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PREFACE

/
THE Twentieth Century and the Twentieth Century Dictionary began
together, and they ran together through half the century’s course.
The work of the editor, Mr. Thomas Davidson, was continued by

" * various members of the editorial staff until it was found that ordinary,

revision no longer sufficed. A dictionary with a bulky supplement is
a waste of time and a trier of temper. A thorough overhaul was
therefore made. Every word ‘already admitted, every definition and
etymology, was subjected to scrutiny. New words and phrases—
some never before given in a general dictionary, some not until now
appearing in a dictionary at all—were collected from many sources.
These were very numerous, owing to developments of science, social
ohanges, new habits of life and recreation, and niew habits of language
resulting from these—notably furthered by the virtual drying up of
‘the Atlantic as a speech barrier. A very few words have been dis-
carded altogether. These belong chiefly to two classes—ghost words,
¥hich come by copying or reading amiss, and dictionary words that
somebody with a Greek or Latin Dictionary has concocted but
nobody so far as_can be discovered has ever used.

As before, the aim has been fo include all words in general use in
literary and conversational Engl¥sh, and all words used in Shakespeare
and the Authorised Version of the Bible, in the poems (and many of

-those in the prose writings) of Spenser and Milton, and in the novels
of Walter Scott. It should be understood that to label a word Milz.

* does not mean that nobody but Milton has used it. 'This is not a

- -

. dictionary of Scots, but many words of Burns, Ramsay, Fergusson,
Galt, and Barrie will be found in it, with many that are still in familiar
colloquial use in Scotland. These are marked Scoz., but in most ¢ ses
they are current on both sides of the Border. Likewise we hop. no
Canadian will take it as a slight when he finds his words marked U.S.

* Indeed such has been the diffusion that many in Britain may object

to such labelling ; but let them take it as historically true. ~Dialect
words that have made good their footing in literature have been
included, with such slang words as seem likely to maintain themsélves

= as well as some dead slang that may puzzle réaders, say, of Dickens.

The original edition acknowledged, special indebtedness to two

« American Dictionaries, the Centurg®nd.the Standard. The revised

WA.lxar has further strengthened our American side. The Oxford
Dictionary, which of course must be the foundation of all English

1]
) . . iv



w

¢ ¢ PREFACE - . v Y
dictionaries! had been used as far as it went, as had Wright’s Dialect
Dicflonary. |, The Oxford was completed in 1933, Wright in 1905.
Two great S{ottish dictionaries now in progress have been much used “
and would have been more used had their publication kept pace with
the work—Sir William Craigie’s Dictionary of the Older Scottish _ -
Tongue and the Scottish National Dictionary of Mr. Grant and his <
successors. For Latin etymologies we have been guided chiefly by
Ef®owt and Meillet’s Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue latine, for
Greek by Boisacq’s Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue grecque and
the new Liddell and Scott. For old French we have Godefroy’s
Dictionnaire de Iancienne langue frangaise. Some definitions have
been adopted or adapted from our own Technical Dictionary. .
A great part of the construction of this dictionary has been in the
hands of Miss A. M. Macdonald. The whole owes much to the
vigilance of Mr. J. Liddell Geddie who read a large part of the proofs,
and several other members of the staff have made useful contributions.
Dr. Angus Macdonald has helped with the etymologies. Finally,
scores of users of the dictionary have sent in single words and lists of
words. We have not accepted all their suggestions. One was dis-
appointed not to find myristicivorous, feeding upon nutmegs, a worgd
to which we grant this place on the doorstep but still deny admission
to the dictionary. To these correspondents we owe much, and we "
tender our thanks, especially to those who first make sure that their
words are not already in. . .

WirLLiam GEDDIE.
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NOTE TO THE USER OF THE DICTIONARY
. -
The Arrangement of Words.—Every word is given in its alpha-
betical order, except in cases where, to save space, derivatives are
given under a head-word. The participles and past indicative of un-
- compounded verbs (and other parts where desirable), and the plural
of nouns, are given under the head-word when any doubt is possible.
When a derivative stands upder a head-word with no meaning given,
its meaning can at once be got by combining that of the head-word
with that of the suffix. Thus the meanings of darkness are obtained
by adding the meaning of -zmess to those of dark. Where there has
been a shift of meaning or a specialised meaning has developed,
derivatives are defined in full.

X Key to the Pronunciation.—The pronunciation is .given
* immediately after each head-word by spelling the word anew. Below
is 2 summary of the only points that require comment :—

* dh is used for the inttial sound of then
zh is used for the sound of s in pleasure
gz is used for the soynd of x in example
hw is used for the Sound, of wh in when
(some will disagre®, but they may interpret it in their

own way)
* hh  is used for any open guttural (Scots or German) as in loch
- ngg is used for the sound of ng in linger
— ngk is used for the sound of nk in monkey

The key to the long vowels and diphthongs (appearing at every
opening of the dictionary) is :—

fate, far, dsk; me, har (her); mine; mbte; miite; moon
- (4 means that the vowel may be pronounced either long or short)

Nasalised vowels are represented by a following 8, as &ns-kér .
(encore). Neutral vowels in unaccented syllables are shown by means
of a turned e or schwa—

' el'a-mant, in’font, ran’dam
- Where the sound of a letter in a™@erivative differs from that in the

h&@=word the pronunciation of at least part of the word has been
added in pargntheses. Sometimes several variations occur under one

- [
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héad;-word = in such cases the position of the stress accent will serve
as guide to the particular model among the derivatives to be followed.

‘Spelling.—~Letters in brackets may be inserted or omitted. The

suffix -ise has been given in that form. There is much to be said for .

-1ze, which seems to be gaining ground. It would have taken up too
much space to give both (along with -ization, -izer, etc.). Let. it be
undeépstood that in all cases choice is free. This of course does not
apply to such words as surprise, revise, where se is not a suffix.

The Meanings.—The meanings have been arranged on two

different principles according to convenience or usefulness. Some- *

times the current or most important is given first ; sometimes the
original or at least an early meaning, with others branching out and
diverging from it. In the latter case the reader should be warned not
to be turned aside by the label obs. (obsolete) preceding the first
. meaning given : it refers to that meaning, not to the word as a whole_

The Etymology.—The etymology is given in square brackets at
the end of each article. The sign — is to be read © derived from’,
Whatever follows after a semicolon is not the source of the word

traced back to Old English, an Old Norse, say, or a Greek word from
the same root may follow, but the Old English word is not in such as
case derived from Old Norse or from Greek. Within an article the
partial etymologies of derivatives are often inserted in round brackets.
Each long vowel in Old English and QIfi Norse is marked with an

?

1

;"’/
but a word from the same ultimate source. Thus, when a word is

acute accent, in Greek and Latin widh a macron. Any vowel un- ——

marked is to be taken as short. Because we are using no accents,
we have had to give Greek words in uncontracted form. Greek words
with a subscript iota are also given at full length, as in inscriptions.



DETAILED CHART OF PRONUNCIATION °

Respelling is a rough method of showing pronunciation
*  compared with the use of phonetic symbols, but the following
table will be useful for reference in cases of doubt.

