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Unit One

Vesuvius Erupts

I. About the Author

Pliny the Younger(ca. 62 —113 A.D. ) ,whose name in full is
Caius Plinius Caecilius Secundus wrote a number of letters to the Ro-
man Emperor Trajan which have been found of value for a picture of
the times in which they both lived. The text is a firsthand account of
the events surrounding the eruption of Vesuvius, one of the ancient
world’s most famous upheavals, written by the author to the histori-

an Tacitus.
Il. Explanation to the text

1. Plus: Pliny the elder was commander of the Roman fleet at Mise-
num at the time. It was said that he went ashore to find out the
cause to reassure the terrified citizens. Unfortunately, he was
overcome by the fumes which caused the volcanic acting and died
on August 24, 79 AD.

2. Vesuvius — an active volcano (1200 m. high, 8 km long) loca-
ted in the southeast of Naples, Italy. Its first known eruption (79
AD) destroyed the towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum at its
foot.

3. kinds of fear: from weak degree to strong one
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uneasiness — anxiety — WOITy — Nervousness

apprehension = dread, but the latter is the stronger of the two
Alarm is a sudden fear (usually to groups of people). '
fright =~ alarm, but more to a single experience

Panic is a desperate fear often affecting large groups and causing
uncontrolled behavior.

Terror is a very strong fear.

Horror is a mixture of fear, disgust and surprise.

4. hazards — dangers

10.
11.

. Misenum — an ancient port and naval station in southern Italy, at

the northwestern corner of the Bay of Naples.

. for 1 broke off at the beginning of this part of my story — be-

cause of sorrow of my uncle’s death, I stopped telling my story.
break off — stop suddenly

. Though my mind shrinks from remembering. . . I will begin. —

(here) The author’s mind is as sorrowful a state as Aeneas after
knowing his uncle’s death.

Aeneas — In book II of Aened, the hero Aeneas tells Dido,
Queen of Carthage, about the burning of Troy and his flight with
his father, wife, and son. The wife was lost and died.

. fitfully — irregularly
. tremor — shaking movement of the ground; a quivering sound in

speaking ; an involuntary quivering of the limbs, etc, from weak-

ness, disease or age; a slight shaking movement of a tree.
forecourt — a courtyard in front of a large house or building
Campania — a region in southern Italy. The lowlands in this re-
gion are interrupted by volcanic formations, still partly active,

including Mount Vesuvius.
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12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

folly — foolishness

Some phrases:

on one’s part — for which one is responsible

for one’s part — as far as one is concerned

in part — partly

part and parcel — sth that is naturally a part .

call for — come to fetch (here)

Livy(64 or 59 B.C. — 12 or 17 A.D. ) — the most famous of
the ancient Roman historians. He wrote The Annals of the Ro-
man People in 142 books, of which about one third is extant.
foothardiness — recklessness, stubbornness

totter — stand or walk shakily as if about to overbalance;

to be so weak as to be about to lose authority or power
imminent — coming soon, approaching ( something bad)

We were followed by a panic-stricken mob of people wanting to
act on someone else’s decision in preference to their own (a
point in which fear looks like prudence) , who hurried us on our
way by pressing hard behind in a dense crowd. — A big swarm
of frightened people were close behind us, and they pushed hard
to make their way out of this dangerous spot. They were so hor-
rified that they were not sure of making their own decisions, and
so they would rather follow other people without thinking at all
(a case where one, when extremely overwhelmed with fear,
may become cautious).

stationary — not moveable

stationery — means of writing

Some phrases ;

panic-stricken — for a group of people



22.
23.

24,
25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.
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grief-stricken — for a single person i

mob — disorder

act on — make a decision

act for — represent

act out — make a performance

act up — cause pain/annoyance by functioning badly

in preference to — rather than

prudence — carefulness

strand — leave high and dry

On the landward side a fearful black cloud was rent by forked
and quivering bursts of flame, and parted to reveal great tongues
of fire, like flashes of lighting magnified in size. — On the
land, a terrible scene was clearly seen all around. large seas of
flames were accompanied with forked lighting , splitting the om-
inous clouds. - \

at this point — at this very place or spot; at this moment

so why put off your escape? — So why don’t escape here as
quickly as possible?

