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Introduction

This is the second edition of a book that started
out in 2004 with the goal of teaching introduc-
tory sociology students something about the
field of sociology in Canada. We believed that
a short book of readings could be useful in
two-term introductory sociology courses—
whether at universities or community col-
leges—to complement the main textbook.

We also believed that many instructors of
introductory sociology at Canadian colleges
and universities would ask their students to
read such a book if the selection and editing
were effective. Such a book would introduce
new Canadian sociology to undergraduate
students in small, manageable pieces, and
it would let professional sociologists know
about some of the newer work emerging at
Canadian colleges and universities. Ideally,
this book would be revised every few years, to
reflect new developments in Canadian sociol-
ogy. All royalties would go to the Canadian
Sociological Association (CSA).

The popular response to the first edition
has supported our optimistic belief: the book
was a success and was used in many class-
rooms. So now we are back with new articles
and a new edition.

Like the first edition, the second edition
of Reading Sociology: Canadian Perspectives is
organized around the major topic of sociology.
It includes pieces selected from the best papers
submitted and chosen for presentation at the
2010 csA Conference in Montreal. As with
the first edition, we followed a simple course:
presenters were asked to send a brief, readable
précis of their paper (roughly 2,000 words
long). We, the book editors, checked them for
quality and readability, and requested speedy
revisions where needed. We then assembled
the revised papers into a manuscript and pro-
vided it to the publisher a mere three months
after the conference: something of a record in
academic publishing.

Still, the book in your hands is the result
of extensive collaboration between the book
editors and the authors of the more than 60
pieces it contains, and between the CSA and
Oxford University Press. The book departs
in only a few ways from what we originally
imagined. Specifically, in some sections, we
have included shortened versions of papers
recently published in the Canadian Review of
Sociology (CRS)—the journal of the CSA—to
round out the selection.

Unlike the first edition, this second one
includes a cross-referencing system to help
instructors and students. As instructors are
well aware, social processes, and sociologi-
cal inquiry into them, are not easy to cate-
gorize into the simple, focused topics of the
introductory text book. In fact, the strength
of much sociological research is precisely in
its revealing of connections between mul-
tiple processes. As such, most of the articles
included could have been placed into a
number of different sections. Conversely, a
grouping of four or five articles could never
perfectly reflect the depth and variability of
research going on in any one topic. But by
considering overlap of topics within chap-
ters, readers can get a broader idea of how
Canadian sociologists are thinking about cul-
ture, globalization, or any of the other topics.

Instructors and students can use the sec-
tion titles listed under each article title in the
table of contents to consider how any one
article is connected to other conceptual top-
ics in the book. Instructors: you can use this
system to generate discussion questions, and
to help you decide what articles to teach and
when. So, if, for example, you don't like some
of the papers that we have chosen to place
in the States and Government section, you
can easily locate other articles to substitute.
Perhaps one of the other chapters is closer
to your research interests, and thus more
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interesting to teach. This system simplifies the
searching process, saving the time required to
read all of the papers. Students: you can use the
system when studying. The cross-references can
draw your attention to the processes going on in
a paper besides the main topic of focus—aspects
that you might not have noticed during your first
reading. Instead of just trying to memorize what
an article is saying, you can ask yourself, What
does this chapter tell me about inequality? work?
the life course? or whatever other topics the chap-
ter is cross-referenced with. This thinking process
can help you remember more about the chapter.

In the long run, being able to read course mate-
rials in this way (conceptually) is useful, regardless
of what major you end up choosing. Test graders
are always impressed when students demonstrate
creative and critical thinking by using their course
work in unique ways to formulate answers. And
as you go on in academia, such creative, lateral
thinking is ever more important. It helps you dis-
cover the anomalies, contradictions, or outright
voids in existing research that inspire essay ideas
in later classes, and research ideas later in your
academic career. Some of the connections we have
drawn are obvious, and others more conceptual.
Practise seeing the connections we have noted, and
also remember that there are many more possible
conceptual connections among the pieces than we
have highlighted. Now that you know what we
mean by ‘seeing the connections’ among different
pieces, try finding conceptual connections among
sections and chapters that we haven't suggested.
We hope that this new element in the second edi-
tion proves useful to students and instructors alike.

In preparing this book, we have received won-
derful co-operation from the authors of the pieces
included: thank you, authors, for your patient
help. More importantly, thank you for your
insight and creativity—as revealed in the pages
of this book. The reader will note that many of
the included pieces are by new scholars—doctoral
candidates and junior faculty members through-
out Canada. The energy and imagination of our
youngest sociologists gives us a great deal to look
forward to in years to come.

To judge from the papers in this book, Canadian
sociology is in a state of creative ferment right now.
Here we see evidence of many theoretical and
methodological approaches, and a smorgasbord of
topics, ranging from the obvious to the surprising.
Readers of this book will be struck by the energy,
curiosity, and ambition of our authors. So sit back,
dip into the book, enjoy, and reflect.

In preparing the book, we received great help
from Adrianna Robertson, a recent graduate of
the University of Toronto, who assisted with cor-
respondence and administration of the project.
Adrianna ensured that everything we received
was reviewed and revised, and that nothing got
lost. She also invested a great deal of time in put-
ting together the glossary and drafting questions.
Thank you, Adrianna.

At Oxford University Press, Allison McDonald
developed a plan for the book and made sure that
we stayed on track; and after her departure, we were
guided by Tamara Capar, who was also helpful and
encouraging. Thank you, Allison and Tamara. You
made the birth of this book easier, and were fun to
work with. In the last stages, we were helped and
advised by Tara Tovell, who copy-edited the large,
unruly manuscript, bringing it into conformity with
scholarly expectations. Thank you, Tara, for mak-
ing this book finally have the appearance (as well as
content) of an Oxford University Press book. We
enjoyed working with you.