SOUND

EXAMPLES

Vowels and Diphthongs in Accented Syllables

PRONUNCIATION

a asing; o

fate

name, aid, rein

ndm, 4d, ran

are tare, wear, hair, heir tar, war, har, ar
i 5 far harm, heart, palm, toilette hdrm, hdrt, pdm, twd-let
a - castle ask, bath dsk, bdth
. (long or short)
~—— a - sat bad, have bad, hav
Ty é ys (1) me lean, keel, dene, chief, seize lén, kél, dén, chff, séz
2) fear gear, sheer, here, bier gér, :hér 2
e . pet red, thread, said, bury red, thred, sed, ber L]
2 . her herd, heard, thirst hard, hard, tharst
* 3 ' 1; mine sxde, shy, dye, height sid, shi, di, hit
¥ 2) sire hu'e, byre 7, bir
i . bid pin, busy, hymn pin, biz'i, him
] . %x) mote ‘bone, road, foe, low, dough bén, rad, fé, I6, do
2) more fore,eoar, floor for, sor, flor
o 5 :; got sfot, shoge shot, shon
——— 2) sort form form
- a) pause; haul, lawn, fall, bought; hawl, lawn, fawl, bawt
aw »(b) swarthy swarm swawrm
oo ,» (1) moon fool, sou fool, soo
- - 2) poor boor, tour , Loor
- 00 . foot good, full, would good, fool, wood
. i ,, (1) mute tune, due, newt, view tan, dﬂ nat, vit
(2) pure endure en-diir
m— u 5 (x; bud run, love run, luv
(2) absurd turn, word turn, wurd
(v) oo ,, (1) super supreme s(y)oo-prém’
(@ or oo)
(z) lure lurid Ky)oo'rid
ow’ ,» (1) house mount, frown mownt, frown
(z) hour sour sowr
oi ' boy toy, buoy, soil toi, boi, soil
—
-
Vowels in Unaccented Syllables
SOUND EXAMPLES PRONUNCIATIONG3
- P as in (a) silver beggar, adviser, sailor, power © beg’sr, ad-mz’ar, sal'ar, pow'ar
(or pow'’r)
(b) absent element, presence el'a-mant, prez’ans
e (c) infant tenant -— ten'ant
(d) bearable arable, amiable ar's-bl, am'i-a-bl
-—- (e) away abeam, accuse a-bém’, a-kliz’
(f) squadron cauldron, telephonist kawl'dron, ti-lef's-nist
(g)'® tomorrow tobacco . ta-bak’'c
(h) autumn quantum i kwon’ om
[ W viii
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Vowels in Unaccented Syllables
e SOUND EXAMPLES PRONUNCIATION
2 as in (i) faithful grateful grat'fal
() adventure tenure, figure ten'yar, fig'ar
(k) nation mention, station men’shan, std’shan
(1) anxious precious pre’shas -
(m) bargain curtain, villain kur'tan, vil'an
(n) menace solace sol’as (or sol’ts)
i » (a) civil anvil, evil an'vil, &'vil (or &'vl) . -
“e (b) blessed (adj.) beloved (adj.) bi-luv'id
° (c) packet basket bas’kit
(d) terrace solace sol’is (or sol’as)
(e) desolate delicate del’i-kit
(f) cottage manage, marriage man'ij, mar'yj
() petty silly, pretty sil's, prit'
(h) catastrophe apostrophe a-pos’tra-fi
i) become bequest, depart, destrian, bi-kwest’, di- i-des’ tri-an,
o ?-ega:d, 8 pude pe -gard’ sf- omf’
No vowel (a) medal penal, devil, evil pé'nl, dev’l, &'vl (or &'vil)
: (b) burden arson ar'sn
(c) special initial in-ish'l
(d) flower power pow'r (or pow’ar)
Apostrophe (a) Used to mark such pronunciations as ' (where the sound is two separate
consonants)
(b) Used in French words such as timbre (tan?-br’)
Consonants ‘ |
-
SOUND EXAMPLES PRONUNCIATION °
ch as in church - much, match, lunch much, mach, lunch (or lunsh)
d » dog ado, dew . 9-doc’, dit .
dh 3 then father fa'dhar
f i fade faint, phase, rough fant, faz, ruf
g o game gold, guard, ghastly gold, gard, gdst’li /
8z is example exact [ - igz-akt’
h - home happy . hap's .
hh - loch coronach, leprecham kor’a-ndhh, lep’ro-hhawn = -
j , judge jack, gentle, ledge, region jak, jen’tl, lej, v&jon
k ’ king keep, cat, chorus kép, kat, kdr'ss
ks . exclaim expand, lax eks-pand’, laks L 4
kw 3 queen quite, coiffeur kwit, kwd-far S
ng W sing fling, single fling, sing'gl
ngk W monkey precinct, adjunct pré'singkt, aj’ungkt
n* W avant (Fr.) monseigneuf mon®-sen-yar -
8 W sad salt, city, circuit, scene, mass  sawlt, .m’z, sar’kit, :ln,
sh " ship shine, machine, sure, lunch, shin, ma- ,S:r
Asiatic lmxth), dxh-l-at’lk (or 4-
th - thin three thn!
y - yes voung, bastion, question yung, bast'yan, kwest'yon
z s zebra zo0o, was, roads 206, woz, rbdz i
zh ” pleasure azure, measure, congé, Asiatic azk’sr (or d&’zhar), mesh'sr,
kon?-zhd, a-zhi-at'ik (or ashe
t-at'tk)
-
o
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS DICTIONARY

abbrev.. .. ...abbreviation
abl. ........ ablative
ace... .. .according
acm(ts) . agcusatw(e )
adj(s .. .adjective(s
adu(s) . . .adverb(s)
aero. . . .aeronautics
agri........ agriculture
alg. ........ algebra
anatomy

antiquities

. .anthropology
aorist
apparently

.. .approximately
b s e archaic

. .archaeology
.architecture

.arithmetic
.astrology
astronomy
.atomic number
.attributive(ly)
...... augmentative
Bl wzans o v e Bible
biol. . ....... iology
book-k. . .... book-keeping
bot. ...... . .botany
€' 5 § s 5 v about
cent. century
€f e o ¥ 2 compare
chem. ....... chenustry
127 AR
cll. ........ colloquml(ly)
collec. ... ...collective(ly)
comp..e.... comparative,
composition
conj(s) ...... conjunction(s)
CONMue oo connected,
connexion
contr. ....contracted,
contraction
cooR. .. ... cookery.
COrre v vunn corruption
erystal. . .... crystallography
dat......... dative
. .demonstrative
derived,
derivation
dialect(al)
Dictionary
.diminutive
.doubtful
.economics
.for example
.electricity
. .entomology
oneous(ly)
ecially
etymglugy
-
[ ]
L]

ﬁgurative(ly)
floruit

followed,
following
fortification
frequentative
. .future

gen...... . . .genitive
. .generall

- -hyperbolically

that is
illiterate

. .imitative

. .imperative

. .impersonal(ly)
including
indicative
.infinitive

. .intensive
interjection(s)
% . ....interrogative(ly)
intrans. . ... intransitive
frreg. ....... irregular(ly)

' [ A—— literal(ly)
logic

T— machinery
masc. ....... masculine

. .mathematics
mech. ....... mechanics

. «.....medicine
metaph. . .... metaphysics
. .meteorology
military
Milton

. .mineralogy
modern
.music
.mythology

. .nominative

n. pl...'. ...l .noun plural
nsing. ...... noun singular
s pp— New Testament
North . . .Northern
° X
. ;
o

obs. ........obsolete
(77 M opposed,
opposite
[/ R optics,
OFF.uiins vaivs or.ga:mcl (s
orige........ original(ly
QS i 5 oen Old Style
O.T. ..Old Testament
part ... .participle
........ participial
: adjective
painting
. . palaeography
past participle
passive
past tense
pathology
perfect
perhaps
person(al)
petrology
prefix
! phxlosophy
philol. . ..... philology
phon. .......phonetics
phot. . ...... photography
bhys.. ...... physics
physiol. . . ...physiology
L i s - plural
poet. . . poet:cal
pol. econ.. . .political
economy
pop. . .......popular(ly)
poss. . ..., possessive,
possibly
Pr. Bk. ....Book of Com-
mon Prayer
prpe. ... present parti-
ciple |
prep(s). . ... .preposition(s)
pres.. ...... resent
pret. . ......preterite
print........ printing
priv.. ...... privative
prob........ probably
pron(s)...... pronoun(s)
prom.. ...... pronounced,
pronunciation

properly
....prosody

. . provincial
psychology

qu. . ....which see
R.C........Roman Catholic
redup ...... reduplication
reﬂ(ex) ...... reflexive
.......... related, relative
rhet ........ rhetoric
RViswnssos Revised Version
sculp, ....... sculpture
Shak. ...... Shakespeare
a5 i 6 signifying



term. .. . . termination

theat. . .theatre,
theatricals

theol. . . theology

trans. . .transitive,
translation

g eeceenn trigonometry

171/ R .ultimately

Hung........Hungarian

/[ pm—— Icelandic

(Modern)

Ind ........ Indian

IO o 5 s & Irish

1 (PP Italian

Sap ........ Japanese

Jav ........ Javanese

- .Latin
L.G., "L.Ger. Low Germs.n

Lithes o v vvian Lithuanian
L.L........Low or Late
Latin
MEs a5 sans Middle English
M.Dy....... Middle Dutch
€Xs civnunn Mexican
M.Flem. .... Middle Flemish
M.Fr, ......Middle French
M.H.G. ....Middle High
German
M.LG...... Middle Low
German *
Norm ...... Norman
Norw. ...... Norwegian
OE........ Old Englith «
O.Fr. ...... 0ld Faéhc!
O.Fris.. .... Old Prisian
O.H.G. ....0ld High Ger-
man
[ ] -
i
L]
L]
L]

USU. .. ..o 9. Usually

. .verb(s)
.verb intransitive
.vocative
.verb transitive

........ vulgar -
zool. . ...... zoology
L
O.Ir ....... Old Irish
O.N. .......0ld Norse
O.NFr. ....0ld Northern
French
O.8ax . .... Old Saxon
Peys.oaeis s Persian
Peruv ...... Peruvian
Pol & s Polish
Port........ Portuguese
Prov........ Provengal
Rom. ....... Roman
Russ.. ...... Russian

.Scandinavian .
. Scottish (usu.
"includes North
of England)
Sinhalese

U.Sicussvinn United States
often includes
anadian)

W..........Welsh °
W.S. .......West Saxon

©
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For List of Abbreviations used in the Dicti'onary, see page X
Key to Pronunciation, see page vi
(detailed chart of pronunciation, page viii)
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A, a, G, n. the first letter in our alphabet, as in the
Roman, etc. (see aleph, alpha): in music, the
major sixth of the scale of C.—Ar (4 wun), the
symbal for a first-class vessel in Lloyd’s Register:
hence (vufe.) first-rate.

a, 7, alsg (emphatic) 4, adj. the indefinite article, a
broken®down form of an used before a consonant
sound. [O.E. dn, one.]

