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Unfortunately, the field of cancer therapy had not advanced rapidly
enough for Dave to be able to benefit directly from the effort in which he
had taken such an active part. And if he would have lived to attend the
symposium, we hope that he would have been proud of this volume and
its intent to advance the application of metal coordination complexes in
cancer therapy.
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PREFACE

The idea for convening a Fourth International Symposium on
Platinum Coordination Complexes in Cancer Chemotherapy was born in
an assembly of researchers from the Vermont Regional Cancer Center and
the Norris Cotton Cancer Center who shared a common interest in metal
complexes. It was agreed by those assembled that sufficient time had
passed since the Third International Symposium on Platinum Coor-
dination Complexes in Cancer Chemotherapy held in 1976 at the Wadley
Institutes of Molecular Medicine in Dallas, Texas, during which several
advances in the chemistry, biochemistry, pharmacology and clinical use
of platinum complexes had occurred, to warrant a fourth symposium.
Furthermore, intensive investigations in progress were bringing
sophisticated methodologies to bear on the problems in the field, clinical
trials were yielding interesting results, and unique approaches to cancer
therapy were being designed. Therefore, an organizing committee was
formed and planning culminated in the symposium which was held in
Burlington, Vermont, June 22-24, 1983.

This volume includes the manuscripts of the invited speakers from
each of the six sessions representing key aspects relevant to the use of
platinum and other metals as chemotherapeutic agents. These speakers
and session leaders were charged to review recent developments and to
highlight some of the new areas of focus and promise. The abstracts of
the scientific posters which were presented appear in their respective
sections. In order to keep the size of the proceedings to one volume the
authors were unfortunately limited. The questions and discussions
generated by active participation by the attendees are not transcribed and

" it is therefore impossible to capture the excitement and cross-disciplinary
interaction which was present among the 180 participants throughout the
symposium.

The editors wish to thank the contributors for delivering the
manuscripts on schedule, and the session leaders for their assistance with
the editing and refereeing of the manuscripts. Financial assistance in
support of the symposium was provided by several sources as
acknowledged elsewhere in this volume, and this support is gratefully
appreciated. We also thank the other members of the organizing com-
mittee. The program committee deserves the credit for assembling
speakers and special thanks is reserved for Joan MacKenzie, who along
with staff of the Vermont Regional Cancer Center, provided the local
arrangements which contributed to the effective exchange of ideas and the
success of the symposium.

Miles P. Hacker, Evan B. Douple and Irwin H. Krakoff
August, 1983
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