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L Synopsis )

As the saying goes, “Speech is silver.” But I dislike talkative people, especially those
who enjoy talking all the time, paying no attention to the feelings of their listeners, and
who are vain and tend to show off their views by repetition. But I don’t mean to hate all
speeches and all speakers. To my mind, speech is a gift. Without it, communication would
break down and civilization would become impossible.

Is silence always golden? I don’t think so. I have learnt the lesson from bitter experi-
ence that silence can get one into trouble. One such experience took place on a visit to
Stratford-on-Avon. As an Oxford undergraduate, I took a group of visiting Chinese schol-
ars to the town. When I found that I was given too little money by an elderly professor to
buy the tickets at the station, I didn’t tell him the truth. Instead, I spent my own money to
make up the difference. But the professor mistook the change as his own and put it all into
his own pocket. This failure to speak out made the trip a most miserable one for me. An-
other experience was even more unpleasant. During my operation, I was so sensitive to
being called “finicky” by the nurse that I chose to keep silent to curb my anger. But my si-
lence made me shake with agitation, leaving my body out of control. I almost lost my life
through my silence. But silence is better than evasive speech. When a person doesn’t want
to tell the truth, it is meaningless to take part in any communication, whether as a speaker
or listener.



College English Extensive Reading (3)
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Stratford-on-Avon:

Stratford-on-Avon is a market town situated in the heart of the British midlands, on
the River Avon. Dating back to medieval times, Stratford owes its fame to its associations
with William Shakespeare. Hundreds of thousands of tourists visit the town each year to
step inside Shakespeare’s birthplace, visit Shakespeare’s grave in Holy Trinity Church, en-
joy a theatre performance by the Royal Shakespeare Company, and relax in some of
England’s finest gardens.

Ean

S

Mﬁ\ 111. Suggestions for teaching )

1. A proverb is a common, repeated and generally known statement that contains a gene-
ral piece of wisdom. It is usually based on common sense or practical experience and has
been handed down from generation to generation. The function of a proverb is to make
the wisdom it imparts seem to be self-evident. Many proverbs serve to give advice, ad-
monitions or moral lessons. They are a few words to not more than one sentence in
length and are stated in a manner that is easily remembered. “Speech is silver, silence is
golden” is an oft-quoted proverb, in which speech and silence are put together to high-
light the value of silence. In the text, by dividing the proverb into two parts and then
developing them separately, the author presents his views on speech and silence with his
own experiences.

2. The essay addresses the value of speech and silence. The title suggests that the text con-
sists of two parts — speech as the one and silence as the other. The author is concerned
about communication skills. He shows no preference for either talkative people or those
who like to keep silent. Help students to get the main points of the text by asking the
following .

1) List the types of people mentioned in the text who are unpleasantly talkative.

2) What happened when the author bought tickets for a group of visiting Chinese schol-
ars on a visit to Stratford-on-Avon?

3) Did the author tell the senior professor what happened?

4) Do you think the professor deliberately took the tickets along with the change?

5) Why did the author say that this trip to Stratford-on-Avon was a most miserable one
for him?

6) Why did the author choose to keep quiet in his operation for acute appendicitis?

2.



Unit One 1. Speech versus Silence

7) Did his silence help him get through the operation? Why or why not?
8) Why did the doctor keep silent when asked about the operation?

3. The proverb is set at the beginning, with the question raised provocatively and illustra-
ted by personal experiences. This is the pattern the author used to organize his essay. In
so doing, the author’s reaction to the proverb and his own ideas on speech and silence
are presented. The teacher might ask the students to give some other proverbs they are
familiar with. They should be encouraged to argue for or against the proverbs with
their own experiences.

kN IV. Sentences for the students to use as models )

1. If you have to suffer, it is much better to suffer in the company of some fellow suffer-
ers, for any suffering can be made lighter when shared. (L. 10)

2. Besides fulfilling the basic need of communication, speech is also necessary to spiritually
enrich our lives. (L.46)

3. In fact you’ve lost your power of communication, and a breakdown in communication
can often land you in trouble. (L.61)

4. Speech was my undoing, and silence was my doom. (L. 109)

:\

V. Key to Lesson 1 . )

Comprehension of the text.

. DT 22F 3T HF F 6F DT 8T

2. HC 2)A 3D 49C 5H A 6B

3. D KIEERONEZRAN, ARBH, RATH EARMBA]. TTREA A, AT3E

UL LE SE ARG IHMR , T B A FIE A A RHRIE AT Ak .

2) MR TIER A B AEE A ARRZITE . AR LU AR a0 LR AE , LI Z
FHAERERANTE , BHFBEZREL S RPN E .

3) ARLEA O A WA BRI AEIK , BB 3200l , il IR RS MR85 & 8.0 A Y.

4) REACWEMN EEEHEEARL T, EEFEMEEHRRN. FTLL RBAH B X @
Bk, BR HKBREARRREHET.

