= WO Z o«

PHEE ‘@ EABICER” RRS

The Creation of Research Space in Chinese MA Theses

%i-’f “‘)Ikﬁﬁ;l:’ie" “Wivs” SRIPEIEIrbT

Analysis of Chinese MA Thesis Introductions

ﬁ“k @ -4
National Defense Industry Press




H315/528
2008

R A 2 R g
The Creation of Research Space in Chinese MA Theses

—WEL LR WE WAMEEAT
A Genre Analysis of Chinese MA Th&és Introductions

IGARE b

e —— .

M 7~ 4 2 e
#JL3K -



HBERS B (CIP) i

FEEEBRIERPR S M LRERR . LFLW
WL IWE "M BB R T/ MDA E. —IER
BB Tk i RAL, 2008. 2

ISBN 978-7-118-05581-8

I.%... O.%... M54 —%EE—BLT—
B#E—-HE—-+E V. H315

o H i A B 4518 CIP BB (2008) 48 016429 B

@15 - 4 2o BRES
CERTERE TR 23 B HRECARE 100044)

B Tk Y RRA-ENRR BT
FeHEes

FA& 850X1168 1/32 EIS 104 P8 244 FF
2008 4F 2 A4S 1 AR4S 1 IKENR)  ED®Y 13000 it ZEH 21. 00 T

(B MBEDIHR, R M)

EBFBIE . (010)68428422 KATHER . (010)68414474
RATHERE . (010)68411535 EFl% . (010)68472764



a2

AREEDIEEMBERAEILEMEREFTESAESE LS
BIXITHF, Sl F 2007 4, fENILR KEMBAEZERLE
FIRERFICF AL R Y EMEHEREBR S
EAMEHEEHBARAREN, CENERFETHHEBRNE
=W, X TR, IR ST BP0 R K O o R 2R BRI, DR 2
BRT#I3FE% .S AKE . mrRET RS ABENES Rt
HMERBEMEHFHBRR T —H LR T EE KN X —0 R R
&, NMHE. EABE TR,

BT/ TAHIEEL R XHBER. RIANEILINRAE
B8,

B NTREARAEXRT L. FHEEBRBEHCOHHMELESEL
bR, B, BRI RARXHNEIFH S, BiEm o migk
HRELI¥ARES L. P ABEREYVIRESTFREILER
M JLAE B3R 38 A8 5 % (appliable linguistics) MBF 5,15
PEF AR 3 FA IR 55, (B O 2 R A YRR

BIARRRIERHENEE. R{tHFRNESd®
B IEX SIS T, /R A1 A C WS HF, R BE Bk
EREIE, REERESXT S M, ELRA, ERAEARME. Hit,
YEH DAL IR K240 3O B 3R JLAE R AR 5 % 5 M A 100 RS R
TR AR SONER T (BB FRE .

E ERER B AR, /5 EAEMNER SN
£ B T E A BB B AR AR S 5 WS K B DL KB
BRE. EREX—S L. EELATHE LAF4E., thigd.
Swales (HrBURHD FEXTE AR B R T 5 80 BRI F LS

! 1]



USRI TN R S BRSEHATER A BB ERTAR
HAXAER TR IR, 85, mRBERESREA LK
BA S SOk S S MBS R R L REE RN X R R EE
POE eI B At B B A O 1B RS WAL E
PEARIE . 3ORE, ISR BB i

X R IERC PR R, REFH . HEZ T, REME
B — SRR, Rk, XEWCRRES R,
R AATHE R E A O WEIER, W% A DR BAE;
w43 R BIA B BA) , A BB AR 60 R AL TR .

