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UNIT ONE

Section 1 Comprehension Development

I. Pre-reading Activity

1. Predict what this text is about.

a. A comparison of Asian culture and American culture.

b. A definition of teaching methods.

c. A contrast between the teaching method in Asia and that in America.
2. Guess what writing techniques the author will adopt.

a. Narration.

b. Description.

c. Comparison.

d. Listing examples.
3. Can you list some differences of teaching method in Asia and Western countries?
4. Describe the teaching method you like best.
5. Describe a teacher you know of.

TEXT

A teacher from a Western country recently visited an elementary school in an Asian
country. In one class, she watched sixty young children as they leamed to draw a cat. The
class teacher drew a big circle on the blackboard, and sixty children copied it on their pa-
pers. The teacher drew a smaller circle on top of the first and then put two triangles on top
of it. The children drew in the same way. The lesson continued until there were sixty-one
identical cats in the classroom. Each student’s cat looked exactly like the one on the board.

The visiting teacher watched the lesson and was surprised. The teaching methods were
very different from the way of teaching in her own country. A children’s art lesson in her
own country produced a room full of unique pictures, each one completely different from the

others. Why? What causes this difference in educational methods? In a classroom in any




2 College English Comprehensive Reading Coures(I)

country, the instructor teaches more than art or history or language. He or she also teaches
culture (the ideas and beliefs of the society) . Each educational system is a mirror that re-
flects the culture of the society.

In a society such as the United States or Canada, which has many national, religious,
and cultural differences, people highly value individualism —— the differences among peo-
ple. Teachers place a lot of importance on the qualities that make each student special. The
educational systems in these countries show these values. Students do not memorize informa-
tion. Instead, they work individually and find answers themselves. There is often discussion
in the classroom. At an early age, students leamn to form their own ideas and opinions.

In most Asian societies, by contrast, the people have the same language, history, and
culture. Perhaps for this reason, the educational system in much of the Orient reflects socie-
ty’s belief in group goals and purposes rather than individualism. Children in China, Ja-
pan, and Korea often work together and help one another on assignments. In the classroom,
the teaching methods are often very formal. The teacher lectures, and the students listen.
There is not much discussion. Instead, the students recite rules or information that they
have memorized.

There are advantages and disadvantages to both of these systems of education. For ex-
ample, one advantage to the system in Japan is that students there learn much more math
and science than American students learn by the end of high school. They also study more
hours each day and more days each year than North Americans do. The system is difficult,
but it prepares students for a society that values discipline and self-control. There is, how-
ever, a disadvantage. Memorization is an important learning method in Japanese schools, yet
many students say that after an exam, they forget much of the information that they have
memorized .

The advantage of the educational system in North America, on the other hand, is that
students leamn to think for themselves. The system prepares them for a society that values
creative ideas. There is, however, a disadvantage. When students graduate from high
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school, they haven’t memorized as many basic rules and facts as students in other countries
have.

1I. Glessary & Vocabulary

1. individualism n . self-reliant action by individual; social theory favoring free action
by individuals

2. assignment n. thing assigned, especially task or duty

3. graduate v. take academic degree

III. Comprehension Activity
A. Read the text in detail and then choose the best answer.

1. The main idea of this paragraph is

a. two educational systems

b. the advantages and disadvantages of Eastem educational system

c. the advantages and disadvantages of Western educational system

d. the differences of the teaching methods in Easten and Westem education
2. In an art class in Asia,

a. there will be as many different pictures as the students

b. there will be as many identical pictures as the students

c. there will be a lot of discussion

d. the students will help each other with the assignments
3. If a student from a Western country comes to Asia to attend a class, he will realize that

a. he must work very hard
b. the system is advantageous
c. the system is disadvantageous
d. he can learn better than in his own country
4. If a student from Asia goes to North America to attend a class, he will realize that

a. the system is advantageous

b. the system is disadvantageous

c. the system is difficult to get used to

d. he can leam better than in his own country

5. Which of the following statements is NOT correct about Asian students?
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a. Asian students often draw exactly identical cats in art class.
b. Asian students are better at science and math than westemn students.

. Asian students often discuss a lot in classroom.

o

d. Asian students often help each other on assignments.

. Which of the following statements is correct about the western students?

. Western students often memorize information and facts.

a
b. Westem students are very self-controlled and disciplined.

o

. Western students have the same language, history and culture.

d. Western students are very creative in their jobs.

. What writing skill does the author adopt?

a. Description. b. Companson. c. Namation.  d. Question.

