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Preface and Acknowledgments

The authors of this book formally joined forces on this project in early spring
2009. All, however, had a history of involvement in water politics scholar-
ship beginning long before then. As a young United States Foreign Service
officer, Daniel Stoll co-edited and was a contributing author to The Politics
of Scarcity: Water in the Middle East, published in 1988. A posting in Baghdad
thereafter awakened his interest in the politics of the Euphrates-Tigris basin.
He and Robert Wirsing, both having relocated in recent years to the Mid-
dle East, team-taught an undergraduate course on River Resource Rivalry in
World Politics in 2009 at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Ser-
vice at Qatar. Christopher Jasparro and Wirsing, faculty colleagues at the
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, Hawaii, team-taught an
executive-level course there (along with Jim Rolfe) for four years, and they
together carried out research on river resource issues first in India in 2001
and then in Bangladesh and Nepal in 2005. In 2007, their reflections on
that experience resulted in an article in the journal Water Policy. Wirsing’s
interest in water issues goes back several decades, an unavoidable offshoot,
very likely, of his early and sustained scholarly attachment to the Kashmir
dispute between India and Pakistan. His interest in water issues expanded
greatly about 12 years ago, however, on a visit to Nepal, and it has remained
a passionate commitment — in regard to both teaching and writing — ever
since.

This book does not examine water issues in a neatly historical or country-
by-country manner. Neither does it treat these issues exclusively from a legal,
economic, political, or strategic angle. Its organization is thematic in struc-
ture, taking up transboundary water conflicts in particular river basins of
Himalayan Asia to illustrate the workings of the chosen themes. It is analyt-
ically driven, in other words, the aim being to deliver a clear and objective
explanation of the contemporary impact of river resource rivalry on inter-
state relations in that region. It offers no apology for largely excluding from
the discussion a number of countries in the Himalayan Asian region as well
as a number of water-related topics of undeniable importance. Instead, it
boasts of a deliberate effort to examine river resource rivalry from a multidis-
ciplinary perspective: in this regard, it uses sources from across the social and
physical sciences, including political science, international relations, history,
geography, archeology, biology, geology, climatology, hydrology, and so on.

All three of the authors have acquired intellectual debts to an enormous
number of people over the years: colleagues at the several institutions that
have given us professional berths, students of many nationalities who have
helped greatly to ground realistically our comprehension of water conflicts
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in their regions of the world, and, by no means least, the many hundreds of
people in the Himalayan Asian region and elsewhere in the world - politi-
cians, diplomats, bureaucrats, journalists, hydrologists, and professional
analysts — who have shared their experiences and insights with us. To all
of them we are deeply and everlastingly grateful.

With but one exception, the maps in this book were prepared by Robert
Laws, the Additional Services Librarian at Georgetown University’s in Doha,
Qatar. Absent his computer wizardry and unswerving commitment to this
project, the book would have been denied a vital visual dimension. The
authors are hugely grateful to him.

The authors wish to express their sincere thanks also to Christina Brian,
Amanda McGrath, and others of the editorial team at Palgrave Macmillan,
UK, for their encouragement, constant support, and admirable skill in
converting the manuscript into a book.

Lastly, and of course most lovingly, Dan and Robert say thanks to their
wives — Barbara and Nancy — who are in more ways than can be counted the
co-authors of their lives.
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in Himalayan Asia






1

Water Insecurity in Himalayan Asia

The crisis over freshwater resources

Scientists and policy makers are fast approaching unanimity that a fresh-
water crisis is in progress the world over. Both the severity of this crisis and its
content vary widely among the world’s regions, sub-regions, and countries,
and there is intense debate over its causes and reversibility. No longer much
debated, however, is whether the crisis exists. On the contrary, its huge scale,
potentially calamitous consequences, and imminent dangers to the political
stability and security of the planet’s many water-crisis-afflicted nations are
now commonplace topics both in scholarly literature and in global public
discourse.!

There is not much debate over the severity of water resource problems
in Himalayan Asia, a vast and variously defined area which, for this book’s
purposes, embraces the six mainland members of the eight-nation South
Asian region, a grouping of states formally joined together in the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)," the five mainland
members of the ten-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),"
and China. While this region possesses abundant river resources, including
some of the world’s mightiest rivers,* its hosting of rapidly moderniz-
ing, increasingly affluent, and demographically multiplying societies at the
same time ensures the emergence of constant resource challenges, including

* Ranked by size of population, the six mainland nations included in SAARC are: India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Afghanistan, and Bhutan.

" Ranked by size of population, the five mainland members of ASEAN, excluding the
peninsula portion of Malaysia, are: Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar/Burma, Cambodia,
and Laos.

* River resources are defined broadly in this book to include water for navigation, fish-
eries, irrigation, hydroelectric power generation, ecological balance and biodiversity,
and domestic and industrial uses. Hydropower qualifies also, of course, as an energy
resource.