A, d, 2, pron. (dial.) a monophthongised form of I,

a, d, 2, pron. (dial.) he: she: it: they. [O.E. k¢, he,

: ;le’a, she, hfe, they.] W
a’, aw, Scots and Northern form of all.—pron.
a’body (aw’), everybody.—adv. a’’gate, every way.
— pron, a’’thing, everything. — adv. a’where,
everywhere.

a, 2, a reduced form of the O.E. prep. an, on, on,
in,l at, chiefly used in composition, as abroad,
asleep.

a, 2, a form of the Latin prep. gb, from, of, as in
Thomas & Kempis (Thomas from Kempen).

aardvark, drd'vdrk, n. the ant-bear, a South African
edentate. [Du. aarde, earth, vark (now varken),

pig.]

aardwolf, drd’woolf, n. the earth-wolf, a hyaena-like
Sml.lff.l]) African carnivore. [Du. aarde, earth, wolf,
wolf,

Aaronic, -al, d-ron'ik, -l, adj. pertaining to Aaron,
the Jewish high-priest: ontifical.—Aaron’s
beard, a saxifrage, grown gling from pots:
the great St. John’s wort : ivy-leaved toadflax, or
other plant; Aaron’s rod, mullein, golden-rod, or
other plant with tall straight flowering stem.

aasvogel, ds’fo-gal, n. a South African vulture.
[{Du. aas, carrion, vogel, bird.]

Ab, d4b, n. the eleventh civil, fifth ecclesiastical,
month of the Jewish Calendar (parts of July and
August). [Syriac.]

aba, abba, a’bd, or abaya, d-bd’yd, n. a Syrian
cloth, of goat’s or camel’s hair, usually striped : an
outer .garment made of it. [Ar. ‘abd, ‘abaya.]

abaca, ¢-bd-kd’, n. a plantain much grown in the
Philippine Islands: its fibre called Manila hemp.
[Tagilog.]

aback, s-bak’, adv. backwards: (naut.) said of sails
ﬁressed backward against the mast by the wind—

ence (fig.) taken aback, taken by surprise. [O.E.
on bac, on back.]

abacot. See bycocket.

‘abactinal, ab-ak-ti’'nal, ab-ak’ti-nal, adj. (zo00l.) re-
mote from the actinal area: without rays.—adv.
abactinally.

abactor, ab-ak’tsr, n. cattle thief. [L.L.]

abacus, ab’s-kss, n. a counting-frame: (archit.) a
level tablet on the capital of a column, supporting
the entablature :—pl. ab’aci (-si). [L. abacus—Gr.
abax, -akos.]

Abaddon, s-bad’sn, n. Apollyon: (Miit.) hell.
[Heb. @baddan, from dbad, to be lost.]

abaft, 2-bdft’, adv. and prep. (naut.) behind. [Prep.
:f a]nd O.E. b=zftan, after—pfx. be-, zftan. See

t.

abalone, ab-q-l0’nd, n. the sea-ear, especially a
richly cqloured kind found on the Pacific coast of
North erica. [Uncertain origin.]

abandon, s-ban’din, v.t. to give upi,to desert: to
yield (oneself) without restraint: to give up all
claims to: éfhah.) to banish.—n. (sometimes as
Fr. d-bdns-dong) condition of letting oneself go:

careless freedom of action.—wv.t. aband’, (Spens

to abandon.—adj. aban’doned, completely
deserted : given up, as to a vice: profligate: very
wicked.—adv. aban’donedly.—ns. abandonee’
(law), an insurer to whom a wreck has been aban-
doned; aban’donment. [O.Fr. abandoner, to put

-
at one’s disposal or in one’s control (& bandon), or

to the ban; see ban.]
abase, 2-bds’, v.t. to lower : to cast down : to humble :
to degrade.—adj. abased’, lowered.—n. ‘abase’-
ment. [O.Fr. abaissier, to bring low—L. ad, to,
L.L. bassus, low.]
abash, a-bash’, v.t. to strike with shame: to dput
out of countenance: to astound: to confound.—
adj. abash’less,
abash’'ment. [O.Fr. esbahir—pfx. es- (L. ex,
out), bahir, to astound—interj. bah.]
abask, 2-bdsk’, adv. in genial warmth. [bask].
abate, 2-bdt’, v.t. (obs.) to demolish; (law) to put
an end to: (law) to nullify, to bring down: to
lessen: to deduct (with of); to mitigate : to blunt:
(Shak.) to curtail : (Skak.) to except.—uv.i. to grow
less: to subside: (law) to be abated.—adjs.
abat’able; abit'ed, blunted: diminished: low-
ered : subdued : beaten down or cut away, as the
background of relief.—n. abate’ment, the act or
process of abating: the sum or quantity abated:
state of being abated: (leaw) the abandonment of
an action, or the reduction of a legacy: (her.) a
supposed mark of dishonour on a coat of arms—
apparently never actually used. [O.Fr. abatre, to
beat down—L. ab, from, and L.L. batére, for
L. batuére, to beat.] .
abate, 2-bat’, v.i. and v.t. (refl.) to intrude on a
freehold and take possession before the heir.—ns.
abate’ment ; abdt'or. [O.Fr. enbatre, to thrust

in.
abatis, abattis, ab’s-tis, s-bat’é, -is, n. (fort.) a
rampart of felled trees, branches outward :—
pl. abat(t)is (-8z). [Fr.; see abate (1).]
abattoir, d-bd-twdr’, n. a public slaughterhouse.
[Fr.; see abate (1).]
abature, ab’s-tysr, n. the trail of a stag through
underwgpd. [Fr., beating down; cf. abate (1).]
abaya, eegaba. .
abanif, gb-ak’si-al, adj. (bot.) away from the axis.
[Pf®. ab- and axis.]
abb, ab, n. properly woof- or weft-yarn, but some-
times warp-yarn. [O.E. db, dweb—pfx. d-, out,
webb, web.
abba, ab’d, n. (N.T.) father (applied to God): a
Syriac or Coptic bishop. [Aramaic word abbd re-
tained in the Greek N.T. and its translations.)
abba. See aba. )
abbacy, ab’s-si, n. the office or jurisdiction of abbot :
the time during which one is abbot: an abbey.—
adj. abbatial (ab-d’shl), pertaining to an abbey,
aggot z])r abbess. [App. orig. Scot.: L.L. abbdtia,
abbey.

Abbasid(e), a-bas’id, -id, ab’s-sid, -sid, n. any
member of the later (750-1543) of the two great
dynasties of caliphs, descendants of Abbas, uncle
of Mohammed.

abbé, ab’a, n. a courtesy title for a priest, an
ecclesiastic in minor orders, or for a tutor or holder
of a benefice, even if a layman. [Fr., orig. abbot.]

abbess, ab’es, n. a woman who is head of an abbey.
[L.L. abbatissa, fem. of abbds, abbot.]

abbey, ab’i, n. a convent under an abbot of abbess,
or (loosely) a prior or prioress: the church now or
formerly attached to it: a name often retained by
an abbatial building that has become a private
house:—pl. abb’eys.—ns. abb’ey-counter,-piece,
a pilgrim’s token, evidence of a visit to an abbey;
abb’ey-laird, (kist.) a debtor in sanctuary in the
precincts of Holyrood Abbey; abb’ey-lubber, a
lazy monk—a term much used by the reformers.
[O.Fr. abate (Fr. abbaye)—L.L. abbdtia. See
abba (1), abbacy.]

abbot, ab’st, n. a male head an abbey :—fem.
abb’ess.—n. abb’otship.—abWot of unreason, a

shameless: unabashed.—n.

Ffate, fdr, ds’a; mé, har (her); mine; mbte; mite; moon; dhen (ghen)
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abbreviate

lord of misrule or mock abbot in mediaeval revels.
[L.L. abbds, abbatis—Aramaic abba; see abba.)]
abbreviate, 2-bré'vi-at, v.t. to shorten: to contract:
to abridge.—adj. shortened.—ns. abbrévia’tion,
an act of shortening : a shortened form: part of a
word written or printed for the whole; abbré’viator.
—adj, abbré&’viatory (-a-tor-i).—n. abbré’viiture
(obs.), an abbreviation: an abridgment, [L.
abbrevidre, -atum—ab, intens., brevis, short.]

C, a-bé-sé’, also (obs.) abcee, absey, ab’si, n. the
alphabet, from its first letters : a first reading-book :
hence first rudiments: anything arranged alpha-
betically, as an acrostic, a railway guide.—absey
book, (Shak.) a primer or hornbook.

