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Preface

Who the book is for

Expert’s Advice: How to Listen to It Right for IELTS is for Chinese students
who are preparing for the IELTS test and are studying to gain sufficient proficiency
in listening to study, train and live successfully in an English-speaking environ-

ment.

The book may also be useful for candidates taking BEC, CET-6, PETSS and
TOEFL.

The listening strategies, and the advice on how to avoid mistakes, may indeed be
useful for all students of English at lower intermediate level or above.

What the book contains

This book shows you what you have to do in the IELTS Listening test.

® First, the various tasks in the Listening test are described.
® Secondly, the book shows you how to tackle each of the different kinds of ques-
tion.

The book gives you simple, practical advice about general listening skills and listen-
ing strategies and includes sample tests with answer keys so that you can practise.
The sample tests are not real IELTS material and are for practice only. If you
study the book carefully and practise as advised, you should improve your English
and develop more accuracy and confidence in listening. Thus you will get the best
score you are able to. Neither the author nor the publishers, however, give any
guarantee to any person about their score in the IELTS test.

To do as well as you can in IELTS Listening, you have to plan your learning strate-
gy carefully. This book shows you how. This is a book of learning strategies, ref-
erence materials and sample practice tests focused on Listening skills. The following
chapters provide a description of the instructions and questions in the IELTS Lis-
tening test and the key factors involvee in answering correctly. It is essential to un-
derstand all these thoroughly and respond appropriately when you do the tests. You
should study these sections carefully to identify the areas where you need to im-
prove.
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According to University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations, an acceptable score
usually means 26 correct answers out of 40. The score you need to achieve a partic-
ular band, however, may vary slightly between tests. The reason is that, although
the tests are basically the same standard, it is impossible to produce the large num-
ber of versions of the test that are required at precisely the same level of difficulty
every time. Therefore what you need to achieve to get any particular score can vary
by one or two marks. Even so, the way to maximize your score is to learn the right
way to listen and get plenty of practice.

This book will help you be adequately prepared for the IELTS Listening test. But it
is not a complete English listening course and does not contain pronunciation exer-
cises or a glossary. Refer to the bibliography (booklist) and webliography (website
list) for lists of textbooks and reference books currently available in China and web-
sites where you will find further help with listening.

How to use the book

Expert’s Advice: How to Listen to It Right for IELTS has been written to help
candidates, and those who are thinking about taking IELTS, prepare effectively for
the Listening part of the examination. You should read this preface first and work
through the rest of the book in the order in which it is written (unless your teacher
tells you otherwise) .

You can use this book as a textbook on an English language course with a teacher,
or individually as an independent-study book. The book is written in British Eng-
lish. For American or other varieties of English, refer to one of the reference books
you will find listed in Chapter 6. Both British and American English spellings are
accepted for the IELTS Listening test.

Expert’ s Advice: How to Listen to It Right for IELTS gives you a clear idea of
what the test is like, based on the information published by University of Cam-
bridge ESOL Examinations (formerly UCLES), who have given permission for
this to be done. There are candidates who take the test before they are ready. It is
important to receive sufficient instruction in the particular skills of listening to Eng-
lish before attempting a test like IELTS. Sometimes, apparently, students are sim-
ply told to listen to the same material five times and fill in the gaps to do a listening
test.

You should read first the Introduction to the IELTS Test what it contains,
how it is organised, what kinds of questions there are etc. in conjunction with the
IELTS Handbook . You can download a copy free of charge from www. ielts. org/
handbook. htm.

Then go on to study the test-taking strategies offered in this book advice to
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help you complete the test in the time allowed and answer in ways that will enable
you to obtain the highest mark of which you are capable. The strategies include
how to answer different kinds of question, listening for various types of data and
completing sentences correctly. Particular attention is given to aspects of listening
to English that cause problems for Chinese students. There is also advice on study

strategies.

But that advice is not enough on its own. You need to become familiar with the
sounds of English how they relate to the spelling, how they link together etc.
You also need to know about the different types of question you may meet in the
test and understand how to answer them. Without sensible preparation you are
likely to get a disappointing score and waste your time and your money.

Although this book focuses on listening, it will also give you valuable help with
writing and speaking, because of the study skills you will learn and the vocabulary
and cultural background you will acquire if you prepare sensibly. Therefore imagine
you are at an academic seminar or professional training presentation being given in
English and listening to the lecturer or keynote speaker.

Recommendations for teachers

It can be particularly helpful to introduce discussions on the areas covered in the
tests. Thus the students will begin to focus on the sort of information they will
need to listen for and understand. Such preparation will also help the students get
ready for their time in an English-speaking study or training environment and settle
in when they get there.

Students might be encouraged to write an essay within one of the topic areas first.
In that way, they will come to appreciate better the sort of situations that are dis-
cussed on the tapes they are going to hear. They will begin to acquire the relevant
vocabulary, and they will come up with questions that may need to be answered in
class before a listening exercise begins. This is especially important where the way
of life or education system of an English-speaking country is the subject. Ideally,
students should build up their own portfolios (collections) of spoken and written
material on the topic areas. The portfolios may be created as a class project, to
make available as much material as possible in the classroom for the students to
study for themselves.” If the students are encouraged to organize their own displays,

they may become motivated to search out useful materials by themselves and ensure

that they remain in place.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE IELTS LISTENING TEST

What Is IELTS?

IELTS stands for International English Language Testing System . It is jointly
owned by University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (formerly UCLES), the
British Council and IDP Education Australia.

® [ELTS is a test for people who must demonstrate English language proficiency to
gain entry to universities or training programmes in English-speaking countries.

® [ELTS is also useful for immigration.
® [ELTS is useful for entry to some professions in the UK and Australia, too.

IELTS is widely recognised as an assessment of English language proficiency for
overseas candidates wishing to study or train in tertiary institutions in the United
Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and within Europe. IELTS is also ac-
cepted by an increasing number of institutions in the United States. Tests are given
at an ever-increasing number of centres in China, currently 24, all of them well-
known universities.

IELTS tests the four main areas of language proficiency: Listening, Reading,

Writing and Speaking. Candidates do not pass or fail IELTS. Within two to three

weeks of sitting the test, they receive a certificate recording their results in the

form of ‘band scores’ on a level of 1 to 9 (near native speaker level). The band

scores are also sent to the learning institution to which the candidate has applied.
1




As a broad guide, you can assume that:

® for linguistically demanding academic courses, such as medicine, law, linguis-
tics, journalism and library studies, an overall IELTS score of 7.5 or above is
generally required;

® for linguistically less demanding academic courses, such as agriculture, pure
mathematics, technology, computer-based work and telecommunications, an
overall score of 7.0 or above is usually needed;

® for linguistically demanding training courses, such as air traffic control, engi-
neering, pure and applied sciences and industrial safety, a score of 6.5 or more is
generally acceptable;

® for linguistically less demanding training courses, such as animal husbandry,
catering or fire services, a score of 6.0 or above is usually acceptable.

Obtaining these scores is, of course, no guarantee of admission. The relevant
department or faculty determines whether the candidate’s band scores are of an ac-
ceptable level for admission.

The Listening Test is the same both for Academic and General Training candidates.
The band score for both versions is reported in half bands. There are 40 questions
in the Test.

The score is calculated on the basis of one point per question. (Some questions re-
quire two answers to get the point. ) The band score represents the following levels
of competence in English.

Band 9 Fully operational command of the language, appropriate, accurate, fluent,
with complete understanding.

Band 8 Fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystemat-
ic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situ-
ations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

Band 7 Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccura-
cies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles
complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

Band 6 Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
2




