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Introduction: What This Book Will Do for You

Learning a new language is a lifetime challenge that can be lots
of fun, but sometimes it can be very frustrating. Many times,
your school textbook doesn’t help you because it assumes you
are already familiar with all the basics of the English language.
The good news is this book can help. It starts from the beginning
with parts of speech and then moves on to spelling, vocabulary,
and punctuation. Once you have firmly established this founda-
tion, you will be ready to write sentences, and later, essays and
stories. Every section has lots of examples and an exercise
group to help make sure that you understand the material. In ad-
dition, nearly 75 percent of the 62 sets of exercises have a theme
associated with Social Studies or Science, so at the same time
you are learning English, you are also learning Social Studies or
Science. It’s easy to find the areas you have questions about be-
cause all the basics are right here in this book. Finally, for the
Internet surfers, each chapter contains web addresses where
you can surf to read additional information about the topics dis-
cussed. It is not necessary to refer to these sites, as each section
is concisely but thoroughly explained within the pages of the
chapter. Nonetheless, if surfing through the ocean of cyberspace
is fun for you, just look for the Surf’s Up! box and check out
the web pages listed there.

Do you want to improve how you speak and write in English?
If so, start in wherever you feel comfortable. Everything is here
waiting for you. You'll discover just how painless it is to im-
prove your English skills!

Web Addresses Change!

You should be aware that addresses on the World Wide Web
are constantly changing. Although every attempt has been made
to provide you with the most current addresses available, the na-
ture of the Internet makes it virtually impossible to keep abreast
of the many changes that seem to occur on a daily basis.

If you should come across a web address (URL) that no
longer appears to be valid, either because the site not longer ex-
ists or because the address has changed, don’t panic. Simply do a
key word search on the subject matter in question. For exam-
ple, if you are interested in finding out more about compound-
complex sentences and the particular address appears to be




INTRODUCTION

invalid, do a search for various words related to compound-
complex sentences. These are the key words. A key word
search might include, for example, sentence types. If an initial
key word search provides too many potential sites, you can al-
ways narrow the number of choices by doing a second key word
search that will limit your original search to only those sites that
contain the terms from both your first and second searches.

WARNING: Not every response to your search will match
your criteria, and some sites may contain adult material. If you
are ever in doubt, check with a parent, teacher, or librarian who
can help you.
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WHAT IS A NOUN?

The English language divides words into eight parts of speech:
nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions,
conjunctions, and interjections. These parts of speech are the
“building blocks” of good English. All of these building blocks
are necessary for you to understand so that you can better speak
and write English. Let’s start out with one of the most important
parts of speech—the noun.

WHAT IS A NOUN?

Nouns are important because without them you wouldn’t be
able to name anything. You wouldn’t have a name, and neither
would your friends! Thankfully, you have nouns. A noun is a part
of speech that names

e A person

e A place

A thing

An idea
An animal
A quality
An activity

Below are some examples of nouns. Notice their variety.

Juan is reading. (a person)

Dallas is north of Houston. (a place, a place)

The rock is very heavy. (a thing)

Philosophy is very interesting. (an idea)

My cat is chasing the mouse. (an animal, an animal)
Overcoming fear requires great courage. (a quality, a quality)

Finally, we have:
Writing is important. (an activity)

This last example is a little confusing. Writing is a noun because
it names an activity; it isn’t performing the activity, which is
what a verb does. By contrast, notice how writing is used in the
following sentence:

Roberto is writing his name.
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Here, writing is a verb, rather than a noun because it is the
action Robert is performing.

This variety makes the noun important in the English
language. We can name so many things! Before we go on, try the
following exercises. They will give you a chance to identify the
different types of nouns and what they name.

BRAIN TICKLERS!
@ ;fQ Set #1

READING AND WRITING IN ENGLISH

Identify the nouns in each of the sentences below
and underline them.

EXAMPLE:
My name is Elissa.

1. Ms. Garcia is my language arts teacher.

<

//&6 2. She has lived in the United States for ten
i years.

3. Reading is an important skill to learn.
4. We read stories from all over the world.

5. Besides being a good reader, I also want to be able to write
English well.

6. Ithink reading stories will help me to learn to write English.

7. Reading and writing English well will take time and hard
work.

8. I'spend time every day learning new words and using the
new words in sentences.

9. I write my words and sentences in my notebook.

10. Last week, I wrote a story in my notebook and then typed it
on the computer.

(Answers are on page 247.)

As you can see, there are a great many nouns. You can learn
about nouns more easily by dividing them into groups and
learning about those groups. Let’s begin by grouping nouns into
proper nouns and common nouns.