Abderian, ab-dé’ri-an, adj. of Abdera, a town in
Thrace, the Gotham of the ancients, and birth-
place of Democritus, ‘the laughing philosopher.’—
Also n.—n. Abderite (ab’dsr-it), a native or citizen
of Abdera; a simpleton, Gothamite.

abdicate, ab’di-kat, v.t. and v.i. formally to re-
nounce or give up (office or dignity).—adjs.
ab’dicable ; ab’dicant.—n. abdica’tion. [L. ab,
from or off, dicare, -atum, to proclaim.]

abdomen. ab-do‘man, also ab’ n. the belly: in
mamimnals, the part between diaphragm and pelvis :
in arthropods, the hind-body.—adj. abdominal

(-dom’).—adv. abdom'’inally.—adj. abdom’-
inous, pot-bellied. [L. abdomen, -inis.]

abduce, ab-dis’, v.t. an earlier form of abduct.
adj. abdic’ent, drawing back: separating.—

v.t, abduct (-dukt’), to take away by fraud or
violence : to kidnap (esp. a woman, a child, or a
voter).—ns. abduction (-duk’shan), the carrying
away, esp. of a person by fraud or force: (surg.)
separation of parts of the body after a wound or
fracture : muscular action drawing one part away
from another: (log.) a syllogism whose minor
premiss is only probable; abduc’tor, one who
abducts : a muscle that draws away. [L. abducére—
ab, from, ducére, ductum, to draw, lead.]

abeam, s-bém’ adv. (naut.) on the beam, or in a
line at right angles to a vessel’'s length, hence
abreast. [Prep. a, and beam.]

abear, 2-b4r’, v.t. to bear, comport, behave: (now
prov.) to endure or tolerate. [O.E. dberan.]

abecedarian, d-bi-sé-da’ri-sn, adj. pertaining to
the ABC: rudimentary: arranged in the manner
of an acrostic.—n. (esp. U.S.) a learngr of the

ABC, a beginner: a teacher of the ABC: an
Tﬁgaptist of a sect that rejected all laleing.

L B

abed, s-bed’, adv. in bed. [Prep. a, and bed.]

abeigh, a-béhh’, adv. (Scot.) aloof. [Origin ob-
scure.]

abele, 2-bél’, @’bl, n. the white poplar-tree. [Du. abeel
—O.Fr. abel, aubel—L.L. albellus—L.. albus, white.]

Aberdeen, ab-sr-dén’, sometimes ab’, adj. of or
originating in Aberdeen or Aberdeenshire.—n. (in
full Aberdeen terrier) a coarse-haired kind of
Scottish terrier.—adj. Aberdd’nian, of Aberdeen,
—Also n.—Aberdeen Angus (ang'gss), a breed
of polled cattle descended from Aberdeenshire
humlies and Angus doddies.

aberdevine, ab-ar-di-vin’, n. a bird-fancier’s name
for the siskin. [Ety. uncertain.]

Abernethy biscuit, ab-ar-neth’i, -néth’i, or ab’, a
hard biscuit, apparently originally with caraway-
seeds. [Poss. after Dr. John Abernethy (1764~
1831), who was interested 1n diet.]

aberrate, ab’sr-at, v.i. to wander or deviate from
the right way.—ns. aberrance (-er’), aberr’ancy.
—adj. aberr’ant, wandering: (bot., zool.) having
characteristics not strictly in accordance with type.
—n. aberrd’tion (-a7-), deviation from the
usual, normal, or right : wandering of the intellect,
mental lapse: non-convergence of rays, owing to
difference in refrangibility of different colours
(chromatic aberration) or to difference of focus of
the marginal and central parts of a lens or mirror
(spherical aberration): an apparent displacement of
a star, owing to the finite ratio of the velocity of
light to that of the earth (aberration of light). [L.
aberrare, -atum—ab, from, errdre, to wander.]
abet, a2-bet’, v.1. ta incite by encouragement or aid
(used chiefly in a‘bad sense): (Spens.) to back up:

2 ablaut

to make good. (pr.p. abett’'ing ; pa.p. abett’'ed.)—
n. (Spens.) abetting.—ns. abet’'ment; abett'or.
[hO.in. abeter—a (L. ad, to), and beter, to bait; see
ait.

abeyance, 2-bd’sns, n. suspension; temporary in-
activity.—Also abey’ancy. [O.Fr. abeance—a
(L. ad, to), and beer, baer, to gape, open wide;
origin uncertain. ]

abhominable, an obs. mistaken form of abomin-

able.

abhor, ab-hor’, v.t. to shrink from with horror: to
detest: to loathe: (Shak.) to protest against, to
reject : (Shak.) to fill with horror :—pr.p. abhorr’-
ing; pa.t. and pa.p. abhorred’.—ns. ahhorr’ence,
extreme hatred: a thing abhorred; abhort’ency
(obs.).—adj. abhorr’ent, detesting: regugnant:
strongly opposed : out of keeping : detestable: de-
tested.—adv. abhorr’ently.—ns. abhorr’er,
one who abhors: Abhorrer (kist.) a member of
the court party in England in 1679, who abhorred
the Petitioners, a tory; abhorr’ing, repugnance:
an object of abhorrence. [L. abhorrére—ab, from,
and horrére, to bristle, shudder.]

Abib, @’bib, n. the seventh civil, first ecclesiastical,
month of the Jewish calendar (March-April)—
later called Nisan. [Heb. @bib, lit. an ear of corn.]

abide, 3-bid’, v.t. to bide or wait for; to meet, face,
sustain: to endure: to tolerate.—wv.i. to remain:
to dwell or stay: to conform, adhere (with by).—
(pa.t. abode’, also abid’ed, Spens. abid’; pa.p.
abode’, abid’ed, also abidd’en.)—n. abid’ance.
—adj. abid’ing, continual, permanent.—n. an
enduring.—adv. abid’ingly. [O.E. dbidan—pfx.
d-, and bidan, to wait.]

abide, s-bid’, v.t. (Shak.; Milt.) to aby.
founded with abide (1).]

Abies, gb’'i-éz, n. the genus of the true firs. [L.]

abigail, ab’i-gdl, n. a lady’s-maid. [From Abigail,
in Beaumont and Fletcher’s Scornful Lady, or
1 Sam. XXV.]

ability, 2-bil’i-ti, n. quality or fact of being able:
power (physical and mental): strength: skill.
[O.Fr. ableté (Fr. habileté), remodelled on its
source, L. habilitas, -atis—habére, to have, hold;
see able.]

abiogenesis, ab-i-6-jen’is-is, or d-bi-, n. the origina-
tion of living by not-living matter, spontaneous
generation.—adj. abiogenetic (-ji-net’ik).—adv.
abiogenet’ically.—n. abiogenist (-of’z-nist), a
believer in abiogenesis. [Coined by Huxley in
1870; Gr. a-, neg., bios, life, genesis, birth.]

abiturient, ab-it-@'ri-ant, n. in Germany, a pupil
leaving school for a university. [Mod. L. abituri-
éns, -entis, pr.p. of abiturire, desiderative of L.
abire, to go away—ab, from, ire, to go.]

abject, ab-jekt’, v.t. (obs.) to throw or cast down
or away.—adj. ab’ject, cast away: mean: worth-
less: grovelling : base.—mns. ab’ject, an outcast; 3
base slave: one in more servile subjection than a
subject; abjec’tion, abjectness: casting forth:
(bot.) forcible expulsion of spores.—adv. ab’jectly.
—n. ab’jectness. [L. abjicére, abjectum—ab, from,
jacére, to throw.]

abjoint, ab-joint’, v.t. (bot.) to cut off by forming a
septum.—n. abjunction (-jungk’shsn). [L. ab,
from, joint, junction.]

abjure, ab-16or’, v.t. to renounce on oath or
solemnly : to recant : to repudiate.—ns. abjura’tion ;
abjur‘er. [L. ab, from, jurdre, -atum, to swear.]

ablactation, eb-lak-td’shan, n. a weaning: grafting
by inarching. [L. ab, from, lactare, to suckle—lac,
lactis, milk.]

ablation, ab-la’shan, n. removal.—adjs. ghlatitious
(-la-tish’as); ab’lative (-la-tiv), pertaining to
ablation : (gr@m.) in or belonging to a case which
in Indo-Germanic languages originally expressed
direction from, or time when, later extended to
other functions.—n. the ablative case: a word in

~the ablative—adj. ablati’'val. [L. ab, from,
latum, used as supine of ferre, to take.]

ablaut, dp'lowt, ab’lowt, n. (philol.) a variation in
root vowel as in sing, seng, song, sung, explained
by former accentuation—also called gradation.
[Ger. ab, off, laut, §ound.]