R A BEEHES S EE, AERRIEIE S FERY
WIBERAGERE, AABHHK, PHRREMESTRET
%A,

4 %
2008 47T A
AFRFRRAE



LI

ABFE S IEL WML CHET” B, BERITH
H2 4 A E T B RSN EME ST ERAE AL AR BA¥ARE
YRR B B 8. FARWXFIF"ERI—FERER, A
RS XEETUNA A D H R4S, R —Fh B 32k B it
2578 . BB/RW(Swales, 1990) R iH T E LM “BILEAHRE
[6]” i) 32 B BB 28 (Create A Research Space), 3 # 7. T LB ¥
(move) FIZH TR (step) N Hh & SR HIB R LW A HrE X (CARS Mod-
eD , A=A HEBRN T ¥ ARECFE 7 H WL RE, ES 1
“Ha~r WS4, (Establishing a territory)” . i85 2“1 B & 3& O BF
Y7 (Establishing a niche)” & 3% & FHF 5T A7 (Occupying
the niche)”, B MESHBENFTEE 11 MEBORTEMR. XEF
SMEBRAEEWEE MR T #RBXWE” BARELEH,
RAEMMER HET A B R E Rk, BEURHX—
BEMEARNOHER B R R IFEMTLREB=ETEKX
B, AR ERERIZRTIERZFENMZATER
BT HBHIHESR.

B, IR X —BREH TR EERLUKE
FAEEE, FARERRFARHMEEE EXRRHERIBL
S triEk, HASERAAAE S XAER . AREEESFHH
WXEE. FHERESRAERNES B, AREBERAL
R—MAARRENBET B ER it &7 8 (Miller,1994) .
Vel N, BBNEHMEE REVEZHAH S EEER
R, B, EEREERE, FEMNERBEN—FRAERE
e BREIER, RREA AN ESMHERERtRERN

Vv



Y, RERRFEARERESHATKRENNERTRENRE
O B R G HFENL BRI .

T BB, A 5E DASE R IR K 22 5h SC 2 B 3215 & b B AR
EF¥HM 1999 FZ 2005 4 EIAY 100 FAR LB SCHEN B
B S BUR BT “CARS X7 0 2B 08 58, BT AT R .
E%EEHE B RN BESB P B ¥ RIRE
E]”? A3 BT Rl

(1) % ARBICBIE "FR BB G A L . ,

(2) HiBREWA R EXRERRMNESTBIEIFITRA.

BESTER, M HE A B R H B RIR

3) PEHEEFEARABXRERECHENEEEW, FL,EE
BRI ?

SR EY, EIBREHER, “CARS A" F M = MEH
Move) IZEF EEAMNEREBERPHIN, BAHHS., KBHPGE
RIS A B AR JEE (eyclicity) B BB, EEBIIE
RE“EH 1—E#H 2—BESH 37(1—2-3) WMIRFRIF. RS
“CARS B N"HA & , IRATE SAREWEH L, PEFEEZEARB I
S5URBRARENEEEEAL -2

“CARS #i 0" B 11 M BB (Step) ZE R H2 4 KB R P&
ENA.BEAMBAREFERKER. HP 6 MERHBUARE
0%, 3% “@5r P LR (Claiming centrality) | “MEHE 108
K %5” (Making topic generalization) . “ Bl BRI ¥ 55 IR R ” (Revie-
wing items of previous research) . “#§ Hi B %F 2 #E” (Indicating a
gap) . “BEiRPFFE B A9” (Outlining purposes) ., “4 8 X EH” (In-
dicating structure) %5, HHEL EiE T E P EEEA B XHHE"
WA EEKENBEEEMFF; H=1%%“XE i iE” (Counter-
claiming) . “SE &K RTEABFFE £ 4 ” (Continuing a tradition) . “i@#t
FE & H” (Announcing principal findings) S 7EAHTEIIE S v A I
RIE, RiE 1% R 2%, BR, EAEFEEERPRA B
trA i

Vi



AHIZ B (Step) HBM A B HEF BEERBER DA
b, B, “EBRRTHBT R BRI —E Kl R ABR
BRIE SR SERIIT AR R “CARS X" HE—MEL R I— 5
B EERMTHIER P AUERRE R TERIE MBS AR
BLoy Z— LB I8 BRBU A BT S R X — Th RS, B H AR —.
BZES SRS MXRHEEFRRE.