We replied that we would not think of considering our own safe-
ty as long as we were uncertain of his. — We answered that we

_were unlikely to consider how we should escape from danger,

unless we were sure that all were safe with him.

blot out — hide from view

Capri — an island in the Gulf of Naples, Italy. It has been a re-
sort for over 2,000 years.

promontory — a long, narrow point of land stretching into the
sea.

kinds of blames.
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31.

32.

33.

blame — stress 1. an attempt to determine who is at fault for
some failure
II. suggests the assigning of guilt or responsi-
bility '

scold — for misbehavior, usu. by sup.erior, such as a teacher or
a parent ‘ ‘ : o
rebuke — speak severely because one has done something wrong
reproach — criticize in a polite or gentle way for somebody has
said or done something wrong
reprimand — criticize severely from a superior
trample — crush under the feet
bewail — moan for
beseech — ask for eagerly
implore — ask for earnestly
entreat — ask for earnestly and seriously
There were people, too, who added to the real perils by inven-
ting fictitious dangers: some reported that part of Misenum had
collapsed or another part was on fire, and through their tales
were false they found others to believe them. — Some people
made up stories saying that part of Misenum had been destroyed
or another part was on fire. The stories made a bad situation
even more frightening though they were only rumors. But still,
there were people who sincerely believed them as true.
I could boast that not a groan or cry of fear escaped me in these
perils, had I not derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot
from the belief that the whole world was dying with me and I
with it. — I dare say that if I.met with such dangers, I would
never utter a single sound of terror. That was because I knew I



34,
35.

I
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would definitely die together with the whole world, which was
going to die with me as the same.
mortal lot — earthly fate

ludicrous — absurd, ridiculous
Some Useful Words and Expressions

Synonyms

shake — the most general term, often as a result of a physical
and external source

quiver — rapid but almost too slight shake or vibration

quake -—— more violent disturbance, a convulsive motion

tremble — a slight but continuous motion on the surface, often
showing a vulnerable attitude .
shudder — tremble suddenly as from horror, fear, disgust or cold
vibrate — shake rapidly back and forth

. yell — cry in a loud and shrill way

dangle — a. hang loosely b. keep before a person’s mind
(with the intention of persuading somebody )
sag —.bend down in some part, esp. in the middle .. .

. scatter — the group is broken up as a result of a random, casual,

or disorganized effort

disperse — the group is broken up permanently or completely, as
a result of disciplined or organized effort.

catch somebody unawares — be completely unexpected to some-
body

leave no stone unturned — try every possible means

go into details — give precise figures

. for good and all — forever
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fix blame on — decide blame for somebody/sth
grit one’s teeth — keep the teeth tightly
6. Some proper nouns:
- <> Oscan — a member of a people anciently living in central Italy
<> Etruscan — an ancient people living in central Italy .
<> Samnite — an ancient people living in south and central of Ita-
ly V '
<> Herculaneum — an ancient town near Naples
<> Constantinople — an ancient city in Byzantine whose name is
Istanbul today

V. Additional Language Work for Practice

I) Transformation work ; finish each of the following sentences in
such a way that it means exactly> the same as the sentence
above it » '

1. There is a six-month time limit on residence at the hostel.

You cannot '
2. Immediately he returned from his run, and he had to reorganize
the morning schedule.
No sooner
3. He seemed to be very wealthy.
He gave
4. He found the pressures of the job intolerable.
He could |

5. Thad better prepare for tomorrow’s training session now.
It’s time

6. The workers did not arrive home until midnight.

It was
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@ Rey:

o AW

. You cannot stay more than six months at the hotel.
No sooner had he returned form his run than he had to reorganize
the morning schedule.

He gave the impression of being very wealthy.

He could not stand up with the pressures of the job.
It’s time I prepared for tomorrow’s training session.

It was not until nﬁdnight that the workers arrived home.

m) Transfonhation work ; rewrite each of the followihg sentences

by using the underlined word(s) , the word(s) should not be
changed in any form

. The ships in the harbor took the full force of the storm.

brunt

. Most of the orders will have been processed by Friday.

bulk

. They renovated and redecorated the old house.

did

. Not much heat came from the radiators.

barely

. In this job you have to work long hours.

involves

. He was given permission to apply for a special training course.

application

4@ Rey:

1.

The ships in the harbor bore the brunt of the storm.
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The bulk of the orders will havé been processed by Friday.

