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The proceedings relating to the Request for Advisory Opinion submitted by the
Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission were instituted on 28 March 2013 by a
request for an advisory opinion transmitted to the Tribunal by the Permanent
Secretary of the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission.

The Tribunal delivered its Opinion on 2 April 2015.

The written proceetings, oral arguments and documents in the case
are published in two tomes:

Tome | Written proceedings (part I)
Tome I1 Written proceedings (part IT), minutes of public sittings and
documents

L’instance relative a la Demande d’avis consultatif soumise par la Commission
Sous-Régionale des Péches fut introduite le 28 mars 2013 par une demande
d’avis consultatif adressée au Tribunal par le Secrétaire permanent de la
Commission Sous-Régionale des Péches.

Le Tribunal a rendu son avis le 2 avril 2015.

Les piéces de la procédure écrite, les plaidoiries et les documents
relatifs a I’affaire sont publiés dans deux tomes :

Tome | Pieces de la procédure écrite (partie I)
Tome 11 Pieces de la procédure écrite (partie II), procés-verbal des
audiences publiques et documents
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Written Statement of the United Nations

Case No. 21
Request for an advisory opinion submitted by the Sub-Regional Fisheries
Commission (SRFC)

Written statement submitted to the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea by the Secretary-General of the United Nations

1. On 28 March 2013, a Request for an advisory opinion under article 138 of the Rules
of the Tribunal was submitted to the Tribunal by the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission
pursuant to article 33 of the Convention on the Determination of the Minimal Conditions for
Access and Exploitation of Marine Resources within the Maritime Areas under Jurisdiction
of the Member States of the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission.

2. On 24 May 2013, the Tribunal adopted an Order on the conduct of the proceedings in
Case No. 21 concerning the Request for an Advisory Opinion submitted by the Sub-Regional
Fisheries Commission (SRFC)(Request for Advisory Opinion submitted to the Tribunal). By
that Order, the Tribunal, inter alia, “invited, in accordance with article 133, paragraph 3, of
the Rules of the Tribunal, the States Parties to the Convention, the SRFC and the other
organizations [...] to present written statements on the questions submitted to the Tribunal
for an advisory opinion™.

3. On 5 June 2013, pursuant to the said Order, the United Nations was invited to present
a written statement on the questions submitted to the Tribunal for an advisory opinion.
Accordingly, the following statement is submitted.

Introduction

4, The present statement focuses on the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (“the Convention™) and the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
(“the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement™).! It also highlights potentially relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations and reports of the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

5. This statement does not provide information regarding other potentially relevant
international instruments, such as those adopted under the auspices of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements, since the secretariats of those entities have also been invited
to provide statements to the Tribunal.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
6. The Convention sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans

and seas must be carried out.” In this regard, the Convention establishes the limits of the
maritime zones and sets out the respective rights and obligations of States on all aspects of

' As of 27 November 2013, the Convention had 166 parties, including the European Union, and the
United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement had 81 parties, including the European Union.
* As recognized by the General Assembly (see General Assembly resolution 67/78).