BT “CARS R ¥ R BN 11 MEBSN, b E A 1SR
BPRRA-EHLR BN APVRERRPRIR”. ¥
REBERABIT” “RRFR IR BIREL” UK FEMHRE
W%, BIBHIER (Nwogu, 1997) 943 8k, HBRTE 50%
ULEHPRA B/ ERESR. X7 2P RART PEALR®
XRIEVERREERGEA, RN F T RS,

52 #0145 (Moves and Step‘s)

¥ 1. ML AFE i, (Establishing a territory)

#~7 LOBE (Claiming centrality)

BHEIUBIAZ (Making topic generalizations/introducing the topic)

= BT HIBFST R (Reviewing previous research)

*» R BRI AP (Presenting summary/comiment of the review)
iBE 2. HEAEMNPIFTHA (Establishing a niche)

18 1B %5 A (Indicating a gap)

# t (5] B8 (Question-raising/ pointing out problems/unsolved issues)

* 1% H L BR R B PR A9 X Bt (Indicating real world problems)
EF 3. HIEBFHLAL (Occupying the niche)

TR Y BIPFFTREL (Announcing present research)

BEARPIFT H A9/ & B (Outlining purposes/indicating objective)

* AR (Describing the research itself)

* PEBEAIFSE B L/ TR (Stating significance/contribution of study)

AR XM (Indicating the structure)

* HEHRANL R




mEAF),CARS Xy 3 M BREBE HAR, KPHAART
B 2 P AARBENSE BE AN HNER. XESFL. B
R P EZEARBREHN SHB/AINMRERERE
—EER, BRI B CHIERFHE.

RN —EERE . ABFEN=EATESH TES HAR
RSB RA RN, ER RN E B 205 ¥ g W)
B, B RERIE T HARE. 4RE2W, PEEERBALRE
FRAHERZHEANEEREAFREBEY L= EHH
R, 125N 7 M RAERT ECRERAPRME, 2512
WAL et BT B RE . S RIFEE AR IR EEUR R
BEIR., L RIS SRR AR, A T RAGER
7 (negative) FI“JEH BB X" (non-negative) B H HBIIE S Fib
B, HE R 5 FRE . REERER . FEBXNEA.A8TE
BXHMIEAL . EEEMERMER, K 7 MEFREENSHN
WA, B A5 £ B KK R however, be/do/does/did /
have/has/can/could/might/should not, few, little, but, only F1
problem, XEiAlJL RIBERGEHEER A RFHREIBR, XBT
I sprd A SR8

HRMABRELEERPEEERCPHE RFE. HEUR
JT(1990) R #Y 4 FEERTE X —AEH R A /¥ 38 3R] (integral/
reporting) \/E 3 #x A /3E# i& 3l115] (integral/non-reporting) . JE 4
FH A /8 3115 (non-integral/reporting) PA R IEVEH KA /IE#
& 317 (non-integral/non-reporting) #FPLE b H 2 4: B 1E B 18 B
M, BEHFAMEEBBN AR RERSFLNENEEL, b
A RAHUASNGENBWSEMPE . EEEEARX
—HR P, EREBEHHEREERRIEREE—EE" A
FHaE . RAPEEEEEREBEAEENRENME. PEE
H B R R SRR L D BERT A A, — A 4H X R IR A &,
A—HRAXNESEE S E BT ENSE. iﬁﬁ?{iﬂ%ﬁgﬁ%
RFERTHE_H, BMESINAEERFEEBRFANSE. &

i




HRFNARSERE L, PR R AR —BHT R
RIESTRE =FER, KPP XU —BAENRE, § RS, R
AP EEE R RANASNERERTTER. X—4i 5HER
B (1990) WA R R AR RKHIAM.

ZEULESW, PEHELMIERESKE L BNEARAEEANR
EHBREHE AR, TREERGHERFILERRM,
HB/REURHEEMARERIFE—ERENER. &
HEHE, PEELERNRRSHASNERFERAXER  RZE
BEARRBRIF LI, RZEFENMBEE LK EMBEF TR,
H S AR TR B LS  EEEFEFEL T EERNE
W, B, ATHFF IR T A SCHR H B . ahrFEeTRE,
FEEFAERTIZARASHPHIERT, BRRE“BILHARIAEE
BEC B G UMREN SHPRELACAE
IR, LR E N AT A, B S NS WER. HaT
ZEIFZHFREE, PEEEECRE G E WP HAL R
ZRSTEIRMEYE. HERESAA WEERELTEEER
BIRMERGEHIT TN, BIE TRATEMNERGEHER,
HTEFBESPEHEENREXEE FZEPBSERRES
AR EERERYL. _

BAXHRPEEENEREBERMTEIABH 2, HH
FHEAEIRE R, EENEREER LBER, 2R A N
REWE —ERNER, FER . AT 22168,

Fhin
2008 LA
FIFEXRS



Acknowledgements

This book is a revised version of my Ph. D. dissertation,
which was completed during my work and study at the School of
Foreign Languages and Literatures, Beijing Normal University
from 2003 to 2007. During the process of writing the dissertation,
I have been under the care and support of so many people.