[aby, con-

fate far, dsk; mé, har (her); mine; mote; miite; moon; dhen (then)
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ablaze

ablaze, 7-bidz’, adv. and adj. in a blaze, on fire:
leaming brightly. [Prep. a, and blaze.]
able, 4’bl, adj. having enough strength, power, or
‘means (to do a thing) : skilful.—wv.t. (0bs.) to enable :
(Shak.) to warrant.—adj. a’ble-bod’ied, of a
strong body: free from disability, etc.: robust,—
advs. a’bly ; a(i)blins (4’blinz) or yibbles (yib’lz),
(Scot.) perhaps.—able seaman, able-bodied
seaman (abbrev. A.B.), one able to perform all
the duties of seamanship and having a higher
rating than the ordinary sailor. [See ability.]
ablet, ab’lit, n, the bleak. [Fr. ablette—L.L.
a(lbula, dim. of alba, white.] ) .
abloom, -bléons’, adv. and adj. in a blooming
state. [Ptep. a, on, and bloom.] .
ablow,g9-bl5’, adv. and adj. in a blowing state.
[Prep. a, and blow.] L. .
ablush, 2-blusk’, adv. and adj. in a blushing state.
[Prep. a, and f)lush.]
ablution, 2-bi(y)do'shan, n. (often in Fl.) act of
washing, esp. the bedy: ceremonial washing:
(si:z]i.z the wine and water used to rinse the chalice,
drunk by the officiating priest.—adj. ablu’tionary.
[L. ablatis, -Gnis—ab, away, luére, to wash.]
abnegate, ab’'ni-gdt, v.t. to deny: to renounce.—
ns. abnega’tion; ab’negator. [L. ab, away,
negdre, to deny.]
abnormal, ab-nor'ml, adj. not normal.—ns. ab-
nor’'malism ; abnormality (-mal’i-ti).—adv. ab-
nor’'mally.—n. abnor’mity (rare).—adj. abnor’-
mous (rare). [Fr. anormal—L.L. anormalus—Gr.
anomalos (see anomaly); influenced by L. norma,
rule, and @b, from.]
aboard, 3-b6rd’, adv. or prep. on board: in or into
a ship, railway train, etc. : alongside. [Prep. a, on,
and board.
abode, 2-bod’, n. a dwelling-place: stay.—wv.t. and
v.i., pa.t. and pa.p. of abide.
abode, 7-bod’, n. a presage.—wv.t. (Shak.) to presage.
—n. abode’'ment, (obs.) a foreboding: an omen.
[O.E. dbodian, to proclaim; cf. bode, forebode.]
aboideau, aboiteau, d-bwdi-dé’, -t5’, n. a tide-gate.
[Canadian Fr.
aboil, 2-boil’, adv. and adj. in a boiling state. [Prep.
a, on, and L] .
abolish, s-bol'ish, v.t. to put an end to.—adj.
abol’ishable.—ns. abol’ishment (rare); aboli’-
tion.—adjs. aboli’tional, aboli’'tionary.—ns.
aboli’tionism ; aboli’tionist, one who seeks to
abolish anythin% esp. slavery. [L. abolére, -itum,
partly through Fr. abolir.] i
abolla, ab-ol'd, n. a Roman military cloak. [L.]
abomasum, ab-j-md’som, n. the fo or true
stomach of ruminants, lying close to the omasum.
—Also abomé’sus. [L. ab, away from, omdsum,
tripe, paunch (a Gallic word).]
abominate, 2-bom’in-at, v.t. to abhor: to detest
extremely.~—adj. abom’inable, hateful: detest-
able.—An old spelling is abhom’inable, to agree
with a fancied derivation from Lat. ab homine.—
n. abom’inableness.—adv. abom’inably.—ns,
abomina’tion, extreme aversion: an object of
detestation; abom’indtor, [L. abomindri, -dtus,
to turn from as of bad omen; see omen.]
aboral, ab-6'ral, adj. (zo0l.) away from the mouth.
[L. ab, from, and oral.]
abord, 2-bord’, v.t. (arch.) to accost.—n. approach.
[Fr. aborder—a bord, to the side.]
abord, 2-bord’, adv. (Spens.) astray. [Perh. for
abroad.] X
aborigines, ab-s-rij’in-éz, n.pl. the original or
native inhabitants of a country. A sing. formed by
dropping s is used by some, esp. in Australia :—
aborigime (ab-3-rij’i-nf)—also abor’igin (-bor’),
-ine, -en.—adj. aborig’inal, earliest, primitive,
indigenous.—n. one of the aborigines.—ns. aborig’-
inalism, due recognition of native peoples;
aboriginality (-al’it), fact of being aboriginal.—
adv. aborig’inally.  [L. aboriginés—ab, fmm,
origs, -tnis, beginning.]
abort, s-bort’, v.i. to miscarry in birth: to be ar-
rested in development at an early stage: to come
-to nothing.—w.t. to cause to abort; to check at an
early stage.—adj. abortifacient (-i-fd'shant, -shi-
#nt), causing abortion.—n; means of causing

4

3 abreaction

abortion.—ns. abor’tion, premature delivery, or
the procuring of it, esp. (med.) in the first three
months of pregnancy : arrest of development: the
product of such arrest : anything that fails in course
of coming into being: a misshapen being or mon-
ster; abor’tionist, one who procures abortion.—
adjs. abor’tive, born untimely : unsuccessful:
brought forth in an imperfect condition: checked
in development.—adv. abort’ively.—n. abort’-
iveness.—contagious abortion, contagious in-
fections of cattle and of horses due to different
bacteria. [L. aboriri, abortus—pfx. ab-, reversing
the meaning, oriri, to rise.]
abought, s-bawt’, pa.t. and pa.p. of aby.
aboulia, abulia, a-bdo'li-d, -bow’, -bi’, n. loss of
will-power. [Gr. a-, priv., boulé, will.]
abound, s-bownd, v.i. to be in great plenty: to be
rich (with in): to be filled (with with).—adj.
abound’ing. * [O.Fr. abunder—L. abunddre, to
overflow—ab, from, unda, a wave.]
about, 2-bowt’, prep. round on the outside : around :
here and there in: near in place, time, size, etc.:
on the person of: connected with: concerning:
engaged in.—adv. around: halfway round, in the
opposite direction : nearly : here and there: on the
opposite tack: in motion or activity: on the
point or in contemplation or preparation (with
infinitive)}—prep. abouts’ (Spens.), about.—
v.t. and v.i. about’-ship’, to put (the ship) on the
opposite tack.—n. about’-sledge, a heavy black-
smith’s er.—be about, to be astir: to be on
the point (of doing something; with infin.); bring
about, to cause to take place; come about, to
happen in the course of time; go about, to prepare
to do; put about (see put); turn about, alternately :
in rotation. [O.E. onbutan—on, in, butan, without
—be, by, titan, orig. a locative—zt, out.]
above, a-buv’, prep. over: in or to a position higher
than that of: beyond in degree, amount, number,
importance, etc. : too magnanimous or proud for:—
adv. overhead: in a higher position, order, or
power: in an earlier passage: in heaven.—adj.
mentioned, stated, or given in an earlier passage.—
adjs. above’-board, honourably open; above’-
ground, alive: not buried; above’-men’tioned ;

abo‘ze’;;namgd. [Late O.Ej dbufan—OE. -,
on, ‘an, above—be Yy, ufan, above, orig. a
locative(éer. oben).] g ’ ’

abracgdabra, agb-rs-ka-dab’rd, n. a magic word,
written in amulets: a spell or conjuring word :
githerish, [Found in a 2nd-cent. poem by Q.
Serenus Sammonicus.]
abrade, 2-brdd’, v.t. to wear down or off.—adj. and
n. abra’dant, abrasive.
to scrape.]
Abraham-man, d’brs-ham-man’, Abram-man, 4’-
bram-man’, n. originally a Bedlam inmate let out to
beg: (arch.) a sturdy beggar, esp. one shamming
insanity.—to sham Abraham, to feign sickness.
[Said to be from an Abraham Ward in old Bedlam,
London.]
abraid, abrade, s-brdd’, or (Spens.) abray, 2-brd’,
obs. v.t. to awake, rouse.—uv.i. to statt: to awake.
[O.E. dbregdan—intens. pfx. d-, and bregdan; see
braid (1).]
abram, @’bram, adj. (Shak.) an obs. form of auburn.
abranchiate, a-brang’ki-dt, adj. without gills.
[Gr. a-, priv., branchia, gills.]
abrasion, 9-brd’zhon, n. wearing away: a worn-
down or grazed place.—adj. and n. abra’sive
(-2iv, -siv), tending to abrade.—n. an abrading
agent. [See abrade.] »
abraxas, a-braks’as, n. a mystic word, or a gem
engraved therewith, often bearing a mystical figure
of combined human and animal form, used as a
charm: Abraxas, the genus of the gooseberry or
magpie moth. [Said to have been coined by the
2nd-cent. Egyptian Gnostic Basilides to express
365 by addition of the numerical values of the
Greek letters.]
abray. See abraid.
abreaction, ab-ré-ak’shon, n. (psych.) resolution of
a neurosis by reviving forgotten or repressed ideas
of the event first causing it. ¥ [L. ab, from, and
reaction.]

Neutral vowels in unaccented syllables : el’s-mant, in’fant, rar'dom
o
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abreast

abreast, s-brest’, adv. with fronts in line : side by
side. [Prep. a, on, and breast.]

abricock, ab’ri-kok, an obs. form of apricot.

abridge, 2-brij’, v.t. to shorten: to epitomise: to
curtail.—ns. abridg’er ; abridg’'ment (sometimes
abridge’ment), contraction: shortening; a com-

endium of a larger work : an epitome or synopsis :

?Shak.; prob.) a pastime. [O.Fr. abregier (Fr.
abréger)—L. abbrevidre.)