. The system in Orient reflects

a. the students have the same language, history, and culture
b. society’s belief in group goals and purposes

[¢]

. society’s belief in individualism

d. the educational system is a mirror

. The educational system in North America shows

a. teachers place an emphasis on the students’ being special

b. these countries have many national, religious, and cultural difference

o

. the educational system can prepare the students for a society that values creative ideas
d. all the above answers

B. Read the text carefully and try to find the answers to the following questions based on the
information of the text.

1

~ N A W N

. How is the educational system in most Asian countries different from the system in many

Western countries?

. Why do different countries have different methods of education?
. What are the advantages and disadvantages of different teaching methods?

What do the teachers and students do in an art lesson in most Asian countries?

. What do the teachers and students do in an art lesson in Western countries?
. For what type of society does the educational system in Asia prepare the students?
. For what type of society does the educational system in North America prepare the stu-

dents?

8. What does the education in Asia reflect?
9. What does the education in North America reflect?
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10. Make a brief comparison between the teachings in Asia and North America.

IV. Vocabulary Learning Activity

A. Vocabulary through context : work out the meaning of the following words or phrases from
the context in which it appears by ticking the best alternative .

1. Guess the meaning of the word “identical” in Para.1.

a. Recognizable. b. Distinguished.
c. Exactly the same. d. Idle.
2. Which of the following can best explain the word “unique” in Para.2?
a. Join. b. Being the only one.
c. Unite. d. Divergent.
3. Which of the below has the nearest meaning as the word “reflect” in Para.2?
a. Return. b. Express.
c. Bounce. d. Refine.
4. Decide the synonym of “rather than” in Para.4.
a. More than. b. Would rather.
c. Other than. d. In stead of.
5. The meaning of the word “prepare” in Para.5 is
a. to make ready b. to labor
c. to inform d. to repair
6. The word “value” in the last paragraph means
a. price b. save
c. think highly of d. estimate

B. Fill in the blanks with the best word listed in the box .

elementary opinion versus disadvantage
individualism instructor unique orient
reflect assignment identical discipline
1. The football match, China Korea, aroused great enthusiasm among the fans.
2. When the management made the decision, they overlooked some of the of the
product:
3. The company has worked out very strict for the employees.

4. This blanket is of ancient feature.
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5. His mother is a(n) school teacher, teaching students from the age of nine to
eleven.

6. The question is an open one, every one can have his answer to it.

7. The servant broke the vase. He had to buy a(n) one to replace it.

8. American people value very much they want to be themselves .

9. Her gave her many good suggestions during the training program .

10. He is a yesman without his own

11. His irrelevant answer to this question his ignorance on this topic.

12. Most of the students didn’t finish their » which made their teacher very angry.

V. Ciritical Thinking Activity
Discuss the following questions .

1. What measures should we take to improve our teaching method? Give reasons.
2. What kind of students would be more popular in the society?
3. Why do many Asian students go to study in North America?

Section 2 Vocabulary Development

We don’t need to look up every new word in the dictionary if we have some knowledge

of word formation. To have some knowledge of word formation will help us understand the
word more clearly, to deduce the meaning of new words. Generally speaking, there are three
main ways of forming new words in English: derivation ; compounding and conversion . Be-
fore we talk about the details of the three ways of forming new words, let’s first give a say to
“root” and “affix” .

Root

Morpheme : The morpheme is the smallest unit in terms of relationship between ex-
pression and content, a unit which cannot be divided without destroying or drastically alter-
ing the meaning, whether is lexical or grammatical. For instance, the word “barks” in The
dog barks consists of two morphemes: “bark” and

“ 9

-s”. Therefore, a morpheme is the mini-
mal unit of meaning. Here are more examples:

1- morpheme boy, desire

2- morphemes  boy + ish, desir(e) + able
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3-morphemes boy + ish + ness, desir(e) + abl(e) + ity

We have free morphemes and bound morphemes in English. A free morpheme is
one that may constitute a word by itself, such as “bed”, “tree”, “sing”, and “dance” . A
bound morpheme is one that may appear with at least one other morpheme, such as “-s” in
“dogs”, “-al” in “national”, “dis-" in “disclose”, and so on.

Root ; A root is the base form of a word, which cannot be further analyzed without to-
tal loss of identity. That is to say, it is that part of the word left when all the affixes are re-
moved. For example, in the word “internationalism”, after the removal of “inter-,” “-al”
and “-ism”, what is left is the root “nation” .

