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Preface for Instructors

About Rereading America

Designed for first-year writing and critical thinking courses, Rereading
America anthologizes a diverse set of readings focused on the myths that
dominate U.S. culture. This central theme brings together thought-provoking
selections on a broad range of topics — family, education, success, gender
roles, race, religion, and America seen from a global perspective — topics
that raise controversial issues meaningful to college students of all back-
grounds. We’ve drawn these readings from many sources, both within the
academy and outside of it; the selections are both multicultural and cross-
curricular and thus represent an unusual variety of voices, styles, and subjects.

The readings in this anthology speak directly to students’ experiences
and concerns. Every college student has had some brush with prejudice,
and most have something to say about education, the family, or the gender
stereotypes they see in films and on television. The issues raised here help
students link their personal experiences with broader cultural perspectives
and lead them to analyze, or “read,” the cultural forces that have shaped
and continue to shape their lives. By linking the personal and the cultural,
students begin to recognize that they are not academic outsiders — they too
have knowledge, assumptions, and intellectual frameworks that give them
authority in academic culture. Connecting personal knowledge and aca-
demic discourse helps students see that they are able to think, speak, and
write academically and that they don’t have to absorb passively what the
“experts” say.

Features of the Seventh Edition

A Cultural Approach to Critical Thinking Like its predecessors, the
seventh edition of Rereading America is committed to the premise that learn-
ing to think critically means learning to identify and see beyond dominant cul-
tural myths — collective and often unconsciously held beliefs that influence
our thinking, reading, and writing. Instead of treating cultural diversity as just
another topic to be studied or “appreciated,” Rereading America encourages
students to grapple with the real differences in perspective that arise in a



vi PREFACE FOR INSTRUCTORS

pluralistic society like ours. This method helps students to break through
conventional assumptions and patterns of thought that hinder fresh critical
responses and inhibit dialogue. It helps them recognize that even the most
apparently “natural” fact or obvious idea results from a process of social
construction. And it helps them to develop the intellectual independence
essential to critical thinking, reading, and writing.

Classic and Conservative Perspectives To provide students with the his-
torical context they often need, each chapter in this edition of Rereading Amer-
ica includes a “classic” expression of the myth under examination. Approaching
the myth of success, for example, by way of Horatio Alger’s Ragged Dick —
or the myth of racial ﬁupenontv by way of Thomas Jefferson’s infamous dia-
tribe against “race mixing” — gives students a better sense of the myth’s ori-
gins and impact. We've also included at least one contemporary conservative
revision of the myth in each chapter, so you'll find in this edition readings by
cultural critics who stand to the right of center, writers like Rick Santorum,
Shelby Steele, Ken Hamblin, Dinesh D’Sousa, and David Kupelian.

New Issues Today, tensions between secular and religious values con-
tinue to trouble communities across America. Not a year goes by without a
case coming before the courts involving issues such as prayer in school, the
display of the Ten Commandments, the public celebration of religious holi-
days, the teaching of evolution, or the inclusion of “God” in the Pledge of
Allegiance. This edition of Rereading America offers a new chapter that
invites students to reflect on the role of religion in American culture. “One
Nation Under God: American Myths of Church and State” examines the
current resurgence of religion in the United States and explores the myths
of secularism and religious belief that frame our thinking about the mean-
ing of faith. Authors in this chapter include Anne Lamott, David Kupelian,
Bill McKibben, and Eric Marcus, who examine the foundations of personal
belief and its force in a secular culture. The Visual Portfolio offers a pic-
torial meditation on the delicate balance between belief and intolerance in
American society. Diana L. Eck and Maria Poggi Johnson explore religious
diversity — and religious division — in contemporary America. The chapter
closes with readings addressing the competing claims of church and state,
with pieces from James Madison, Noah Feldman, and Sam Harris.

Timely New Readings To keep Rereading America up to date, we've
worked hard to bring you the best new voices speaking on issues of race, gen-
der, class, family, education, religion, and freedom. As in past editions, we've
retained old favorites like Malcolm X, Richard Rodriguez, Shelby Steele,
Jamaica Kincaid, Deborah Tannen, Jean Anyon, Toni Cade Bambara, Gary
Soto, Judith Ortiz Cofer, and Mike Rose. But you'll also find a host of new
selections by such authors as Evan Wolfson, Jonathan Kozol, Maysan Haydar,
Deborah Rudacille, Sam Harris, and Harvey Mansfield. And like earlier
versions, this edition of Rereading America includes a healthy mix of personal
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and academic writing, representing a wide variety of genres, styles, and
rhetorical strategies.

Visual Portfolios In addition to frontispieces and cartoons, we've
included a Visual Portfolio of myth-related images in every chapter of
Rereading America. These collections of photographs, advertisements, and
reproductions of famous paintings invite students to examine how visual
“texts” are constructed and how, like written texts, they are susceptible to
multiple readings and rereadings. Each portfolio is accompanied by a series
of questions that encourage critical analysis and connect portfolio images to
ideas and themes in chapter reading selections. As in earlier editions, the
visual frontispieces that open each chapter are integrated into the preread-
ing assignments found in the chapter introductions. The cartoons, offered
as a bit of comic relief and as opportunities for visual thinking, are paired
with appropriate readings thoughout the text.