‘abrim, 2-brim’, adv. and adj. in a brimming state,
up to the brim. [Prep. a, brim.]

abroach, 3-broch’, adv. and adj. in a condition to
let the liquor run out: in a state to be diffused,
afloat, astir. [Prep. a, and broach.] .

abroad, s-brawd’, adv. over a wide area: in full
breadth: out of doors: at large: in the field:
current: in or to another country: wide of the
mark : astray. [Prep. a, and broad.]

abrogate, ab’rd-gat, v.t. to annul.—n. abroga’tion.
—adj. ab’rogative.—n. ab’rogator. [L. ab,
away, rogdre, -atum, to ask or propose a law.]

Abroma, a-bré’md, n. an East Indian sterculiaceous
fibre-yielding tree. [Gr. a-, priv., broma, food.]

abrooke, s-brook’, v.t. (Shak.) to brook, bear, or
endure. [Pfx. a-, intens., and brook (5).]

abrupt, a-brupt’, adj. truncated: as if broken off:
sudden: unexpected: precipitous: passing with
sudden transitions: (of manners) short, rude.—n.
(Milt.) an abyss.—n. abrup’tion (-shan), a breaking
off.—adv. abrupt’ly.—n. abrupt’'ness. [L. abrup-
tus—ab, from, rumpére, ruptum, to break.]

Abrus, d’bras, n. a tropical genus akin to the bean,
to which crab’s-eyes belong.—n. &’brin, a poison-
ous protein in its seeds. [Gr. habros, graceful.]

abscess, ab’ses, -sis, n. a collection of pus in a
cavity. [L. abscessus—abs, from, cédére, cessum, to
go, retreat.]

abscind, ab-sind’, v.t. to cut off.—n. abscissa
(-sis’d), also absciss, abscisse (ab’sis) the inter-
cept between a fixed point and the foot of an
ordinate: the x-co-ordinate in analytical geometry:—
pl. abscissae éab—sis’e‘), bsciss’as, ab’sci
n. abscission (-sizh’an), act of cutting off, or state
of being cut off: (rhet.) a figure of speech in which
the words demanded by the sense are left unsaid,
the speaker stopping short suddenly: (bot.) organ-
ised shedding of a part by means of an absciss
layer : liberation of a fungal spore by bgeakdown
of part of its stalk.—absciss II;yer ®ot.), a layer
of parenchymatous cells through which a deaf,
branch, or bark scale separates off. [L. abscir®¥ére,
abscissum, to cut off—ab, from, scindére, to cut.]

abscond, ab-skond’, v.i. to hide, or get out of the
way, esp. to escape a legal process.—ns. abscond’-~
ence; abscond’er. [L. abscondére—abs, from
or away, condére, to hide.]

absent, ab’sant, adj. being away: not present: in-
attentive.—v.t. (ab-sent’) to keep (oneself) away.—
ns. ab’sence, the state of being away or not
present: want: non-existence: abstraction, in-
attention; absentee’, one who is absent on any
occasion : one who makes a habit of living away
from his estate or his office; absentee’ism, the
practice of absenting oneself from duty, station, or
esp. estate.—adv. ab’sently.—adj. ab’sent-
mind’ed, inattentive to surroundings: pre-
occupied.—adv. ab’sent-mind’edly.—n. ab’sent-
mind’edness. [L. abséns, -sentis, pr.p. of abesse—
ab, away from, esse, to be.]

absey-book. See ABC.

absinth(e), ab’sinth, n. wormwood or other species
of Artemisia: a liqueur containing (orig. at all
events) extract of wormwood.—adj. absinth’iated,
impregnated with absinth. [Fr. absinthe—L.
absinthium—Get. apsinthion, wormwood.]

absolute, ab’sal-(y)dot, adj. free from limits, restric-
tions, or conditions: certain, positive: complete :
unlimited : free from mixture: independent of
relation to other things: peremptory : unrestricted
by constitutional checks: (gram) out of ordinary
syntactic relation : (philos.) existing in and by itself
without necessary relation to anything else:
capable of being conceived independently of any-
thing else.—n. (with the; often Absolute) that
which is absolute,” self-existent, uncaused.—adv.

abstract

ab’solutely, separately, by itself : unconditionally :

positively : completely—in vogue as a colourless

but emphatic affirmative (-loot’li).—ns. ab’solute-

ness; absolu’tion, release from punishment:

acquittal : remission of sins, declared officially by

a priest, or the formula by which it is expressed;

ab’solutism, government, or theory of govern-

ment, by a ruler without restriction : adherence to

the cfoctrine of the Absolute; ab’solutist, a sup-
porter of absolute government, or of a philosophy
of the Absolute.—Also adj.—adj. absolutory
(ab-sol’fi-tar-t), of, or giving, absolution.—absolute
alcohol, water-free alcohol ; absolute magnitude,
the magnitude that a star would have at a standard
distance of 10 parsecs; absolute mufic, music
which does not attempt to illustrate or desgcribe—
opp. to programme music; absolute pitCh, the
actual pitch of a sound without reference to any
arbitrary standard: a sense of or memory for
absolute pitch; absolute temperature, tempera-
ture expressed in accordance with the principles of
thermodynamics alone, unaffected by the properties
of the thermometric substance: also, temperature
measured in degrees centigrade from absolute
zero instead of from the freezing-point of water;
absolute zero, the zero of the absolute scale of
temperature (approx. —273°C.). [L. absoliatus,
pa.p. of absolvére; see absolve.]

absolve, 3b-zolv’, -solv’, v.t. to loose or set free:
to pardon: to give absolution to or for : to acquit :
to discharge (with from).—ns. absolv’'er; ab-
solv’itor (L. 3rd pers. imper. passive, let him be
absolved; Scots law), a decision favourable to a
flefen-gjler. [L. absolvére—ab, from, solvére, to
oose.

absonant, gb’san-ant, adj. discordant: abhorrent:
unnatural : contrary to reason (with to or from)—
opp. to consonant. [L. ab, from, sondns, -dntis,
pr.p. of sondre, to sound.]

absorb, ab-sord’, -zorb’, v.t. to suck in: to swallow
up: to imbibe: to take in: to incorporate: to take
up and transform (energy) instead of transmitting
or reflecting : to engage wholly.—n. absorbabil’ity.
—uadj. absorb’able.—adj. absorbed’, swallowed
up: entirely occupied.—adv. absorb’edly.—n.
absorb’ency.—adj. absorb’ent, absorbing: able
to absorb.—n. that which absorbs.—n. absorb’er.
—adj. absorb’ing, engrossing the attention.—
adv. absorbingly.—ns. absorptiometer (-sorp-
shi-om’i-tar), an apparatus for determining the
solubility of gases in liquids; absorp’tion, the
act of absorbing : entire occupation of mind.—adj.
absorp’tive, having power to absorb.—ns. ab-
sorp’tiveness, absorptiv’ity.—absorption bands,
lines, dark bands, lines, interrupting a spectrum,
due to absorption of light in the medium traversed;
absorption spectrum, a system of such lines and
bands. [L. ab, from, sorbére, sorptum, to suck in.]

absquatulate, ab-skwot’@i-lat, v.i. (facet.; U.S.)
to decamp : to squat.

abstain, ab-stan’, v.i. to hold or refrain (from).—
ns. abstain’er, one who abstains, esp. one who
does not take alcoholic drinks; absten’tion. [Fr.
abstenir—L. abs, from, tenére, to hold.]

abstemious, ab-sté'mi-ss, adj. temperate: sparing
in food, drink, or enjoyments,—adv. abste’mious-
ly.—n. abste’miot [L. abstémius—abs,
from, témétum, strong wine.]

absterge, ab-starj’, v.t. to wipe: to cleanse: to
purge.—adj. absterg’ent, serving to cleanse.—
n. a cleansing agent.—n. abster’sion.—adj. ab-
ster’sive, having the quality of cleansing: purg-
ative.—Also n. [L. abstergére, -tersum, to wipe
away—abs, from, tergére, to wipe.] .

abstinent, ab’stin-snt, adj. abstaining : temperate,—
ns. ab’stinence, an ‘abstaining or refraining,
especially from some indulgence (with from);
ab’stinency, the quality of being abstinent.—aduv.
ab’stinently. abstinéns, -éntis, pr.p. of
stinére; see abstain.]

