The crimes of this guilty land will
never be purged away, but with blood. ” Brown was sentenced to a speedy death because he
had led an insurrection against slaveholders. His death touched off a wave of sympathy and
admiration in the North. To antislavery supporters, he was a hero.

IL.

Brown and his men attacked a federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry in order to seize guns and to
pass guns and ammunition to slaves in the area. They were successful in holding off the local
militia for one day. But no local slave came to their help as few had heard of their revolt,
When the U. S. marines stormed the arsenal and when Brown had lost many men, including

two of his sons, Brown gave up the defense.



