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Trouble on Black Wind Mountain

Trouble on Black Wind Mountain, tells how the Tang
Priest’s cassock is stolen by the Black Bear Spirit when
Monkey shows it off at the Guanyin Monastery. To get it
back, Monkey makes trouble on the Black Wind Moun-
tain before the Bodhisattva Guanyin agrees to help sub-
due the Black Bear Spirit and get the cassock back.




Trouble on Black Wind Mountain

The Tang Priest Xuanzang (pronounced Sywanzang in two syllables)
and Sun Wukong, the Monkey King, were travelling towards the
West. Seeing that the sun was setting, Xuanzang asked Sun Wukong,
“Where are we now?” Looking around, Monkey said, "There is a
monastery in the valley. Let’s go and stay there for the night.”



In the monastery, the Tang Priest bowed to the Buddha and saw
two young monks come towards him supporting an older one, the
Elder of the Golden Pool. He was the abbot of the monastery.
Xuanzang hurried to bow to him and asked, "How old are you, Ven-
erable Abbot?” “Two hundred and seventy years old,” replied the
old monk. “The young people told me you are from the Tang Em-
pire in the East. Welcome.”



Trouble on Black Wind Mountain
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A young monk brought in three cups of tea. Xuanzang kept saying
how wonderful the china was. “"But that should be nothing to you
gentlemen,” said the abbot. “You come from the Heavens and have
seen all kinds of fantastic treasures. These things are hardly worthy
of your praise. You must have brought some really splendid treas-
ures with you. Could we have a look at them?”



“Yes the cassock Master has in his bundle is really fantastic,” said Sun
Wukong. The old monk smiled, “Our Patriarch has seven or eight
hundred cassocks | can show you.” He ordered the young monks to
bring out the cassocks. “That’s enough,” Monkey said after looking at
some embroidered ones. “You should see ours.”



Trouble on Black Wind Mountain

Xuanzang drew the Monkey King aside and whispered, “Disciple,
never try to compete over wealth. If greedy people see what is
precious, they may become envious and do something bad.” *“Don’t
worry,” replied Monkey, “I'll take care of it.” Then he untied the
bundle.



When Monkey took out the cassock, the room shone bright with
its jewels and Buddhist treasures. All the young monks praised it.



Trouble on Black Wind Mountain

After the abbot saw how splendid the cassock was, he was very
jealous. “It was dark just now,” he said to the Tang Priest, “and |
couldn’t see your treasure very clearly. May | ask the monks to take
it to my room so | can have a better look at it?” Xuanzang was
surprised and grumbled at Sun Wukong. “Don’t be afraid of him,”
grinned Monkey, who handed the cassock to the Elder.
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Once the abbot had tricked them into giving him the cassock, he
talked with the young monks about how to keep it. “That'’s easily
arranged,” said a young monk by the name of Broad Plans. “After
they go to sleep we can put wood and grass around their room and
set it on fire. The two of them are bound to be killed. Nobody will
know how it happened and the cassock will be yours.” All the monks
agreed with this plan.



Trouble on Black Wind Mountain

But the Monkey King was very clever. When he heard people walk-
ing about outside carrying wood in the middle of the night, he won-
dered what was up. “Could they be bandits trying to murder us?” he
thought, and bounded out of bed disquised as a bee to go and have

a look.
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Monkey saw the monks piling wood and straw around their room,
ready to set fire to it. "My master was right,” he said to himself with
a smile. “But if | killed all of them with my cudgel, the master would
be angry with me for murdering them. Instead | think I'll let the old
monk have a taste of his own medicine.”



Trouble on Black Wind Mountain
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Sun Wukong jumped to the Southern Gate of Heaven with one
somersault. When he saw the Broad-Visioned Heavenly King there,
he told him, "The Tang Priest has met some villains who want to
burn him to death. Please lend me your Anti-fire Cover so | can save
him. It’s urgent.” The Heavenly King was unable to refuse and
handed the cover to Monkey.
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When the Monkey King returned to the monastery, he covered
Xuanzang, the white horse and the luggage with the Anti-fire Cover
and went to the abbot’s room to protect the cassock. Soon the young
monks started the fire. Sun Wukong used his magical powers to
keep blowing wind at the fire, so that the flames grew bigger and
bigger and the monastery became a sea of fire. All the young monks
howled and wailed.