Focus on Media  We've continued the practice of including selections
focusing on the media. Chapter Three includes a selection by Diana
Kendall on the media’s role in disseminating myths of material success.
Chapter Four offers analyses of gender issues in the media, including Jean
Kilbourne on images of women in advertising and Joan Morgan on black
feminism and hip-hop culture. In our new chapter on religion, Chapter Six,
David Kupelian argues that the media corrodes key religious values. And in
Chapter Seven, Todd Gitlin examines the ways American popular culture
influences societies throughout the world.

Focus on Struggle and Resistance  Most multicultural readers approach
diversity in one of two ways: either they adopt a pluralist approach and con-
ceive of American society as a kind of salad bowl of cultures, or, in response
to recent worries about the lack of * ‘objectivity” in the multicultural curricu-
lum, they take what might be called the “talk show” approach and present
American culture as a series of pro-and-con debates on a number of social
issues. The seventh edition of Rereading America, like its predecessors, fol-
lows neither of these approaches. Pluralist readers, we feel, make a promise
that’s impossible to keep: no single text, and no single course, can do justice
to the many complex cultures that inhabit the United States. Thus, the mate-
rials selected for Rereading America aren’t meant to offer a taste of what
“family” means for Native Americans, or the flavor of gender relations
among immigrants. Instead, we've included selections like Melvin Dixon’s
“Aunt Ida Pieces a Quilt” or Harlon Dalton’s “Horatio Alger,” because they
offer us fresh critical perspectives on the common myths that shape our
ideas, values, and beliefs. Rather than seeing this anthology as a mosaic or
kaleidoscope of cultural fragments that combine to form a beautiful picture,
it's more accurate to think of Rereading America as a handbook that helps
students explore the ways that the dominant culture shapes their ideas,
values, and beliefs.
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This notion of cultural dominance is studiously avoided in most recent
multicultural anthologies. “Salad bowl” readers generally sidestep the issue
of cultural dynamics: intent on celebrating America’s cultural diversity, they
offer a relatively static picture of a nation fragmented into a kind of cultural
archipelago. “Talk show” readers admit the idea of conflict, but they distort
the reality of cultural dynamics by presenting cultural conflicts as a matter
of rational — and equally balanced — debate. All of the materials antholo-
gized in Rereading America address the cultural struggles that animate
American society — the tensions that result from the expectations estab-
lished by our dominant cultural myths and the diverse realities that these
myths often contradict.

Ultimately, Rereading America is about resistance. In this new edition
we continue to include readings that offer positive alternatives to the dilem-
mas of cultural conflict. To make this commitment to resistance as visible as
possible, we've tried to conclude every chapter of this new edition with a
suite of readings offering creative and, we hope, empowering examples of
Americans who work together to redefine our national myths.

Extensive Apparatus  Rereading America offers a wealth of features to
help students hone their analytic abilities and to aid instructors as they plan
class discussions, critical thinking activities, and writing assignments. These
include:

e A Comprehensive Introductory Essay The book begins with a com-
prehensive essay, “Thinking Critically, Challenging Cultural Myths,”
that introduces students to the relationships between thinking, cultural
diversity, and the notion of dominant cultural myths, and shows how
such myths can influence their academic performance. We've also
included a section devoted to active reading, which offers suggestions
for prereading, prewriting, note taking, text marking, and keeping a
reading journal. Another section helps students work with the many
visual images included in the book.

® New “Fast Facts” Begin Each Chapter Several provocative statistics
before each chapter introduction provide context for students and
prompt discussion. For example, “Roughly 35 million Americans (one
in eight) live below the government’s official poverty line.”

* Detailed Chapter Introductions An introductory essay at the begin-
ning of each chapter offers students a thorough overview of each
cultural myth, placing it in historical context, raising some of the chap-
ter’s central questions, and orienting students to the chapter’s internal
structure.

* Prereading Activities Following each chapter introduction you'll find
prereading activities designed to encourage students to reflect on what
they already know about the cultural myth in question. Often connected
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to the images that open every chapter, these prereading activities help
students to engage the topic even before they begin to read.

* Questions to Stimulate Critical Thinking Three groups of questions
following each selection encourage students to consider the reading
carefully in several contexts: “Engaging the Text” focuses on close read-
ing of the selection itself; “Exploring Connections”™ puts the selection
into dialogue with other selections throughout the book; “Extending
the Critical Context” invites students to connect the ideas they read
about here with sources of knowledge outside the anthology, including
library research, personal experience, interviews, ethnographic-style
observations, and so forth. As in past editions, we've included a number
of questions linking readings with contemporary television shows and
feature films for instructors who want to address the interplay of cul-
tural myths and the mass media.

* New “Further Connections” Close Each Chapter These questions and
assignments help students make additional connections among readings.
They also provide suggestions for exploring issues through research and
include ideas for community projects.

* An Extensive Instructor’s Manual ~ Resources for Teaching REREADING
AMERICA provides detailed advice about ways to make the most of
both the readings and the questions; it also offers further ideas for dis-
cussion, class activities, and writing assignments, as well as practical
hints and suggestions that we've garnered from our own classroom
experiences.

* Online Resources The Top Links Web site for Rereading America
contains annotated research links. For more information, visit bedford
stmartins.com/rereadingamerica to explore this site and other helpful
electronic resources for both students and instructors.
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