abstract, ab-strakt’, v.t. to draw away : to separate :
to remove quietly: to purloin: to summarise : to
separate by the operation of the mind, as in forming.
a general concept from consideration of particalar
instances.—n, (ab’stra_kt) a summary, abridgment :
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abstrict

in Shak. Ant. and Cleo. 11I. vi., explained by some
as an abridgment of time of separation—others
conjecture obstruct: that which represents the
.essence: an abstraction.—adj. (ab’strakt) ab-
stracted: apart from actual material instances,
existing only as a mental concept—opp. to con-
erete: away from practice, theoretical: (of terms)
denoting a quality of a thing apart from the thing,
as ‘redness’: (paint. and sculp.) representing ideas
(in geometric and other designs), not the forms of
nature.—adj. abstract’ed, drawn off (with from):
removed ; absent in mind. . abstract’edly.—ns.
abstract’edness ; abstrac’ter, abstrac’tor, one
who makes abstracts (with -or for a grade of Civil
Service 8erks); abstrac’tion, act of abstracting:
state &)f being abstracted: abstract quality or
charafter : withdrawal from worldly things: ab-
sence of mind: a purloining: the process of ab-
stracting by the mind: a thing existing only in
idea : a theory, visionary notion : an abstract term :
(paint. and sculp.) an abstract composition.—adj.
abstrac’tional.—n. abstrac’tionist, one dealing
in abstractions or unrealities.—adj.- abstrac’tive,
able or tending to abstract : formed by or pertaining
to abstraction.—n. anything abstractive: an ab-
stract.—adv. ab’stractly.—n. ab’stractness.—in
the abstract, as an abstraction: in theory;
abstract of title, summary of facts concerning
ownership. [L. abs, away from, trahére, tractum,
to draw.]
abstrict, ab-strikt’, v.t. (biol.) to set free (of spores,
etc.), esp. by constriction of the stalk,—n. abstric’-
tion. [i. ab, from, stringére, strictum, to tie.]
abstruse, ab-stréos’, i. (arch.) hidden: remote
from apprehension: difficult to understand.—adv.
abstruse’ly.—n. abstruse’ness. abstriisus,
thrust away—abs, away, triidére, triasum, to thruat.i
absurd, ab-surd’, adj. opposed to reason : ridiculous.
—ns. absurd’ity, absurd’'ness.—adv. absurd’ly.
L. absurdus—ab, from, surdus, deaf, inaudible,
indistinct, harsh, out of fashion, not to the purpose. ]
abthane, ab’thdn, n. a_monastic territory of the
[L.L. abthania—Gael. ab-

a a, d-boo'nd, n. an Ethiopian patriarch.
thiopian,—Ar., our father.]
abundance, »- I’ans, n. ample sufficiency : great
plenty: (solo whist) a call of nine tricks.—n.
"abund’ancy.—adj. abund’ant.—qedv. abund’-
antly. [See abound.]
mbune, 3-biin’, a Scots form of above.
aburst, s-burst’, adv. and adj. in a bursting con-
dition. ’[,Prep. a, and burst.]
abuse; 2-ba2’, v.t. to make a bad use of: to take
undue advantage of : to betray (as confidence): to
misrepresent : to deceive: to revile: to maltreat:
to violate.—ns. abuse (s-bi2s’), wrong use: evil or
corrupt practice: deceit: hurt: undue advantage :
betrayal (of confidence): ill usage: violation:
reviling; abuser (s-bit"2a7); abi’sion (-zhan;
pens. also -zi-an; now rare) misuse: deception:
: outrage: reviling.—adj. abii'sive (-ziv)
wrong: containing, giving, of the nature of,
abuse: coarsely reviling: Earch.) catachrestical.—
adv. abl’sively.—n. abl'siveness. [L. ab, ati,
Qsus, to use.]
abut, 2-but’, v.i. to end or lean (on, upon, against) :
to border :—pr.p. abutt’ing; pa.t. and pa.p. a-
butted.—ns. abut’'ment, endwise meeting or
junction: (archit.) that which a linb of an arch
ends or rests against : place of abutting; abutt’al,
abutment : (in pl.) boundaries; abutt’er, one whose
roperty abuts.—adj. abutt’ing, confronting.
I?O.Fr. abouter, to touch by an end, and O.Fr.
abuter, to touch at the end; cf. alsp Fr. aboutir, to
end at—d, to, bout, but, end; see butt (4).]
Abutilon, a-bit’ti-lon, n. a showy-flowered genus
of the mallow family, some species yiglding
fibres. ([Ar. aqubatilin.] -
a:::zzz, 2-buz’, adv. and adj. in a buzz. [Prep. a,

Z.]
. aby, abye, 2-bi’, v.t. (arch.) to pay the penalty for:
to pay as .a penalty.—uv.i. to atone: to endure,
continue :—pa.z. and pa.p. abought (s-bawt’). [Pfx.

5

acarus

a-, back, and O.E. bycgan, to buy; merging and

confused with abide.]

abysm, a-bizm’, n. (arch. and poet.) abyss.—adj.

abys’mal, bottomless : unfathomable : very deep:
abyssal.—adv. abys’'mally. [O.Fr. abisme, from
a L.L. superl. of abyssus; see abyss.]

abyss, s-bis’, n. a bottomless gulf: primal chaos:
the supposed water-filled cavity under the earth:
hell : anything very deep: the depths of the sea:
a measureless or apparently measureless chasm.—
adj. abyss’al, abysmal—esp. of ocean depths. [Gr.
abys:]os, bottomless—a-, priv., byssos, depth, bot-
tom.

acacia, 2-k2’sh(y)s, n. a wattle, any plant of the
genus Acacia, akin to the sensitive plants: also
applied to the false acacia (of the genus Robinia).
[L.—Gr. akakid.] .

academy, 2-kad’s-mi, n. (orig.) Plato’s school of
philosophy : a higher, would-be higher, or special-
1sed school, or a university: a_riding-school: a
society for the promotion of science or art: the
annual exhibition of the Royal Academy or of the
Royal Scottish Academy.—n. (poet.) academe
(ak-2-dém’), an academy.—adj. academic (-dem’),
of the philosophical school of Plato : of an academy
or university : scegtical: scholarly : formal : theor-
etical only.—n. a Platonic philosopher : a member
of a university : (pl.) purely theoretical arguments.
—uadj. academ’ical, academic.—n. (in pl.) uni-
versity b.—n. academ’icalism, close adher-
ence to formal academic teaching.—adv. academ’-
ically.—ns. academician (s-kad-s-mish'an) a
member of an academy, es‘f. of the French
Academy or the R.A. or R.S. .; academ’icism,
academ’icalism ; acad’emist, (obs.) an academ-
ic: an academician, [Gr. Akadémeid, the garden
near Athens where Plato taught.]

Acadian, 7-kd’di-an, adj. and n. Nova Scotian. [Fr.

Acadile, Nova Scotia—Micmac Ind. , abund. |

ance.]

acajou, ak’s-zho6, ~zhod’, n. the cashew tree or its fruit
or gum: a kind of mahogany. [See cashew.]

acaleph(e), ak’s-lef, -léf, acalepha, -lg'fd, ns. old
names for a jelly-fish—applied to a group of
varying extension of coelenterates.—n. and adj.
acald’phan. [Gr. akaléphe, a nettle, sea-anemone.]

acanaceous, ak-2-nd’shss, adj. (bot.) prickly. [L.
acanos,g a kind of thistle—Gr. akanos—aké, a
point. o

acanth, 2-kanth’, n. acanthus.—n. acanth’a, a thorn,

mickle : a spinous grocess.—n.pl. Acanthi’ceae
?ak_-), the acanthus family, akin to the figworts.—
adj. acanthii’ceous, prickly: of the Acanthaceae.
—n. acanth’in, strontium sulphate in skeletons of
Radiolaria.—adj. acanth’ine, of, like, ornamentedee
with, acanthus.—n.pl. acanthoceph’ala, a division
of parasitic worms with spiny proboscis and no
mouth or alimentary canal (Gr. kephal2, head).—
adjs. acanthoid, like acanthus; acanthopterygian
(ak-an-thop-tar-ij’yan) spi.ny-ﬁnned (Gr. pteryx,
-ygos, wing, fin); acanth’ous, spiny.—n. acanth’-
us, any plant of the prickly-leaved genus Acanthus,
esp. A. spinosus or A. mollis: a_conventionalised
representation of an acanthus leaf, as in Corinthian
capitals. [Gr. akantha, prickle, , acanthus
—aké, point.]

a _cappella, d kdp-pel'ld, (mus.) ** in church style,”
f.e. sung, as in the earlier church, without accom-
paniment or with accompaniment merely doubling
the voice parts: (as a time indication) alla breve.—
Also al’la cappel’la. [It.}

acapnia, a-kap'ni-d, n. deficiency of carbon di-
oxide. [Gr. a-, priv., kapnos, smoke.]

acarus, ak's-rss, n. a mite:—pl. ac’ari.—adj.
acd’rian.—ns. acari’asis, disease due to mites;
ac’arid, one of the Acarida.—n.pl. Acar’ida
(-kar’), the order of Arachnida to which mites
and ticks belong.—adj. acar’'idan.—n. acarid’ian.
—n.pl. Acari’'na, Acarida.—adj. ac’arine.—n.
acarodomatium, acaridomatium(-do-ma’shysm),
'a dwelling for mites provided by certain plants that
benefit from their presence.—pl. acarodoma’tia.
—uadj. ac’aroid, mite-like.—ns. acarol’ogist;
acarol’'ogy; acaroph’ily, symbiotic association
of plants with mites.—acaride Uisease, a disease
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acataiectic 6

