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Economic restructuring and demographic change have in recent years placed much strain on

urban areas with the effects falling disproportionately on neighbourhoods that were previously
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global demand. This edited book tells the story of how urban transformation impacts on people’s
lives and everyday interactions — to question where and to whom benefit accrues from these
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Urban Transformations offers insight into both risk and reward as local communities and public
authorities creatively address the challenge of building vital and sustainable urban environments.
The authors in this edited collection argue that understanding the specifics of community, space
and place is crucial to delivering insights into how, where, when, why and for whom urban areas
might successfully transform. The chapters investigate urban change using a range of approaches
and case studies — from the United States to Iran; from the United Kingdom to Canada. The varying

scales at which governance or regeneration initiatives operate, the nature and composition of urban
communities, and the local or global interests of different private sector actors all raise questions
for urban policy and practice. It is important to not only consider the drivers of regeneration, but its
beneficiaries need to be identified.

This edited volume addresses and elaborates on critical issues facing urban transformation and
renewal as a basis for future discussion on strategies for ‘successful’ urban transformation.
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Urban Transformations

Economic restructuring and demographic change have in recent years placed
much strain on urban areas with the effects falling disproportionately on neigh-
bourhoods that were previously underpinned by industry and manufacturing.
This has presented policymakers and city planners with a binary choice: to resist
change and stagnate or to change and attempt to keep up with the pace of global
demand. This edited book tells the story of how urban transformation impacts on
people’s lives and everyday interactions — to question where and to whom benefit
accrues from these changes.

Urban Transformations offers insight into both risk and reward as local com-
munities and public authorities creatively address the challenge of building vital
and sustainable urban environments. The authors in this edited collection argue
that understanding the specifics of community, space and place is crucial to
delivering insights into how, where, when, why and for whom urban areas might
successfully transform. The chapters investigate urban change using a range of
approaches and case studies — from the United States to Iran; from the United
Kingdom to Canada. The varying scales at which governance or regeneration ini-
tiatives operate, the nature and composition of urban communities, and the local
or global interests of different private sector actors all raise questions for urban
policy and practice. It is important to not only consider the drivers of regenera-
tion, but its beneficiaries need to be identified.

This edited volume addresses and elaborates on critical issues facing urban
transformation and renewal as a basis for future discussion on strategies for
‘successful” urban transformation.

Nicholas Wise is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Education, Health and
Community at Liverpool John Moores University, UK.

Julie Clark is a Lecturer in Sociology and Social Policy at the University of the
West of Scotland, UK, specializing in urban policy.
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