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PREFACE

The relations between the European Union and the Western Balkans form a theme
with a deep historical background covered by many discussions and publications.
It is striking to note that current legal and political academic literature has a
tendency to deal with each Western Balkan country separately. In a region where
all things seem related, this approach not only denies a more holistic understand-
ing of the needs to effectively stabilise the Western Balkans but also obscures the
international community’s actions and ambitions in south-eastern Europe. It is my
view that, pending the final status and constitutional settlements in the region, the
European Union will have to take the lead in the international effort to see the
defining processes through. It will have to adapt its policies and instruments to
the new political, legal, economic and social environment and complement them
with the expertise and tools of other international organisations in order to prevent
the outbreak of fresh armed conflict and permanently stabilise the Western
Balkans. Hence, it is useful to evaluate the international community’s efforts at
stabilisation, partnership and integration as applied to the Western Balkans. It is
only by adopting a more interdisciplinary approach to studying the relations
between the European security organisations and all the Western Balkan countries
that one is able to offer insights into the linkages that exist between the different
policies and the contractual relations that underpin them and to make suggestions
how to better organise them. This book offers an academic analysis of the role
and impact of the international community in the Western Balkans, primarily
from an EU perspective.

This book is dedicated to all those who gave their time, insights and support
during the production process. Much credit lies with my family and friends. The
book is also a tribute to the memory of Professor Dr Hein Schermers, who was a
fervent supporter of an all-encompassing approach to the theme. 1 benefited
greatly from his advice in the preparatory stages of this study and thoroughly
enjoyed discussing issues of ‘South Slavia® with him. In the same vein, I would
like to thank Professor Hanspeter Neuhold and Professor Christophe Hillion for
their support. I would like to thank the colleagues at the T.M.C. Asser Institute
for the opportunities to match my academic research with relevant project work in
the Western Balkans. The research has greatly benefited from the insights gleaned
from the commercial activities that I carried out in the region with people from
the region. I would like to express my gratitude to the Director of the T.M.C.
Asser Institute, Professor Frans Nelissen, for providing financial and logistical
support for the production of this book. Special thanks go to Inge van Dun-van
den Bosch and Daniel Stephens for editing and typesetting the manuscript.

Brussels, August 2007 Steven BLOCKMANS
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Western Balkans); University of Texas Libraries (all other maps).
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Croatia — Geographical and political profile

Official name

Republic of Croatia (Republika Hrvatska)

Independence 25 June 1991

Area 56,542 km?

_Ngg_hbouring Bosnia and Herzegovina (932 km), Hungary (329 km), Serbia (241
countries km), Montenegro (25 km), Slovenia (670 km), coastline (5,835 km)
| Population 4.5 million (2007, est.)

.l)z;lsiw 78 inhabitants per km?

_l)i—_str:ibution

53.3% urban population, 46.7% rural population (2002)

Population profile

Croat (89.6%), Serb (4.5%), Bosniak (0.47%), Hungarian (0.37%),
Czech (0.34%), Slovene (0.3%), Roma (0.21%) (2001 census)

Languages Croatian (96.1%), Serbian (1%), other, including Italian, Hungarian,
Czech, Slovak and German (2.9%) (2001 census)
Religions Roman Catholic (87.8%), Orthodox (4.4%), Muslim (1.3%),

Protestant (0.3%), others (6.2%)

| Life expectancy

Average: 74.9 years, male: 71.3 years, female: 78.8 years (2007 est.)

Main political parties
in Parliament (152
seats)

HDZ - Croatian Democratic Union (63), SDP - Social Democratic
Party (34), HNS - Croatian People’s Party (11), HSS - Croatian
Peasants’ Party (9)

President

Stjepan (Stipe) MESIC (HNS, since 18 February 2000)

Prime Minister

Ivo SANADER (HDZ, since 9 December 2003)

Croatia — Economic profile

Goe

Approx. €27.6 billion (2004)

GDP per capita

€6,200 in purchasing power standards (48.86% of EU-25 average)
(2004)

Economic growth

5.3% in 2003: 3.8% in 2004; 4.3% in 2005; 4.6% in 2006

Inflation rate

3.4% (2006 est.)

poverty line

Currency

| Unemployment rate 17.2% (2006 official)
Population below 11% (2003)
Kuna (HRK)

Government budget
balance

-3.9% of GDP

Current account
balance

-7.7% of GDP (second quarter of 2006, four quarter moving
average)

Foreign debt

82.5% of GDP (end 2005)
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Croatia — Economic profile (cont’d)

Natural resources

oil, some coal, bauxite, low-grade iron ore, calcium, gypsum,
natural asphalt, silica, mica, clays, salt, hydropower

Agricultural products

wheat, sugar beets, sunflower seed, barley, alfalfa, clover, olives,
citrus, grapes, soybeans, potatoes, livestock, dairy products

Industries chemicals and plastics, machinery, fabricated metal, electronics, pig
iron and rolled steel products, aluminium, paper, wood products,
construction materials, textiles, shipbuilding, petroleum (refining),
food and beverages, tourism

Export products transport equipment, textiles, chemicals, foodstuffs, fuels

Import products

machinery, transport and electrical equipment, chemicals, fuels and
lubricants, foodstuffs

Most prominent
trading partners

Export: Italy 21.8%, Bosnia and Herzegovina 14.7%, Germany
10.7%, Slovenia 8.1%, Austria 7.3% (2005)

Import: Italy 15.9%, Germany 14.9%, Russia 9.1%, Slovenia 6.8%,
Austria 5.8%, China 4.7%, France 4.2% (2005)

| Trade with the EU

Exports to the EU: 64% of total (€3.92 billion) (2005)
Imports from the EU: 70% of total (€9.78 billion) (2005)
Trade deficit = €5.86 billion

Macedonia — Geographical and political profile

Official name

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Independence 8 September 1991
VArea 25,333 km? o
Neighbouring Albania (151 km border), Serbia (221 km), Bulgaria (148 km),
countries Greece (246 km), coastline (0 km)

Population 2.06 million (2007 est.)

Density 78.7 inhabitants per km?

Population profile

Macedonian (64.2%), Albanian (25.2%), Turkish (3.9%), Roma
(2.7%). Serb (1.8%), Bosniak (0.8%), Vlach (0.5%). other (0.9%)
(2002 census)

: Languages Macedonia (66.5%), Albania (25.1%), Turkish (3.5%), Se—rgia
(1.2%), other (3.7%)
Religions Orthodox (64.8%). Muslim (33.3%), other (1.9%) (2002 census)

Life expectancy

Average: 74.2 years, male: 71.7 years, female: 76.9 years (2007 est.)

Main political parties
in Parliament (120
seats)

VMRO-DPMNE (VMRO-Democratic Party for Macedonia
National Unity) (45), SDSM (Social Democratic Union of
Macedonia) (32), BDI/DUI (Democratic Union of Integration) (17).
PDSh-DPA (Democratic Party of Albanians) (11)

President

Branko CRVENKOVSKI (SDSM, since 12 May 2004)

Prime Minister

Nikola GRUEVSKI (VMRO-DPMNE, since 26 August 2006)