Thanks go, finally, to the various presidents of
the CSA—especially Harley Dickinson and John
Goyder—who provided the institutional encour-
agement a project like this needs.

As expected, the editorial collaboration was
an education in itself, with each editor learning
something from the other. Mostly it was fun, and
we hope you enjoy the book!

Lorne Tepperman
University of Toronto

Angela Kalyta
McGill University
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e Part|
What ,S,Sdllogy?

ike all scientists, socrologrsts have their own set of theorencal and methodologrcal tools for studyrng
I_the world. When we are wckag through assumptions about how the world is, we are dealing with
theory. All of us use theories every day. We need accurate assumptrons about how the world works to
‘navigate it—to move toward the thmgs we want and avoid the thrngs that we don't. ‘Pney are tools, like
flashlights: amid the mess of reality, they hrghlrght where we should look for causal explanations. For ex-
ample, you may have chosen to come to unwersrty onthe assumption thata post—secondary education
would help you get a better job. , L o '

All sciences have basic theoretical foundaUOns that gurde them to examrne some causal relation-
ships over others. For example, psychologists explai in human action by referring to how the human brain
works. They may talk about bidogical processes like the nervous system, or chemical and hormonal
reactions, by way of explanation. Sociol OgiStS"thedretical ébmitﬁierit to social context leads them to
look at very different things, among them, cultural understandrngs and practrces posmons within a
social structure and the relationships that bind them and distribution of opportunities and constramts

But the relationship between the external reahty around us and the ideas that we have about it is
not a simple one. Our ideas—our theories—can be more or less accurate Just because you assume
that school will get you a good job does not make it so. As humans, much of our success. is due to
being able to constanﬂy go back and forth between theories and realrty, bnngmg our ideas about
how the world works closer to how it actualiy does work so we r:an act more effectwely on it. When
we are doubtlng how we know what we know, we are deahng wrth methodo/ogy The way that science
resolves these doubts is through empmcal observatr@n For thss, we develop methods for extractlng
information from the worid around us. Throughout this book, you will read artrcles that use various
sources of data to make an argument about the sacrai werld rncludmg statisticai surveys, interviews,
historical documents, and cultural texts (newspapers songs etq). ”,

But the cha lenge isnt over once we have mformaﬁo er that, Fwe must rnterpret what it
means—what it tells us about the world we are trying to understanﬁ n th first section of the book,
Bruce Curtis reminds Us that data even seemrngly straightforward statistics, do not expiam themselves.
The socrologrcal rnterpretanon of statrstrcs is afways a narrative construction, and sometnmes an ideo-
- logrcal act. Alone, data are nathmg more than fragments o reahty‘tahat have been snrpped apart for us




2 Partl WhatlsSociology?

to more easily see and think about. They are merely pieces of the puzzle. When we are trying to put the
~§3ie‘cés together into a bigger picture, we must use theoretical assumptions. Curtis argues that we need

to uphold constant vigilance, or in his words, be reflexive: we need to remain willing to interrogate our
r‘assumptiensfrﬁ@f what our data represent and how to make sense of it. We too are social beings, and
our context provides us with interpretive habits that we must be aware of Jean-Philippe Warren helps

to make thas point by exploring how French- and English-Canadian sociologists produce very different
kinds of work, based on different methodological and theoretical practices. Patricia McGuire ponders

- how mainstream sociological assumptions and practices are rooted in a European way of knowing
and rnaking sense of the world. She explores how sociology might be enriched by Aboriginal ways

. of knowing. There was a widespread feeling among conference attendees that McGuire was at the
‘cutting edge’ of indigenous studies and was saying much of what needed to be said, however simply.

- But there is an even bigger problem of interpretation, We said above that knowing the world
makes it easier to act on it effectively, to manipulate the external world in a way that produces a
needed result. This is a problem for sociologists: what information should we look for? How should we
use the information we find? This is a normative dilemma. Doctors are pﬁvileged by having a unified

| idea m‘ the goal @f their work: preserving human health—prolonging life, postponing death, curing
Hness etc. Few humans would deny this is a worthwhile goal. However, people are often divided

L abouz the goals of sociological research, so there can be la rge political implications when sociologists
uncover evidence that favours a particular side. Unlike the molecules, masses, and tissues that other

. ,scnemists study, our subJect matter can hear- what we say about it, and use that information to change
itself. And 50, soc:oiogrsts are forced to consider the broader social implications of their findings. In

- doing so, they must decide whether they want to uncover information that works toward one result
or kan‘okthe"r a§ well as which discussions they want to stay out of. For sociologists, there is no way out

| ofthi

mative drlemma , , o ~
Throughout the book we see debates about whrch methods and theories best clarify specific phe-

nomena Ho in thrs sectson, we devote most of our attention to the normative debate about

purpose: name y, what is the ultimate geal of socrology (and sociologists)? Eglin describes three dif-
ferent perspectlves on the role of the soceolognst Helmes-Hayes, almost by way of illustration, explores

the contrrbutron of one prominent Canadian socro}oglst John Porter, reminding us of the important

role socrclogrsts can play as public mtellectuals Warren explains how and why French and English-
Canadian socrologles have drverged in the later decades of the twentieth century. McGurre displays
her commltment toa broader social cause, advocatmg for an Abongmal sociology that could create
mformatron that helps rather rhan hmders Aborxgrnal commumtres Curtis reminds us that statistics
never speak for themselves——m fact we have to speak for them; and Warren explains why different
‘communities of sociol logists tend to tell drfferent kinds of stories.