5) B¥ I WERBUASHS TR EE R AT
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{

6) BT RERHREE, SF BURRBR A B2 R R A, TREXHARMARE R LR B
WA 53Ut MU b R0 1% B A MRS S B
7 BEARBRRSA K, BET—H R R AT,

Learning to use phrases and expressions from the text.

1. 1) obvious 2) fares 3) administer 4) to summon 5) revived
6) dose 7) trivial 8) is associated with 9) elaborate 10) repetition

2. 1) A) to add to an amount required  #pE

B) to invent (a story) #Rik
C) to end a quarrel and become friends again  FI4f
D) to form or constitute Y

2) A) the outside limit of an area (JK)i#i
B) nervous B ANE
C) a slight advantage #ESHILE
D) to move slowly and carefully in a particular direction # ()

3) A) (obtained) from FEMF------
B) from a particular number  pA+e---- i
C) without %%
D) because of HF

3. 1) Teenage readers felt he was on their side against their parents and teachers. Older

readers felt he was on their side against their bosses at work.

2) Many people are uneasy in the company of strangers.

3) If you follow these instructions to the letter you will succeed in this task.

4) He tends to get a bit carried away when he’s dancing and he starts spinning and lea-
ping all over the place.

5) That’s out of the question: Mary is much too busy to look after her children.

6) I had a lot of quarrels with my parents when I was a teenager.
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2. Why Not Speed Up Your
Reading?

U

N L. Suggestions for teaching )

1. The essay focuses on the importance of fast reading and the way to pick up reading
speed. The teacher might ask the students the following questions as a warm-up.
1) Do you think "a slow reader is l'ikely to read with better understanding than a fast
reader?
2) Do you agree that fast reading is bound to sacrifice accuracy?
3) Why do you think we need to increase our reading speed?
4) Are you a fast reader?

2, The teacher might involve the students in taking a test on their own reading speed so
that they would have a rough idea of whether they are fast readers. The teacher can en-
courage the students to read the text from the beginning to Line 51 as quickly as possible
without unnecessarily sacrificing accuracy. The students should check the time and see
how long it has taken them to finish this part. Then ask them to do the “true or false”
exercise. And finally they can find out their reading speed in words per minute and
their percentage in comprehension. '

3. The teacher should check on the reading speed of some of the students. Then the
teacher might explain that reading speed often varies according to the type of the read-
ing materials. A reading speed of several thousand words a minute is useful for people
burdened with masses of documents, but not for study or research purposes nor for rec-

-5-



College English Extensive Reading (3)

reational reading: Who would want to finish a good novel in twenty minutes? Howev-
er, many people do not know how to “shift gears” — they read everything at the same
speed and they do not know how to increase or decrease their reading speed. The au-
thor traces the reading problem back to the early school days when the students were
forced to read materials too difficult for them. Bad reading habits can be and should be
broken, and the author recommends some ways to cultivate better reading habits.

4. Ask the students to read the 11 pieces of advice suggested at the end of this lesson. And
then they are to answer the question: “What are the author’s suggestions for speeding
up our reading? Do you appreciate any of his ideas?”

5. Finally, tell the students not to forget the importance of their reading speed if they get
involved in executive work one day. Just as the author points out in this article: “In
getting a job or advancing in one, the ability to read and comprehend quickly can mean
the difference between success and failure.”

N el
]
V™ 1L Sentences for the students to use as models

¥
|5
ko

1. In getting a job or advancing in one, the ability to read and comprehend quickly can
mean the difference between success and failure. (L.4)

2. If the subject matter were difficult, careful reading was justified; when it was easy. he
should have zipped through it. (L.24)

3. Bad readers trudge home with briefcases bulging with material that should have been
read on the job. (L.32)

4. He soon found that he was concentrating so hard on keeping up with the machine that
he was no longer aware of the noise. (L.54)

5. The secret of success is constant practice. The pay-off will be worth the effort. (L.113)

111, Key to Lesson 2 )

Comprehension of the text.

. DT 22F 3T &F DF 60T DF 8 F

220D 22D 3 C 49 B 5 A



nit One 2. Ty Wok Speed Wp Your Reading?

3. 1 {ERE], R BEAR L P S T & b — R B KRS 8], T B 8 K B R A —

i

HEAR 123 H BRTE b B9 ETRTE .

2) MR bEiER) TENARER D MR EN SR, WRARS MatixRE
BT .

3) BIRARAE N 5 A MO AT T VR A 1] B 52 BB R EERE A SCRA IR & .

4) [T e A T A DRSS MR SR R A S 0T, A e A AR BRI 5, AR R R T 2
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6) WrRARA: B kRl — A2k SRR B R B O b BURA ETE T X — BT i
FIUES LR PEEREE .

Learning to use phrases and expressions from the text.

1.

1) aware 2) underlined 3) scanned 4) advanced
5) enroll 6) diagnosed 7) handy 8) constant
9) increasingly

Dg 2)e 3i. Ha H h 6j Db 8d 9Dec 1OTL.



