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The Politics of Arctic Sovereignty

Interest in Arctic politics is on the rise. While recent accounts of the topic place
much emphasis on climate change or a new geopolitics of the region, the history
of the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) and Arctic politics reaches back much
further in time.

Drawing out the complex relationship between domestic, Arctic, international
and transnational Inuit politics, this book is the first in-depth account of the polit-
ical history of the ICC. It recognises the politics of Inuit and the Arctic as long-
standing and intricate elements of international relations. Beginning with
European exploration of the region and concluding with recent debates over
ownership of the Arctic, the book unfolds the history of a polity that has over-
come colonization and attempted assimilation to emerge as a political actor
which has influenced both Arctic and global governance.

This book will be of strong interest to students and scholars of Arctic politics,
indigenous affairs, IR theory and environmental politics.

Jessica M. Shadian is an Associated Researcher with the Anthropology
Research Team at the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland.
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Preface

When [ first began my research on the politics of the Inuit Circumpolar Council
(ICC) in 2002, many friends, family, and even colleagues were amused by the
prospect that the Arctic, much less its indigenous peoples, could have a politics
at all. Today, Arctic politics is mainstream news. Interviews, documentaries, and
movies about the political, environmental and social characteristics of the Arctic
including the traditional lifestyles of Inuit who live in the region are quite
common. While much of this attention relates to an ice-free Arctic and the con-
sequences of its accompanying resource developments, the political history of
the Arctic’s indigenous peoples is not equally known. Many people assume that
in recent years a new race for the Arctic’s resources has begun, and this race is
also something new for the indigenous peoples who live there. Moreover, many
believe that they only have something to lose from the extraction and develop-
ment of these resources.

What began as my interest in Inuit ideas of sovereignty has expanded
considerably over the years. It has also led me to the understanding that the polit-
ical history of the Arctic’s indigenous peoples and particularly the history of the
ICC have, in fact, always been closely tied to the discovery and development of
the Arctic’s resources. Although the ICC was created in 1977 to address and
help regulate the prospects of offshore oil and gas development where Inuit live,
its political narrative about a pan-Arctic Inuit people goes back much further.
The political history of the Arctic’s Inuit (as a people) has helped to define, has
adapted to, and eventually has helped to change the course of Westphalian pol-
itics. It is this political history that the book explores.
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