Affix : Affix is the collective term for the type of formative that can be used only when
added to another morpheme (the root). Naturally, affixes belong to the type of “bound”
morpheme. Affixes are limited in number in English, and are generally classified into three
subtypes namely, prefix, suffix and infix, depending on their position with reference to the
root of the word:

prefix para-, re-, un-, ...

suffix -ment, -tion, -ly, ...

infix foot/feet, goose/geese, sportsman/sportmen, ..

There are not many infixes in English. Therefore, in this book we will focus on prefixes
and suffixes in the following units.

Exercises

A. Underline the root in the following words .

there relatively grammar sound become
basic within respectively  conditional factor
classroom inflection bystander sooner common

B. In the blank space , inseri the correct form of the given words.

1. produce Wine ___ in the U.S. is going up.

2. comparison  This wine is ______ to that one in flavor and bouquet.
3. precisely What are the __ measurements of this room?

4. establishment The pioneers ___ new communities in the West.
5. pioneer The French ___ ended the reign of Louis XV .

6. consume _ must beware of misleading advertising.

7. regulate Do you approve of movement 7
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8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

C.

fame George Washingtonisa _ man in American history.
collect A stamp  makes an interesting hobby.
produce He worked ~ after he got his education.
ripe Banana are  when they turn yellow.
solve What is the  to this challenging problem?
allow Each child in the family received a certain sum of _ every month.
period Exams will be given in this course
necessary Itisn’t _ true that women are the “weak sex” .
Complete the following sentences by finding the correct form of the underlined words. The

first has been done for you .

1. When a book gives us a lot of information, we say that it is a very informative book .

. People can communicate by speaking, writing, making signs, or using pictures. The

most common forms of are speaking and writing.

. A tradition is an old way of doing something. Traditions do not change for a long time.

, farmers used animals to do their work, for example, but today most modem

farmers use machines to do their work.

. Activities are things for people to do, and an person is a person who is always

doing something.

. Industries are companies and factories, which make things for people. Most developing

countries want to quickly so that the people can have the things they want.

. Our house is too small, so we are going to extend the house to make it bigger. We are

going to build a on the west end of the house.

. Agriculture is very important to all countries. activities include growing crops

and raising animals.

. When we translate, we change words from one language to another. Sometimes it is dif-

ferent to find a good <

. Newspapers give information about the news of the day. They people about what

is happening in the world.
Section 3 Reading Skills Development

Before you start reading a text, take a preview. Each book, article or paragraph has

certain prominent characteristics. If you briefly study these characteristics before you read,
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you may find that such a prereading has paved the way for speedier and more comprehensive
coverage of the text. With the help of the basic information, you may further predict the main
concem or even some detailed information of the text.

The first step in making a prediction is to study the title. The title always gives you a
quick cue as to what the topic of discussion is.

Next, glance through the material to see if subheadings are used. If so, a quick survey
of them will be valuable to you.

If any visual aids (e.g. maps, diagrams, pictures, etc.) are furnished, study them
for their significance of application. Generally, they are closely related to the text and there-
fore are supposed to be informative.

Hopefully, through prediction, your interest will be aroused, and your motive for read-
ing will be strengthened. And remember to get yourself prepared to prove or disprove your
prediction through further reading. Either of the results will definitely facilitate a better un-
derstanding .

Exercises

1. Title: Fimm, Fair and Friendly
Think about the three adjectives in the title, what kind of people do you expect are the
words most likely used to describe?
teachers

parents
[riends
2. Title: Hothouse Earth
a. What do you guess the passage is about?
b. Can you find any other words with -house?
c¢. Does the following items remind you anything?
rising temperature
melting polar ice caps
warming of the atmosphere
carbon. dioxide ( CO, gas)
global temperature
3. Title: English as a Universal Language
Subheadings: Media and Transportation
The Information Age
International Business
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Diplomacy
Lingua Franca
Official Language
Youth Culture
How much information have you got as the result of your rapid survey from the title and
subheadings? Please write one or two sentences to predict what will be read in the text after
reading the title and subheadings.

Section 4 Reading for Fun

There are gains for all our losses.
There are balms for all our pain;
But when youth, the dream, departs
It takes something from our hearts,
And it never comes again.

We are stronger, and are better
Under manhood’ s sterner reign;
Still we feel that something sweet
Followed youth, with flying feet,

And will never come again.

Something beautiful is vanished,
And we sigh for it in vain;

We behold it everywhere,

On the earth , and in the air,

But it never comes again!

by Richard Henry Stoddard