1 owe my greatest thanks to my supervisor, Professor Hu
Zhuanglin, who in his seventies, not only gave me insightful com-
ments and instructions in the planning and shaping of my paper
but also read so carefully every detail of the dissertation even
when he suffered a lot from his eye illness. During these four
years, I have learned so much from him, in the ways of how to do
research, how to write a dissertation, how to be a teacher and
even how to be a person, which I believe will be most beneficial in
all my life,

My sincere thanks go to Professor Cheng Xiaotang, Profes-
sor Tian Guisen, Professor Peng Xuanwei, Professor Lin Yun-
qing, who spent much of their precious time listening to my ques-
tions, reading the draft of my paper and providing me enlighten-
ing suggestions for the dissertation structure as well as in the
choice of technical terms.

I would like to thank Professor Zhou Liuxi, Professor Chen
Daxing, Professor Wang Xing, Professor Wu Zunmin, Professor
Wang Qiang and all the other colleagues in the School of Foreign
Languages and Literatures, Beijing Normal University, who in

X



one way or another have helped me a great deal in all these years.

My heart-felt thanks go to the MA students who have already
graduated from our school from whom I got the samples of analy-
sis. I should also thank some of my MA students for their great
help in checking the bibliography and solving other technical
problems.

My thanks go to my family members, who in the most com-
mon way have been giving their understanding, concern and nev-
er-ending love to me.

As for the publication of this book, I would like to thank
sincerely Professor Stephen W. Hoyle for his editing work, the
School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Beijing Normal
University for financial subsidization, and National Defense In-

dustry Press for kindly offering publication of this book.



Abstract

This book aims to explore how Chinese MA students achieve
their communicative purpose when writing their thesis introduc-
tions by examining generic structures as well as language choices.
The data include 100 texts drawn from students in the School of
Foreign Languages and Literatures, Beijing Normal University, -
in the field of Applied Linguistics, from the years 1999 to 2005.
It is acknowledged that the introduction to a research paper, as a
genre, not only is a necessary part of such a paper, but also per-
forms certain social functions. According to Swales, the commu-
nicative purpose of a research article introduction is to ‘create a
research space’. He developed his famous ‘Create a Research
Space’ (CARS) model (1990) as a way of revealing the communi-
cative process of research article introductions, with “moves” be-
ing used to refer to the elements required for achieving the overall
communicative purpose. Three moves are included in the model;
Establishing a Territory, Establishing a Niche and Occupying
the Niche, with each containing a number of steps signaled by
specific linguistic features. Swales’ CARS model is of great signif-
icance for both the theory of genre and the practice of genre analy-
sis, and it has been proved an effective tool for analyzing various
types of text.

However, the CARS model raised by Swales was set up
through the analysis of only research article (RA) introductions

written by expert English writers. The moves and steps listed in
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the CARS model are not totally applicable to texts from different
social, cultural and educational background. According to theo-
ries of genre, a genre is a typified rhetorical and social action
aimed at achieving a certain communicative purpose (Miller,
1994), and the formation of a genre influenced by its social and
situational contexts. Qur assumption is that the introduction to an
MA thesis written by students who are brought up and educated
in a non-English environment should carry its own features, and
it could be a joint product under the influence of its contextual
factors, which will in turn be reflected through its generic struc-
tures as well as its language choices.

The present study, following the analytical method of
Swales’ CARS model, endeavors to answer the main research
question: How do Chinese MA students create their research -
space in the process of entering into the research field? The spe-
cific questions to be analyzed are: ,

(1) What is the generic pattern of Chinese MA thesis intro-
ductions?

(2) How are the generic moves and steps realized through
their language choices?