‘of bees due to mites in the spiracles. [Gr. akari,
a mite—akarés, too short to cut—a-, priv., keirein,
to cut.]
acatalectic, a-kat-s-lek’tik, adj. (pros.) having the
full number of syllables.—n. an acatalectic verse.
[Gr. akataléktos—a-, priv.; see catalectic.]
acatalepsy, a-kat-a-lep’si, n. (Sceptic philos.) the
unknowableness to a certainty of all things.—adj.
and n. acatalep’tic. [Gr. akatalépsiz—a-, priv.,
= kata, thoroughly, lépsis, a seizing.]

acates, a-kats’, n.pl. (obs.) bought provisions.—n.
acat’er,acit’our, an officer who bought provisions,
a caterer. [O.Fr. acat—L.L. accaptare, to acquire—
L. ad, to, captare, to seize; see cate, cater.]

acaulescent, ak-aw-les’snt, having a very short
stem. [Gr. a-, priv., L. caulis, stem, and suff.
-escent.]

accede, ak-séd’, v.i. to come forward: to arrive
(with t0): to come to office or dignity: to join
up, become a party, hence agree or assent (with
to).—ns. accéd’ence; accéd’er. [L. accédére,
accéssum, to go near—ad, to, cédére, to go; see
cede.]

accelerando, ak-sel-sr-an’ds, It. dt-chel-er-in'do,
adj. and adv. with increasing speed. [It.]

accelerate, ak-sel’ar-at, v.t. to increase the speed
of : to hasten the progress or occurrence of.—uv.z.
to become faster.—ns. accel’erant, an accelerating
agent (also adj.); accelera’tion, increase of speed :
rate of change of velocity: a cumulative advance
ahead of the normal or theoretical: the power
or means . of accelerating:—adj. accel’erative,
quickening.—n. accel’erator, any person or
thing that accelerates, esp. a substance that
accelerates chemical action, a nerve or muscle that
increases rate of action, an apparatus for changing
the speed of a machine, or one for imparting high
energies to atomic particles.—adj. accel’eratory.
[L. accelerare, -atum—ad, to, celer, swift.]

accend, ak-send’, v.i. (0bs.) to kindle.—n. accen’-
sion. [L. accendére, accénsum, to kindle.]
accent, ak’sant, n. modulation of the voice: tone
of voice: stress on a syllable, word, or note: a
mark used to direct this stress : a mark over a letter
to indicate differences of stress, pitch, length, or
quality of sound, or for other purpose: intensity :
any mode of utterance characteristic of a region, a
class, or an individual: a distinguishi; mark :
distinctive mode of expression, as of afl artist:
(poet.) a significant word, or words genérally:
(in art) a touch bringing out some particular effect :
(pl.) speech, language.—v.t. (ak-sent’), to express
or mark the accent of: to utter: (esp. U.S.) to
accentuate.—adj accent’ial, according to, char-
acterised by, accent.—n. accential’ity.—adyv.
accent’Gally.—v.t accent’Gate, to mark, play,
or pronounce with accent: to make prominent,
emphasise.—n. accentiid’tion. [L. accentus—
ad, to, cantus, song.]

Accentor, ak-sent’or, -ar, n. the hedge-sparrow
genus. [L., one who sings with another—ad, to,
cantor, singer.]

accept, ak-sept’, v.t. (old-fashioned or formal, v.i.
with of) to take (something offered): to receive
(with approbation, favour, consent, resignation, or
passivity) : to reply to, engaging more or less
to comply: (of a bill of exchange—never with of)
to promise to pay : to understand, take, in respect
of meaning.—adj. accept’able (or ak’), worth
accepting : welcome.—n. accept’ableness (or ak’).
—adv. accept’ably (or ak’).—ns. acceptabil’ity ;
accept’ance, accepting: favourable reception:
favour : acceptableness: an agreeing to terms: an
accepted bill : acceptation; accept’ancy ; accept’-
ant, one who accepts.—adj. ready to receive.—ns.
accepta’tion, a kind reception : sense in which a
word, etc., is understood; accept’er.—ads. ac-
cept’ive, ready to receive.—ns. acceptiv’ity ;
accept’or, one who accepts, esp. a bill of exchange.
[L. acceptar ipére, accept ad, to, capére,
to take.]

acceptilation, ak-sept-il-a’shan, n. (Roman and
Scots law) the remission of a debt by fictitious
payment : (theol.) Christ’s atonement on the theory
that only God’S acceptance made his sacrifice

* accolade

sufficient. [L. accepti 14ti5, accounting of (a thing
as) received.]

access, ak’sis, still sometimes -ses’, n. approach :
admittance: way, or opportunity, of approach or
entrance : addition, accession: onset or attack of
illness: a fit (of illness or passion).—n. and adj.
ac’cessary (or -ses’), accessory (esp. in legal
senses).—n. accessibil'ity.—adj. access’ible,
within reach: approachable.—adv. access’ibly.—
n. accession (ak-sesh’an), act or event of acceding :
a coming, esp. to office or dignity, or as an addition
or new member: that which is added: (law)
addition by nature or industry to existing property :
acquisition of such addition by the owner of the
existing property : assent: (obs.) an acfess, fit.—
v.t. (esp. U.S.) to enter in a book as an accession
to a library.—adj. ac’cessory (or -ses’), addftional :
subsidiary : adventitious: contributing: aiding,
(law) participating in a crime, but not as a principal.
—n. anything, esp. an item of equipment, that is
secondary, additional, or non-essential: one who
aids or gives countenance to a crime.—adj.
accessdr’'ial.—adv. ac’cessorily (or -ses’).—
accessory minerals, those whose presence or
absence is not regarded in naming a rock; deed
of accession (Scots law), one by which a bank-
rupt’s creditors accede to a settiement privately,
ie. by trust-deed. [See accede.]
acciaccatura, dt-chik-G-t60'rd, n. (mus.) a short
appoggiatura. [It.,—acciaccare, to crush.]
accidence, ak’sid-ans, n. the part of grammar
treating of the ¢ accidents,’ 1.e. inflexions of words.
—n. ac’cident, that which happens : an unforeseen

or unexpected event: a chance: a mishap: an
unessential quality or property: unevenness of
surface.—adj. accidental (-dent’) happening by
chance: not essential: -(mus.) a sharp, flat, or
natural not in the key-signature: (paint.; in pl.)
strong chance effects of light.—s. accident’alism,
the state or quality of being accidental: chance
manner: (med.) a system based on symptoms
rather than on causes: (paint.) use of accidentals :
(philos.) the theory that events happen without a
cause; accidental’ity.—adv. accident’ally.—adj.
accident’ed, uneven: varied.—the (now com-
monly a) chapter of accidents, the unforeseen
course of events: a series of accidents. [L.
accidéns, -entis, pr.p. of accidére, to happen—ad,
to, cadére, to fall.]

accidie, ak’si-di, n. acedia. [O.Fr. accide—L.L.
acédia; see acedia.

accinge, ak-sinj’, v.t. to gird (fig.). [L. ad, to,
cingére, to gird.]

accipitrine, ak-sip’i-trin, -trin, adj. pertaining to
hawks. [L. accipiter, a hawk.]

accite, ak-sit’, v.t. to cite: to summon: (Shak.)
toue?cite. [L.L. accitdre—ad, to, citare, to cite,
call.

acclamation, ak-lo-md’shan, n. a shout of applause
or assent.—wv.t. acclaim (3-klam’), to hail or de-
clare by acclamation.—n. acclamation.—adj.
acclamatory (s-klam’s-tar-i). [L. acclamdre—
ad, to, clamare, -dtum, to shout; see claim.]
acclimatise, »-kli‘mo-tiz, v.t. to inure to a new
climate.—Also accli'mate (or ak'li-, Ul-).—n.
acclimatisd’tion.—Also acclimata’tion, ac-
clima’tion (ak-li-, -li-). [Fr. acclimater—a, to,
climat, climate.]

acclivity, s-kliv’i-t{, #. an upward slope.—adjs.
alcclig’itous, accli'vous. [L. ad; to, clivus, a
slope.

accloy, a-kloi’, v.t. (obs.) to prick or lame with a
horse-shoe nail: (Spens.) to clog, choke or en-
cumber: to sate, cloy. [See cloy.] '
accoast, 5-kdst], an older form of accost.
accoil, s-koil’, n. (rare) reception.—wv.i., pa.t.
(Spens.) accoyld’, assembled. [O.Fr. acoil (Fr.
accl‘ftl).]

aceolade, ak-ol-ad’, -dd’, n. an embrace: the
action used in conferring knighthood, formerly an
embrace, a kiss, now a tap on each shoulder with
the flat of a sword: (mus.) a brace or other line .
connecting staves: a bracelike ornament. [Fr.,,—
L. ad, to, collum, neck.]
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