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VCIfIAPTER 1
TEST BASICS

#2:5 ABOUT THE MATH LEVEL 2 TEST

The SAT Math Level 2 test is one of the Subject Tests offered by the College
Board. It tests your knowledge of high school math concepts and differs from
the SAT, which tests your math aptitude. The test consists of 50 multiple-
choice questions and is 1 hour long.

The SAT Subject Tests (formerly known as Achievement Tests) are the
lesser-known counterpart to the SAT, offered by the same organization—the
College Board. However, whercas the SAT tests general verbal, writing, and
mathematical reasoning skills, the SAT Subject Tcests cover specific knowl-
cdge in a wide variety of subjects, including English, Mathematics, History,
Science, and Foreign Languages. SAT Subject Tests are only 1 hour long, sig-
nificantly shorter than the SAT; and you can take up to three during any one
test administration. You can choose which SAT Subject Tests (o take and
how many to take on 1 tesi day, but you cannot register for both the SAT and
Subject Tests on the same test day.

The Math Level 2 test covers the topics shown in the pic chart below.

Number and

Operations
T Algebra
1 ~_ 20%

| b¥

Data Analysis, \\

Statistics, and
Probability
8%

Solid
Geometry
4%

Coordinate
Geometry
12%
Functions
30%

Trigonometry

149



PART | / ABOUT THE SAT MATH LEVEL 2 TEST

The Math Level 2 test is designed to test a student’s math knowledge, abil-
ity to apply concepts, and higher-order thinking. Students arc not expected
10 know cvery topic covercd on the test.

When determining which SAT Subject Tests to take and when (o take
them, consult your high school guidance counsclor and pick up a copy of the
“Taking the SAT Subject Tests” bulletin published by the College Board.
Research the admissions policies of colleges to which you are considering
applying to determine their SAT Subject Test requirements and the average
scores students receive. Also, visit the College Board’s website at www.col-
legeboard.com to learn more about what tests are offered.

Use this book to become familiar with the content, organization, and level
of difficully of the Math Level 2 test. Knowing what to expect on the day of
the test will allow you to do your best.

=+ WHEN TO TAKE THE TEST

The Math Level 2 test is recommended for students who have completed
more than 3 years of college-preparatory mathematics. Most students taking
the Level 2 test have studicd 2 years of algebra, 1 year of gcometry, and 1 year
of precalculus (clementary functions) and/or trigonometry. Many students
take the math Subject Tests at the end of their junior year or at the beginning
of their senijor year,

Colleges look al SAT Subject Test scores to sec a student’s academic
achievement because the test results arc less subjective than other parts of a
college application, such as GPA, tcacher recommendations, student back-
ground information, and the interview. Many colleges requirc at least one SAT
Subject Test score for admission, but even schools that do not require SAT
Subject Tests may review your scores to get an overall picture of your qualifi-
cations. Colleges may also use SAT Subject Test scores to cnroll students in
appropriate courses. If math is your strongest subject, then a high SAT Math
score, combined with good grades on your transcript, can convey that
strength 10 a college or university.

To register for SAT Subject Tests, pick up a copy of the Registration Bul-
letin, “Registering for the SAT: SAT Reasoning Test, SAT Subject Tests” from
your guidance counselor. You can also register at www.collegeboard.com or
contact the College Board directly at:

College Board SAT Program
P.O. Box 6200

Princeton, NJ 08541-6200
1-800-728-7267

(609) 771-7600

General inquiries can be directed to: SAT@inlo.collegeboard.org or (609)
771-7600.

The SAT Math Level 2 test is administered six Saturdays (or Sunday if you
qualify because of religious belicfs) a year in October, November, December,
January, May, and Junc. Students may take up to three SAT Subject Tests per
test day.



CHAPTER 1 / TEST BASICS

THE LEVEL 1 VS. LEVEL 2 TEST

As mentioned, the Math Level 2 test is recommended [or students who have
completed more than 3 years ol college-preparatory mathematics. The
Math Level 1 test is recommended for students who have completed 3 years
of college-preparatory mathematics. Most students taking the Level 1 test have
studied 2 ycars of algebra and 1 year of geometry.

Typically, students who have received A or B grades in precalculus and
trigonometry elect to take the Level 2 test. If you have taken more than 3 years
of high school math and are enrolled in a precalculus or caleulus program,
don't assume that taking the Level 1 test guarantees a higher score. Many of
the topics on the Level 1 test will be concepts studied years ago.

Although the topics covered on the two tests overlap somewhat, they differ
as shown in the table below. The College Board gives an approximate outline
of the mathematics covered on each test as follows:

Topic Level 1 Test Level 2 Test ‘

Algebra and Functions 38-42% 48-52%

Plane Euclidean Geometry 18-22% —

Three-dimensional Geometry 4-6% 4-6%

Coordinate Geomcetry 8-12% 10-14% l

Trigonometty 6-8% 12-16%

Probability 6-10% 6-10%

Number and Operations 10-14% 10-14%

Overall, the Level 2 Lest focuses on more advanced content in each area.
As shown in the table, the Level 2 test does not directly cover Plane Euclid-
ean Geometry, although Plane Euclidean Geometry concepts may be applied
in other types of questions. Number and Operations was formerly known as
Miscellaneous.

This book provides a detailed review of all the areas covered on the Math
Level 2 test. More advanced topics that arc covered only on the Level 2 test
arc denoted by an asterisk (*) in the Lopics list at the beginning of each of the
math revicw chapters.