A further question is to be discussed based on the results of
the above analysis: '

(3) Is the text much influenced by its particular context? If
" yes, how do the contextual factors influence the formation of the
text? _

Findings of this study show that the three moves in Swales’
CARS model are found in all the introductions of the Chinese MA
theses studied, and the occurrence of each move is evenly distrib-
uted. Most texts show regular move patterns. The study revealed

that cyclicity is a prominent feature of Chinese MA thesis intro-



ductions, and the order of moves 1 -2 - 3 is the predominant cycle
pattern. Both the combination of moves and the pattern of move
cycles conform to Swales’ CARS model and his other research
findings quite well.

All the steps presented in the CARS model could be found in
the Chinese MA thesis introductions, but with varying frequency
of occurrence. Six steps occurred with a high degree of frequency
(over 70% of the texts), including Indicating the structure , Cla-
ming centrality, Reviewing items of previous research , Making
topic generalizations, Qutlining purposes, and Indicating a
gap, while three other steps—Counter-claiming, Continuing a
tradition and Announcing principal findings were used in very
few texts (1% or 2%), which means that not all the steps in
Swales’” CARS model are applicable to Chinese MA theses in the
field of applied linguistics. In the corpus under review, one step,
Reviewing previous research (which was usually done by .citing
others’ work) was not just a step in Move 1, but was used very
flexibly and for other purposes, such as backing up the writer’s
own argument,

Fourteen new steps were identified in the corpus, including
introduction of the general background in formation or the present
situation of the research , summary of or comment on the review,
description of the research , definition of terms, and so on. Fol-
lowing Nwogu (1997), steps that occurred with about 50% regu-
larity were taken as stable steps, and these twelve steps form the
generic pattern of Chinese MA thesis introductions, as is shown
in the table below.

From the table we can see that three steps in the CARS mod-
el which have a very low frequenC}; of appearance are totally lac-

king in this pattern, and four new steps are included in the gengr-
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ic pattern, indicating that differences exist in the choice of steps
made in introductions written by native English speakers and Chi-
nese MA students,

At the lexical-grammatical level, analysis shows that a varie-
ty of language forms were used to achieve the communicative pur-.
pose by Chinese MA students. Seven dimensions were involved at
the lexical level to show that the research carried out was worth-
while— the status of the topic, the nature of the topic . the scope
of the topic in time and in space, the quantity or amount in-
volved in the relevant research, the degree of intensity of the
topic, and the degree of rigour for development. Both negative
and non-negative lexical forms and structures were used for argu-
ing about the problematic aspects of the topics. Five categories of
negative lexical forms were identified: sentence connectors, nega-
tive quantifiers, lexical negation, negative verb structures, and
other forms, among which seven lexical forms and grammatical
patterns were most frequently used, including however, be/do/
does/did /have/has/can/could/might/should not, few, little,
but, only and problem. These forms proved to be effective in

achieving their corresponding purposes.

Moves and Steps

Move 1: Establishing a Territory
Claiming centrality
Making topic generalizations/introducing the topic
Reviewing previous research
» Presenting summary/comment of the review
Move 2 Establishing a Niche
Indicating a gap
Question-raising/pointing out problems/unsolved issues

* Indicating real world problems/limitation in present situation/practice
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Moves and Steps

Move 3: Occupying the Niche

Announéing present research

Outlining purposes/indicating intention/aim/objective/goals

* Describing the research itself

* Stating significance/positive justification of the topic/contribution of
study

Indicating the structure

* indicates a newly identified step

The employment of citations was a common practice in the
corpus studied. Analyses were carried out regarding citation pat-
terns, the ways researchers’ names were expressed, and the
choice of the tenses in the reporting verbs. It is shown that most
Chinese students use various patterns to cite, However, some
strong tendencies towards certain forms were displayed in their
choices, of which the most obvious feature is a tendency to pres-
ent the quoted message-as true or view a researcher in a positive
light, with very few students signaling disagreement or asserting
information to be false, indicating that Chinese students depend
to a large degree on authorities for their own arguments, thus lac-
king a spirit of skepticism in their claims.

In conclusion, Chinese MA theses capture the characteristic
features of academic writing in a general way, but not fully.
There are obvious variations from the findings of Swales (1990)
and other scholars about mature writing. The differences in text
organization as well as the choice of language are attributable to
the contextual factors of the genre itself, including the social and

professional routines of academic writing as well as cultural, dis-
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