2.
3. They did up the old house.
4. Barely any heat came from the old radiators.
5. This job involves working long hours.
6. He was given permission to put in an application for a special
training course.
HI) Vocabulary
1. The words fought and fort are .
A. homophones B. homographs C. synonyms D. variants
2. All applicants for this job must have a university
A. certificate B. course C. career D. degree
3. Their standard of living is barely above level.
A. subsistence  B. poverty C. assistance D. welfare
4. Because she has two children, Mrs Jones received $ 20 a week in
the form of child
A. dole B. payment C. entitlement D. benefit
5. The Electricity Board has off the supply to that house.
A. broken B. cut C. stopped D. shut
6. During the building of the eighties, many new houses
were built in Docklands.
A. rise B. surge C. boom D. bonanza
7. They had been living beyond their for several years.
A. means B. money C. resources D. status
8. Before he started bodybuilding, Charles was a 40 kg
weakling.
A. small B. slight C. slim D. puny
9. Because of his work for handicapped people, Michael received a(n)
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from the Queen.
A. award B. prize C. order D. reward
10. Motorways generally have three or four . '
A. channels B. tracks C. routes D. lanes
11. Most of the people in the early morning trains are

A. passengers B. travelers C. commuters D. staff.
12. The rocket up into the air at tremendous speed.

A. leapt B. rushed C. pushed D. zoomed
13. Lady Margaret suggested putting on a concert and giving the

to charity.

A. proceeds B. takings - C. tickets D. surplus
14. Every Friday, Andrew signs for unemployment bene-

fit.

A. on B. in C. up D. below

w Eey:

1.A 2D 3 A 4D 5B 6.C 7.A
8. D 9.A 100D 11.C 12.B 13. A 14. A

LGOI~~~ LD~~~ LD~ LN~~~

§Two Words to Avoid, Two to Remember
{ ( For new edition textbook only) 2

I. Explanation to the text

1. The meaning of the title — Avoid using the phrase “if only” , but
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try to remember the phraze “next time” ‘

. Nothing: in life is more exciting and rewarding than the sudden
flash of insight that leaves you a changed person — the quick and
sudden understanding that causes you to be a changed person is
more interesting and satisfying in daily life, it is not only suitable
for the changed person, but also for being a better person than
others

a flash of insight — a quick and sudden undertanding that makes
somebody solve the problem that one has pondered for some time
leave (have) — make somebody remain in a certain state
insight — 1. (into) a chance to understand sth. or learn more a-
bout it; 2. the ability to notice and understand a lot about people
and situation

. Manhattan — a borough of New York City. U.S. A., and it is
the financial, commercial and cultural centre of the city, and ad-
Jacent islots. There are many famous buildings in this district.

. Because of several miscalculation on my part, a project of cunsid-
erable importance in my life had fallen through. — Because of
my wrong estimate, as far as I know, my great ambition in my
life had failed to be achieved.

on one’s part — as far as one is concerned.

fall through — fail to be successful, come to nothing

a project of considerable importance — great ambition

. prospect — a view of what one may expect to happen.

. I sat there frowning at the checkered tablecloth, chewing the bit-
ter cud of hindsight — feeling sadly, I sat there staring at the ta-
blecloth printed with different colours, thinking deeply and re-
peatedly about sth unexpected that had happened.
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frown — show dissatisfaction by moving one’s eyebrows.
the checkered tablecloth — the tablecloth printed with different
colours. -
chew the cud — 1. bring food from the stomach back into the
mouth and chew it again.

2. think deeply to oneself.
hindsight — wisdom or knowledge got only after sth bad has hap-
pened.

7. he came across the. street, finally, muffled in his ancient over-
coat, shapeless felt hat pulled down over his bald head, looking
more like an energetic gnbme than an eminent psychiatrist — at
last, he walked over the street-, wrapped in his old-fashioned o-
vercoat covered his bald head with a shabby felt hat. He looked
like a dwarfish old man full of vitality rather than a well-known
psychiatrist.
muffle — deaden the sound of (here) ; wrap one’s body
ancient (here) — old-fashioned
gnome — a small, ugly man like a creature who lives under-
ground, often guarding treasure
eminent — famous within a particular profession

8. he was close to 80, but he still carried a full case load, still acted
as director of a large foundation, still loved to escape to the golf
course whenever he could — he was nearly 80, but he still had
an/ability to carry a heavy case with full documents in it, still
was a leader of a large foundation, and still liked to spare time to
play golf if possible.

9. invariable — unchanging

10. indestructible — that cannot be destroyed



