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EA IR 145:134. . Thinking about it
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Jane Goodall - Reading for the main idea
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- Thinking about it
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- Antonyms Short answers
- One word, two meanings

~ Collocations and expressions
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- One word, two meanings ‘Be used to’ and ‘used to’
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s
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Elvis Presley

IR 4R - EERTF

Do you know these words? {RiAiRX LG 2

~ awesome (adj):
['o:som]
AR, AR

censor (v):
['senso] i & (B HI%) -

country music (n):

gospel (n):
['gospal] 4 # %

heart failure (n):
LI, DUEREE

rebel (n):

['rebol] R &, RAF

rh\ and blues (n):
Vg (- Fh i e 2

%E&A%&P)
succumb (.

[so'kam] J# IR

twisting (adj):
['twistip] #1200

causing a person to feel admiration and ~
respect or fear and worry (line 34)

to remove parts of a book, film or /
artwork that might oﬁend or npset Vel el
(line 24)

a style of music from the south and
western areas of the USA (lme 5

a type of ChriSﬁ;m*music SRE R oo
usually sung by Afncan—Amencan Singers
(line 6) .

a medlcal condition in vﬁu&;ﬁ,
person’s heart stops, and 4%&%
cause death (lme 3) : b

a person who dae& net »
ideas of the majomy ;

to accept ~defeatiby ; someﬁling Str
than yourself (line 31)

moving side to side (lme 24) /




Chapter 1 Elvis Presley

COMPREHENSION jisI2

Passage i®X
Read this profile. LI FAYIEA

He was, and is, known as ‘The King’, had 18 American number one

hits, and was the first real rock ‘n’ roll star. Elvis Presley was born in
1935 in poverty, died in 1977 of heart failure caused by drug use, and
in the 42 years in between became the world’s most popular entertainer.

In the 1950s, Elvis Presley changed the face of popular music 5
forever. His music was a mixture of black gospel and rhythm and blues,
and white country music. Before Elvis, no one had combined black and
white popular music so successfully. This was mainly because, in 1950s
America, most white people still lived apart from their black neighbors.
Elvis’ early rhythm and blues 10
hits like ‘That’s All Right Mama’
(1954) made him a local hero
among blacks and whites alike.
However, it was not until he
signed his first big recording 15
contract with the company RCA
that he became known
nationally.

It was not Elvis’ music alone

which won him his fans, but his 20



Elvis Presley

performing style, too. At a time when television was new and very

popular, Elvis’ powerful image as a rebel appealed to young people all
over America. He sang with feeling, and moved on stage in the same
way. In fact, his twisting hips even led to some TV shows censoring his
performances! Elvis sang of teenage love in ‘Heartbreak Hotel' (1956),
and shook everyone up with ‘Hound Dog’ in the same year. He was at
the peak of his success in the late 1950s, and inspired new stars like
Gene Vincent and Eddie Cochran.

Elvis was less successful during the 1960s, and by the 1970s was
mainly working just in Las Vegas, where he performed a live show. He
began to decline at this time as he succumbed to the temptations of his
rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle. When he died in 1977, he was overweight and
addicted to drugs. However, in his prime Elvis was a great musician and
an awesome performer, and his influence can still be seen in much of

today’s music.

Passage




Chapter 1 Elvis Presley

READING SKILLS [#iE#515
Scanning Ji&

When we scan a piece of writing, we look at it quickly. Often we are looking for a
specific word or fact.

For example, we may scan a newspaper to look for a job in the employment section
or to quickly find a weather report. We use this skill many times a day without even
realizing that we are doing it. '

Throughout this book you will be asked to scan passages to locate specific
information.

Look at this table and notice the information you need to complete it. Now

quickly scan the passage to find the information. iFH FAIZK, EREHAN
W7, FERL, HHHHPFINEEA LR,
Elvis Presley

1 Born: 3 Number of #1 hits:

2 Nickname: 4 Died:

Skimming ggist

When we skim a piece of writing, we read it quickly as we do when we scan it.
Unlike scanning, however, when we skim a passage, we are usually trying to
understand the overall meaning without picking up on all the details.

When skimming a passage, quickly read through the beginning, middle, and end to
help you understand the overall meaning.

Read through these events. Then quickly skim the passage to put them in
order. Number the boxes 1-4. ifi—iiLl 41, WsikiR LG # & Lok L )7
GIETTHA. ‘

Elvis performed regularly in Las Vegas.

Elvis’ performances on TV were censored because of his dancing.

Elvis died overweight and addicted to drugs.

B3
[
[
El

Elvis signed a recording contract with RCA.




Elvis Presley Comprehension

Reading for detail #;i#i& ¥

Details are the small pieces of information in a passage. They expand on the main
idea and make the writing more interesting.

This book helps you to practice this skill by asking you to decide which details are
important and relevant to the passage.

Read the passage again. Then choose the best response. Circle the letter. ffif
S, R R

1 Elvis Presley was the first ... 3 What made some TV shows censor
a) real rock ‘1’ roll star. Elvis' performances?
a) The way it combined black and

b) famous black singer.
white popular music.

¢) poor singer.
b) His twisting hips.

2  What did fans like about Elvis, apart ¢) His singing.
from his music? -
a) His performing style. 4 Where did Elvis mainly work in the

1970s?

b) His voice.
a) All over America.

¢) His good looks.
‘p) In Las Vegas.

¢) On television.

Now check your answers.

Question 1: The answer is a). The passage says that Elvis’ ‘music combined
black and white popular music, but Elvis was not black, so b) is
incorrect. Although Elvis came from a poor background, the |
passage does not say that he was the first poor singer, soc)is

: incorrect. ieic SpoRsi e g
' Quesﬁon 2: ‘Tlvle answer is a). Although fans may have admlred Elvis’ voice
~ and good looks, they are not mentioned in the passage, so b) and
¢) are incorrect. In paragraph three, it says that his performing
style won him fans. ;

-

- Question 3: The answer is b). In paragraph three it says that Elvis' ‘twisting
L hips even led to some TV shows censoring his performances!’.

The answer is b). Although Elvis may have performed in other
plaees during the 1970s, the important word in this question is
“mainly’. In paragraph four it says that by the 1970s, Elvis was
 mainly working in Las Vegas.




Chapter 1 Elvis Presley

Reading for the main idea i ) 818

When we read a passage or an article, it is important to be able to understand the
main idea and what the author is trying to say.

Often we can tell what a piece of writing is going to be about before we read it. We
can get clues from the photographs or from the title. These usually give us an idea
of the content. Other clues are often found in the opening paragraph. Most writers
start by giving the main idea of the passage, and then they proceed with the details
that expand on that idea.

Choose the best response. Circle the letter. i 1EEEK.

1 The passage is mainly about ...
a) music in America.

b) the life of Elvis Presley.

¢) how to lead a rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle.

2 Choose another title for the passage.
a) ‘Local Hero'.

b) ‘Elvis — The Las Vegas Years’.
¢) ‘The King'.

check your answers.




Elvis Presley Comprehension

Inferring 3 i

Sometimes, important information is hinted at, but not directly stated. In these
cases, we must use inference to guess what the writer is actually saying.

We infer every day. For example, if a person asks you to open a window, you might
assume that they feel too warm. When inferring, we use clues to guess what has not

been said directly.

Use inference to choose the best word. Underline the word. T FH HE W7 2 H 2 AE
e,

1 Television probably had a (positive, negative) effect on Elvis’ career.

2 The writer probably (admires, dislikes) Elvis.

o

Now check your answers. ‘
~ Questio\n(l: The answer is ‘positive’. In paragmph hre:
~ Elvis’ music alone, but also his pérforx‘ﬁmg
popular. Television could broadcast his performanc
over America which probably had a positlve e_

The answer is ‘admires’. We know that thef‘z
by%ms { her choice of words. In paragraph& u
ri Elv1s as ‘a great musician and an awesome

it

Thinking about it 18—

Write your answers to these questions. [a]Z T3 [i /&8

1 Why do you think Elvis is still so famous?

2 What might have caused Elvis to abuse drugs?




